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Gaylord — For Ami Peterson,
there are few things more en-
joyable than the sound of ham-
mers banging on the roofs of her
neighbors’ homes in downtown
Gaylord, where construction
noises that once might have been
a nuisance now bring a sense of
relief.

One year ago come Saturday,
the 48-year-old mother was hud-
dled in the basement of a Hobby
Lobby store in Gaylord’s main
business district as a EF3 torna-
do reaching a top speed of 150
mph blew overhead and ripped
through the center of town. The
powerful, fast-moving storm hit
a mobile home park on the edge
of town before moving on to a
commercial strip, crumbling re-
tail stores like Hobby Lobby. 

The storm also descended on
residential areas destroying doz-
ens of homes, including many in
the tree-lined neighborhood that
Peterson and her family call
home. The home of Peterson,
who has lived in Gaylord for al-
most all of her life, was left stand-
ing, but living in a neighborhood
filled with destroyed homes has
left a constant reminder of what
has been lost.

“The weirdest thing was how
open it was from the trees that
were gone,” Peterson said. For a
while, it was difficult for her to
even look at the destruction.

“It was really hard. I didn’t
even want to go down that far
down (the road) because it’s my
neighbors.”

The tornado struck on May 

CITY BATTLES TRAUMA ONE YEAR LATER

Marvin Pettway, lead forester with Releaf Michigan, and Casey Buckleitner, a
local business owner, provide a planting demonstration to volunteers as part of
the Gaylord Tornado Relief Tree Planting event on Friday.

Alexis Rankin / Special to The Detroit News
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Please see Gaylord, Page 3A

It was a very
different
look one
year ago,
when
Theresa
Haske
sorted
through
debris from
what was
her garage
after a
tornado tore
through.

John Russell /
Special to The

Detroit News

Gaylord works ‘to replace
what we’ve lost’ to tornado
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Detroit — A gas station clerk has been charged with
involuntary manslaughter in connection with the
shooting death of a customer by another customer, an
unusual development that prompted
legal experts to debate the strength of
the case filed by Wayne County Prose-
cutor Kym Worthy.

The 22-year-old clerk, Al-Hassan
Aiyash, is being held in the Wayne
County Jail on $200,000 bond after he
locked customers inside of a gas sta-
tion earlier this month to prevent a
possible shoplifter from leaving, esca-
lating a situation that ended when
three customers were shot, one fatally,
prosecutors said at a Friday arraign-
ment. 

Wayne County Assistant Prosecu-
tor Anna Posigian said Aiyash locked
three innocent customers inside of the
Mobil gas station in the 12800 block of
West McNichols in Detroit around 3
a.m. May 6 after Samuel McCray be-
came upset that his credit card was de-
clined for an approximately $4 purchase, prosecutors
said.

For almost eight minutes, McCray became irate and
the environment became “increasingly hostile” as the
customers begged, pleaded and screamed to be let out. 

Please see Clerk, Page 10A

Clerk
accused of
escalating
shooting 
Charges follow claims he locked
customers inside with irate thief
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Lansing — Michigan leaders
dropped their tax revenue expec-
tations for next year by $1.8 bil-
lion Friday, but they touted the
state’s economy and emphasized
changes in projections were the
result of tax relief measures au-
thorized earlier this year. 

The impact of the new reve-
nue projections will be somewhat
muted by the fact the state has
about $7.5 billion in surplus
funds available, and the budget
plans currently advancing in the
state Legislature already left dol-
lars on the state’s balance sheets. 

In February, Democratic Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer proposed a
$79 billion budget for the fiscal
year that begins on Oct. 1. Whitm-
er’s budget director, Christopher
Harkins, told reporters Friday
that under the new revenue esti-
mates, the governor’s proposal
would only have to be reduced
“slightly.” 

“We have the resources neces-
sary to make sure that we deliver
on the governor’s priorities and
that we can incorporate the prior-
ities we’ve seen from the Legisla-
ture,” Harkins said. 

Friday’s Consensus Revenue 

State tax
revenue
forecast
dips $1.8B
Sizable surplus to 
dull impact of
reduced projection

BY CRAIG MAUGER
The Detroit News

Please see Revenue, Page 2A

Brian Doxtator is eight years older
than Chase Chamberlin, so when Brian
would come around Chase’s house when
they were kids — he was friends with
Chase’s older sister — he’d have to be sure
and mind his language.

“He was 10, so we’d always have to but-
ton up and stop swearing when he walked
into the room,” Doxtator said.

Flash forward to Churchill Downs 22
years later, and there was no self-censor-
ship necessary. 

Doxtator and Chamberlin let the ex-
pletives fly as the horse they co-owned, 15-

to-1 underdog Mage, methodically rallied
from the back of the pack to stunningly
win the 149th running of the Kentucky
Derby two weeks ago.

Mage now will go off as the 8-to-5 fa-
vorite at Saturday’s running of the Preak-

WMU grads buck norms, strike gold with
Derby champion, Preakness favorite Mage

Please see Mage, Page 9A
Brian Doxtator and Chase Chamberlin of
Richland, Mich., own 25% of Mage.
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