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By Mara H. Gottfried
mgottfried@pioneerpress.com

A 42-year-old man charged Friday 
with arson at a mosque in St. Paul 
this week was already on probation 
for a fire at a homeless shelter.

After his Wednesday arrest in 
the mosque fire, Said Murekezi told 
ATF investigators he is Muslim and 
“said that he burned 
the building as a 
form of protest, be-
cause of other Mus-
lims in the commu-
nity having to sleep 
outside in the cold,” 
according to a crim-
inal complaint. “He 
said that the build-
ing is not serving 
anyone, but the peo-
ple need it.”

The fire at Tawhid Islamic Center 
of Minnesota at Dale Street and Uni-
versity Avenue occurred Wednesday 
morning. No one was injured. The 
mosque was under construction as 
it was being remodeled.

Murekezi has been found with 
methamphetamine in recent cases 
and people have raised concerns 
about his mental health, according 
to court records.

In April 2021, he was charged 
with using a rock to break glass in a 
door at Al-Amaan Center, a mosque 
in Minnetonka, and employees who 
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By Charlie Savage
New York Times

FBI analysts improperly used a 
warrantless surveillance program 
to search for information about 
hundreds of Americans who came 
under scrutiny in connection with 
two politically charged episodes of 
civil unrest: the protests after the 
2020 police killing of George Floyd 
and the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the 
Capitol, a newly declassified court 
ruling shows.

While the FBI has tightened re-
strictions since then, the disclosure 
of the misuses is likely to provide 
fodder to critics of the program as 
the Biden administration seeks to 
persuade Congress to renew it.

The surveillance program, known 
as Section 702, empowers the gov-
ernment to collect, without a war-
rant and from American companies 
like Google and AT&T, the commu-
nications of foreigners abroad who 
are targeted for intelligence pur-
poses — even when they are talk-
ing with or about Americans.

Intelligence and law enforcement 
officials can search the database of 
communications intercepted un-
der Section 702 using the names or 
other identifiers of Americans, but 
only under certain circumstances. 
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By Alex Derosier
Forum News Service

With just a few days left of the 
2023 Legislative session, Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Labor lawmakers 
are considering raising Minne-
sota’s gasoline tax and creating a 
new fee on deliveries to help fund 
transportation.

Many of the bills forming the up-
coming state budget have passed 
or have been signed into law, but 
House and Senate lawmakers con-
tinue to negotiate on the trans-
portation bill. As they try to find 

sources of ongoing revenue for 
transportation, the delivery and 
gas taxes have emerged as poten-
tial new moneymakers for the state.

A proposed new gas tax would 
tie the state per-gallon tax on gas-
oline to the rate of inflation, rais-
ing it beyond the current charge of 
28.5 cents a gallon in the future. 
The proposal has not been final-
ized and exact figures are not yet 
available.

Road maintenance
Asked about the tax at a Thurs-

day Capitol news conference, Sen-

ate Majority Leader Kari Dziedzic 
emphasized the proposal’s role in 
paying for infrastructure upkeep.

“First of all, I would call it a 
road maintenance fee,” Dziedzic 
said. “So we’ll just clarify that it 
is to help improve road mainte-
nance.”

A 75-cent state fee on most re-
tail deliveries is also on the table 
as DFL lawmakers continue to de-
bate taxes. The House version of 
the tax bill would include that fee 

on deliveries like food and Ama-
zon shipments. Items such as med-
ication would be exempt.

Early estimates say it would 
bring in about $175 million a year 
starting in 2025.

House Speaker Melissa Hort-
man said House Transportation 
Chair Frank Hornstein and Sen-
ate transportation chair Scott Dib-
ble, both Minneapolis Democrats, 
have hinted both will be part of 
the final transportation package.

DFL lawmakers have said the 
75-cent delivery fee was an alter-
native to raising the gas tax, which 
is generally an unpopular option. 

AT THE CAPITOL

Transportation funding debated
Gas tax, delivery fee in DFL negotiations

KENNY HOLSTON — NEW YORK TIMES

President Joe Biden and fellow Group of Seven leaders visit the historic Itsukushima Shrine on Friday in Hatsukaichi, Japan. The leaders of the 
world’s major democracies also visited the nearby Hiroshima Peace Memorial, which recalls the city’s World War II nuclear bombing by the United 
States. War also colored the G7 discussions when Biden reportedly told allies that he was approving plans to train Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made 
F-16 fighter jets. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is expected to meet with the G7 leaders this weekend. Related article on Page A4.

Group of Seven meeting
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Bias apparently not 
motive, but man, 42, 
has a troubled past 

By Meg Kinnard
Associated Press

Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina 
made it official Friday: He’s running 
for president.

Scott, the Senate’s only Black Re-
publican, filed paper-
work with the Fed-
eral Election Com-
mission declaring his 
intention to seek his 
party’s nomination in 
2024. His candidacy 
will test whether a 
more optimistic vi-
sion of America’s fu-
ture can resonate with 

GOP voters who have elevated parti-
san brawlers in recent years.

The deeply religious 57-year-old 
former insurance broker has made 
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By Ross Raihala
rraihala@pioneerpress.com

Two east metro natives com-
peted on the current season of 
“Survivor” and one of them, 
Carolyn Wiger, made it to the 
finale, which airs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday on CBS.

The daughter of former state 
Sen. Chuck Wiger, the 35-year-
old Wiger was born in North 
St. Paul and now lives in Hugo, 
where she works in substance 
recovery.

With her lanky figure, nu-
merous tattoos and complete 
lack of a poker face, Wiger 
seemed more like light comic 
relief to both viewers and her 
fellow castaways for much of 
the season, which is the show’s 

44th. She proved to be both 
highly skilled and comically in-
ept at challenges, like when she 

got stuck in a twisted net and 
starting howling and moaning.

TELEVISION

North St. Paul native finds 
her footing on ‘Survivor’
The colorful, emotional 
Wiger heads for finale

COURTESY OF CBS

East metro natives Carolyn Wiger, right, and Frannie Marin 
competed on the 44th season of “Survivor.” Wiger made it to the 
finale, which airs Wednesday.
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Senate’s only Black Republican 
takes different tack than rivals

Tim Scott

George Floyd, Jan. 6 
unrest led to searches

Inside: Walz signs bill with 
pair of gun safety measures; 
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Sports: Lynx drop 
season opener against 
Chicago, 77-66. B1

Sports: Jim Brown, an all-time 
NFL great, actor and civil rights 
activist, dies at age 87. B1

Local: Federal grant 
boosts EV car sharing on 
St. Paul’s East Side. B3


