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Brainerd’s Police Chief Mike Bestul discusses 
retirement March 14 at the Brainerd Police Department.

By Renee Richardson
Managing Editor

BRAINERD — An 
expansion of the Mil-
ford Mine Memorial Park 
could double the size of 

the current park.
The work could also 

create a pier where peo-
ple could walk out over 
the lake to the spot where 
the mine actually existed 

and where it collapsed 
and flooded before the 
lake reclaimed it.

Gary Griffin, Crow 
Wing County land ser-
vices director, present-

ed an outline of a park 
expansion Tuesday, May 
16, as commissioners 
met as the Committee of 
the Whole for an informal 
discussion. An expansion 

would increase walking 
trails, add boardwalks 
over a creek between 
Island Lake and Milford 
Lake to provide for the 
expanded trail system.

Griffin noted his con-
versations with Com-
missioner Doug Houge 
and Commissioner Steve 
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Loren Beilke
for Crow Wing Power Director

Put an experienced business professional on the board of directors. 
Vote for Loren Beilke when you receive your Crow Wing Power Coop ballot!

Remember all coop members vote for directors in each district.
Paid for by Loren Beilke  •  13971 Kenwood Dr, Baxter  •  loren.beilke@usamdt.com
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Running for a reason
Teen brings awareness to sex traffi cking

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

Brainerd

If it helps just one 
person, then it’s worth 
it.
That’s how Zack 

Jennissen feels about his 
trek across Minnesota.

“This is the most 
difficult thing I’ve ever 

done, but it’s 100% 
worth it,” Jennisen 
said Wednesday, May 
17, while stopped on 
Highway 25 between 
Pierz and Brainerd.

When a friend asked 
him if he would be 
willing to run 60 miles 
to raise money for an 
end to sex trafficking, 

Jennissen said he’d go 
600.

The 19-year-old 
from Foley embarked 
May 1 on a journey by 
foot from Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, to Grand 
Portage, Minnesota.

“I wanted to run 
across the state for a 
long time. That was a 

goal of mine,” Jennissen 
said. “So I took those 
two ideas, and I told 
them instead of running 
50 miles, I would run 
600.”

So that’s what he’s 
doing. Jennissen 
has become good 
friends with Brent 

By Matt Erickson
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — If traf-
fic for the Minnesota 
fishing opener was any 
indication, it looks to 
be a busy weekend on 
Brainerd area roads this 
summer.

And that’s what state 
travel, tourism and law 
enforcement officials 
believe, too — and not 
just for the Brainerd 
lakes area but across the 
state and county.

Meredith Mitts, pub-

lic affairs specialist 
with AAA-The Auto 
Club Group for Min-
nesota and Iowa, said 
according to a recent 
AAA travel survey, 83% 
of Minnesotans plan to 
travel this year. That 
compares to 72% in 
2022 and 67% in 2021.

Reasons for the 
increase in travel cited 
in the survey included 
people having more dis-
posable income, lifting 
of international travel 
restrictions and feeling 
more comfortable doing 
so in the third year fol-
lowing the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“People have had 
this pent up demand to 

By Tim Speier
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD —Though 
he is far from hanging 
up his boots, Brainerd’s 
Police Chief Mike Bestul 
decided to hang up his 
badge after working as a 
peace officer for over 30 
years.

“Let’s face it, you got 
to keep going,” Bestul 
said. “I mean, to think 
you’re going to sit at 

home and read a book 
and watch TV all day, 
that’s probably not bad 
for a few days, maybe 
even a week, you know, 
but that’s really not in 
our DNA.”

Bestul’s last day with 
the department is June 
2. Current Deputy Chief 
John Davis was named 
to replace Bestul as the 
city’s police chief.

Born and raised in 
Brainerd, Bestul grew 
up attending the local 
elementary schools and 
graduated from Brain-
erd High School in 1986. 

By Renee Richardson
Brainerd Dispatch

BAXTER — A prelim-
inary plan to add a res-
idential option to the 
city’s business gateway 
district gained an early 
nod from the Baxter 
City Council.

The sketch review 
allows developers to 
bring in ideas and gain 
feedback from city offi-
cials before they con-
sider going further 
down a path for the 
plan. Matt Davis, one of 
the owners of Fortress 
Holdings and listed as 
chief operating officer, 
has been attending a 

series of city commis-
sion meetings with the 
proposal of a mixed-
use development of 
business and apartment 
buildings on 38 acres 
at the southwest cor-
ner of Hastings Road 
and Evergreen Drive in 
Baxter. The land is just 
southeast of Highway 
371 and west of Ever-
green Drive. The sketch 
plan includes four 
three-story apartment 
buildings with 70 units 
each. Current zoning 
for the property is office 
service, which does not 
allow for residential use 

Busy summer 
on the way

Bestul ready for new adventures

Milford Mine Memorial Park may double in size, add features

Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd Dispatch
Vehicles drive along Highway 371 on May 13 in 
Baxter. Traffi  c was heavy in the Brainerd lakes area 
for the Minnesota fi shing opener.
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Kelly Humphrey / Brainerd DispatchZack Jennissen runs Wednesday outside of Brainerd.

After 3 decades 
in policing, 
Brainerd’s police 
chief is retiring
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Feedback offered for 
proposed development

Brainerd 
area roadways 
expected to see an 
increase in travel


