
THE WEEK IN PHOTOS

States grapple with abortion 
rights and restrictions 

Portland Fire & Rescue works at the scene of a major apartment 
fire Tuesday in downtown Portland, Oregon. Firefighters rescued 
people and at least one dog from a dramatic three-alarm apart-
ment fire before having to fall back.    Sean Meagher, The Oregonian 

A raven lands on a barn Wednesday as thick smoke from 
wildfires obscures the sun near Cremona, Alberta, Canada. Air 
quality alerts were posted Friday across several U.S. states (see 
related story at right).    Jeff McIntosh, The Canadian Press via AP

Kentucky Derby winner Mage works out Thursday ahead of 
today’s 148th running of the Preakness Stakes horse race at  
Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore.    Julio Cortez, AP

Honoring those injured or killed cycling on public roadways, 
bicyclists attended worldwide memorials Wednesday for the 
International Ride of Silence. Pictured is a memorial in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania.    Sean Simmers, Pennlive.com

Hundreds of people descend on the Nebraska Capitol, in Lincoln, on Tuesday to protest plans by conservative 

lawmakers to revive an abortion ban rejected last month by folding it into a bill that would ban gender-affirming 

care in transgender minors. State legislatures are wrestling with how much to restrict or expand abortion access 

after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade last year.    Photo by Margery Beck, Associated Press

The Michigan Senate voted 

along party lines to repeal a 

law that keeps the state from 

imposing rules more potent 

than federal standards.

Sheri McWhirter   smcwhirter@mlive.com

L A NSI NG — A Michigan law that limits 
state regulators from making adminis-
trative rules stricter than their federal 
counterparts is one step closer to being 
scrubbed from the law books.

The Democrat-controlled state Sen-
ate voted along party lines Wednesday to 
repeal a law that keeps state bureaucrats 
from imposing the stricter rules. It was 
a policy adopted during the lame duck 
period of former Republican Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s administration and was tar-
geted by Democrats in the early days of 
the current legislative session.

Sen. Sean McCann, D-Kalamazoo, 
said his bill to repeal the 2018 law was 
about providing state regulators with 
“every tool in our toolbox” to protect 
the environment and public health. 
He argued before the vote that federal 
standards should be “the floor, not the 
ceiling.”

All 20 Democrats voted to approve the 
bill, while all 18 Republicans dissented.

Sen. Ed McBroom, R-Vulcan, said 
the repeal of the four-year-old law 
would allow “open season” for bureau-
crats to make new and burdensome 
rules without any checks and balances.

Mark Torregrossa   mtorregr@mlive.com

The past few days have had fabulous 
sunrises and sunsets in Michigan, and 
it looks like the dawn and dusk delights 
are going to continue off and on for quite 
some time.

The reason for the orange and red 
sunrises and sunsets is a lot of smoke in 
the sky drifting across North America. 
Western Canada has numerous wildfires 
going right now, and they are producing 
a lot of smoke. 

You might think smoke in western 
Canada can’t make it to the skies over 
Michigan, but the smoke easily makes it 
into our sky in just a couple of days. 

The fires are a few thousand miles 
away. The upper-air flow averages 100 
mph. In 24 hours, the air can move 2,400 
miles. Western Canadian air can be over 
Michigan in just a day or two, depending 
on the upper-level winds.

Why are the sunrises and sunsets 
orange and red? Sunlight is made up of 
all of the colors in the spectrum. Remem-
ber, a rainbow’s colors are the sunlight 
colors separated for us. Red, orange and 
yellow light have long wavelengths, while 
green, blue, indigo and violet light have 
shorter wavelengths.

With the smoke particles in the air, 
they more easily block the short wave-
length light colors of the blues and  

MICHIGAN WEATHER

Recent 
sunrises, 
sunsets have 
been on fire

MICHIGAN ENVIRONMENT

State moves 
toward stricter 
pollution rules

THE U.S. COAST GUARD HAS DETERMINED 
THE NEWEST FREIGHTER ON THE GREAT 
LAKES, LESS THAN 9 MONTHS OLD, 
RAN AGROUND THIS WEEK BECAUSE 
OF AN ELECTRICAL PROBLEM.    A2

KENTUCKY DERBY WINNER MAGE 
LOOKS FOR THE SECOND PIECE OF 
THE TRIPLE CROWN DURING TODAY’S 
PREAKNESS STAKES AT PIMLICO 
RACETRACK IN BALTIMORE.    B1
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