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Think CDs are boring? That’s the point

By Daltyn Lofstrom
The Bemidji Pioneer

CASS LAKE – 
Throughout his time at 
Cass Lake-Bena Schools, 
Chris Miettinen has been 
a silent servant.

Described as respect-
ful, helpful and optimis-
tic by staff and other 
students, Miettinen 
earned a Silent Servant 
Scholarship from the 
Peter R. Marsh Founda-

tion due to his empathy 
and community service.

“It was actually a big 
surprise,” Miettinen 
said about receiving the 
award. “I didn’t think I 
was going to get award-
ed for something like 
that. I found it pretty 
cool that I got awarded 
for just doing my own 
thing and being a help-
ful person.”

Among his commu-
nity service activities, 
he volunteered over the 
summer to help cut, col-
lect and stack wood for 
the winter for a student 
whose father is awaiting 

a heart transplant.
“When I was doing 

that, it just felt nice to 

help people,” Miettinen 
added.

‘A light of hope’

Lives of fallen officers honored amidst National Police Week
‘HOPE IS A POWERFUL THING’

Madelyn Haasken / Bemidji Pioneer
Attendees and members of local law enforcement agencies listen to a speaker during a Peace Officers’ Memorial Service on Thursday at the Beltrami County 
Courthouse Pavilion.

By Madelyn Haasken
The Bemidji Pioneer

In honor of the Minnesota 
officers who died in the line 
of duty within the past year, 

members of law enforcement 
and the community gathered 
under cloudy skies at the 
Beltrami County Courthouse 
Pavilion on Thursday for a 
Peace Officers Memorial Ser-
vice.

The service is an annual 
occurrence in Bemidji and 
around the country as law 
enforcement agencies hold 
services to honor fallen 
officers during Police Week. 
Just over 60 years ago, a day 
memorializing those lives lost 
was signed into law.

On Oct. 1, 1962, U.S. 
President John F. Kennedy 
signed Public Law 87-726, 
designating May 15 as Peace 

Officers Memorial Day in 
honor of peace officers who 
have been killed or disabled 
in the line of duty. Each year, 
the week in which May 15 
falls is known as Police Week.

“From the beginning 
of this nation, law 
enforcement officers 
have played an important 
role in safeguarding the 
rights and freedoms which 
are guaranteed by the 

Constitution and in protecting 
the lives and property of our 
citizens,” the proclamation 
read. “It is fitting and proper 
that we express our gratitude 
for the dedicated service 
and courageous deeds of law 
enforcement officers and for 
the contributions they have 
made to the security and 
well-being of all our people.” 

In a proclamation made 
on Monday, Minnesota Gov. 

Tim Walz ordered all U.S. and 
state flags to fly at half-staff 
in honor of Peace Officers 
Memorial Day.

And at Thursday’s service, 
Bemidji Mayor Jorge Prince 
upheld a proclamation 
designating that National 
Police Week would be 
observed in the city of 
Bemidji.

By Maggi Fellerman
The Bemidji Pioneer

BEMIDJI — From 
fire trucks to race cars, 
almost every wheel in 
the county rolled into 
town on Tuesday eve-
ning for the communi-
ty’s beloved Early Child-
hood Family Education 
“Wheels” event.

Hundreds of children 
led their parents around 
the J.W. Smith Elemen-
tary School parking lot 
as they climbed into 
snowplows, sat in emer-
gency vehicles and got 

hoisted up into the sky 
by Beltrami Electric’s 
bucket truck.

Although the exact 
number of years the 
event has been rolling 
is currently in ques-
tion, event organizers 
like Bemidji preschool 
teacher Mackinzie Gre-
enwaldt, ECFE Coordi-
nator Janelle Slough and 
Community Education 
Director Rachel Amdahl 
estimated it to be around 
35 years old.
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Wheels keep turning 
at ECFE annual eventCass Lake-

Bena graduate 
recognized for 
service to others

Madelyn Haasken / Bemidji Pioneer
Chris Miettinen will graduate at 7 p.m. on Friday, 
May 26, as part of Cass Lake-Bena High School’s 
class of 2023.


