
HOW TO REACH US  News tips: (218) 723-5300  |  Home delivery: (218) 723-5252, (800) 456-8080

Classifieds ........B6-9 
Comics .. C3, C5, C7
Games C4, C6, C8-9

Lifestyle ............C1-2
Nation ..................B5
Obituaries .........D5-6

Opinion .........C10-12
Sports ...............B1-4

CONTENTS
Today
Mostly sunny
High: 72 Low: 49

Tomorrow
Partly cloudy
High: 61 Low: 40

WEATHER, PAGE B10

Scan for E-Paper
7 days a week

Ultimate 
camping guide

What you need to 
know before you go.

In Northland Outdoors, 
Page D1

Unlock digital at duluthnewstribune.com/activate SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2023 $3.00

Minnesota Newspaper Association’s Daily Newspaper of the Year

Apply for free at FDLTCC.edu

EXPERIENCE EXTRAORDINARY

Summer 
Classes Start 
May 30

An affirmative 
action, equal 
opportunity 
employer and 
educator.

The Northland’s leader in floor covering since 1955

Get the best under your feet
5611 GRAND AVENUE • SPIRIT VALLEY, DULUTH •218 628-2249

Mon-Wed & Fri 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. | Thurs 9 a.m.-7 p.m. | Sat 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Thanks 
for voting 

us Best 
Flooring 
for 6 years 
in a row

By Jay Gabler
Duluth News Tribune
SCHROEDER — Heidi 

Swalve made a round-
trip drive of sever-
al hours just to tell a 
reporter about Fred-
eric Baraga. But wait, 
there’s more.
Curtis Chambers has 

snowshoed over 1,000 
miles along routes tra-
versed on foot by the 
19th century mission-
ary. Chambers said 

that’s just “a little bit 
... nothing, compared to 
what he did.”
A granite cross on 

the North Shore marks 
the conclusion of a 
harrowing journey 
by canoe across Lake 
Superior. Baraga and 
his companion survived 
due to what the faithful 
believe may have been 
divine intervention.
“This is a place that 

Father Baraga actu-
ally came to in 1846. 
He came from Made-
line Island,” explained 
Swalve, standing beside 
the cross. 

Duluth denies fi nancial responsibility for car damage

POTHOLES PUNISH 
LOCAL VEHICLES

Clint Austin / Duluth News Tribune
A vehicle travels eastbound on Cody Street on Wednesday in Duluth.

By Peter Passi
Duluth News Tribune

Duluth 

C huck Gehlen sent an 
invoice for car repairs to 
the city after a particu-

larly nasty Cody Street pothole 
blew the sidewall out of one of 
his tires and bent the wheel, 
as well.
“I will settle for $405.98, 

not a dime less,” he wrote.
Shari Acker wrote the Duluth 

City Council, complaining 

about the same street when 
her van hit two big potholes 
in quick succession on Cody, 
resulting in not one, but two 
flat tires. She and her husband 
called for a wrecker only to 
learn from the driver that the 
same potholes they struck had 
been responsible for multiple 
flats in the neighborhood.
But city officials typically 

deny any financial 
responsibility for 
vehicle damages.

When asked how such 
claims are handled, the 
Duluth city attorney’s office 
responded with a statement: 
“The city does receive pothole 
claims and the number of 
those claims tends to coincide 
with the severity of that winter 
season. The city, generally 
speaking, does not pay these 
claims because the city has 
both statutory immunity and 
common law immunity.”

Clint Austin / Duluth News Tribune fi le photo
Lincoln Park Flats on March 28, at 21st Avenue West and 
Superior Street in the Lincoln Park neighborhood of Duluth.

By Peter Passi
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — A developer 
may lose nearly $2.35 mil-
lion in aid if the Duluth Eco-
nomic Development Author-
ity approves a proposed reso-
lution that would terminate 
an earlier tax-increment 
financing agreement it made 
to support the Lincoln Park 
Flats project.
The fallout is a result of 

an announcement by Duluth 
Lincoln Park LLC of its inten-
tions to convert 24 of the 
building’s 74 apartment units 
into a “boutique hotel,” less 
than a year after its opening. 
Under the terms of an origi-
nal development agreement, 
the LLC committed to provide 
74 apartment units, including 
23 which would be offered at 
reduced rents affordable for 

tenants earning 80% or less 
of the area median income.
Duluth Lincoln Park LLC, 

which shares overlapping 
leadership with P&R Cos., a 
local housing developer, cited 
higher than anticipated con-
struction costs it encountered 
in the midst of the pandemic. 
Instead of the $13.8 million 
developers originally expect-
ed to spend, the project grew 
to nearly $17 million.
In a letter to the Duluth 

City Council, Ryan Nelson, 
a principal partner at P&R, 
said soaring interest rates 
had made it impossible for 
the firm to continue to oper-
ate the property at a loss.
“The reality of this build-

ing is that rents aren’t even 
enough to pay for interest on 
the building,” he wrote.

By Alex Derosier
Duluth News Tribune

ST. PAUL — Minnesota 
will soon have a tax-fund-
ed, state-administered paid 
family and medical leave 
program for workers.
The Minnesota Senate on 

Thursday, May 18, approved 
the final version of a bill to 

create a state program that 
would offer 12 weeks of fam-
ily leave and 12 weeks of 
medical leave with a 20-week 
annual cap. All businesses 
would be required to par-
ticipate or offer equivalent 
benefits.
Low-wage workers often 

do not have access to the 
same benefits as higher-paid 
members of the workforce. 
Advocates say one-third of 
Minnesota workers — about 
900,000 people — don’t have 
any paid time off.
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Conversion of apartments to 
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This is Northlandia: a place to bring your 
curiosity, because you will fi nd curiosities. 
In this series, the News Tribune celebrates 
the region’s distinctive people, places and 
history. Discover the extraordinary stories 
that you just might miss if you’re not in the 
right place, at the right time, ready to step 
off  the beaten path with no rush to return.


