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IN A LARGE WAVE IN 2019 AND ANOTHER THIS 
YEAR, THOUSANDS OF ASYLUM SEEKERS HAVE 
SOUGHT REFUGE IN MAINE. LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE ARDUOUS PATHS THEY’VE TAKEN TO GET HERE 
AS WE EMBARK ON OUR SIX-PART SERIES.

Top federal 
official calls 
for more 
funding to 
study PFAS

After brief 
halt, debt 
limit talks 
continue

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

Climate change is an enor-
mous threat to Maine’s econo-
my but also offers many oppor-
tunities for businesses willing 
to adapt.

That was the message present-
ed Friday during ClimateWork 
Maine’s Summit on Maine’s 
Economy and Climate Change 
at the Augusta Civic Center.

The event was one of the 

state’s first large-scale events 
aimed at exploring climate 
change as an economic issue – 
how it will impact the business 
community, what businesses 
can do to make the best of the 
shift, and what products and 

services will be needed.
The summit also was the first 

major event hosted by Climate-
Work Maine, a new nonprofit 
coalition focused on helping 
Maine businesses transition to 
renewable energy sources and 

take steps to reduce climate 
change.

More than 400 people came 
to Augusta to hear 60 speakers 
and nearly 20 presentations and 
panels covering a wide range 
of topics. Discussions ranged 
from tax benefits and the future 
of forestry to the future of elec-
tric vehicles and the latest in 
heating technology. The Press 

Maine businesses brainstorm how to deal 
with climate change as an economic issue

More than 400 businesspeople and 60 presenters 
gathered in Augusta to share perspectives and 
practices on navigating the Earth’s warming.

FOR IMMIGRANTS, BY IMMIGRANTS

The publication prints 13,000 copies a month with articles in seven 
languages, and podcasts have helped reach a broader audience.
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Jean Hakuzimana, left, deputy editor of Amjambo Africa, conducts an interview in Kinyarwanda with Lucie 
Narukundo, owner of the Moriah Store in Portland, for a feature about the business. “I don’t see Amjambo Africa 
as a breaking news publication, but the community development of news,” Hakuzimana said.
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Jim Brown, NFL Hall of 
Famer and civil rights 
champion, dies at 87.
Sports, D1

Shawn Patrick Ouellette/Staff Photographer

Amjambo Africa articles are translated into English, 
Spanish, French, Swahili, Kinyarwanda, Somali and 
Portuguese. The monthly publication is distributed 
from York to Penobscot counties.

LONG WAY
HOMESEEKING ASYLUM IN MAINE

By JOE LAWLOR
Staff Writer

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack said Friday that the 
federal government needs more 
funding to study so-called forever 
chemicals and devise a national 
strategy to respond to the prob-
lem. Maine’s congressional dele-
gation agrees, and is pushing for 
more money to alleviate the PFAS 
crisis on a number of fronts.

In an interview with the Press 
Herald, Vilsack said one goal of 
PFAS research should be to de-
termine a safe standard for PFAS 
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Earlier this week, House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
R-Calif., met with congressional 
leaders and afterward said 
it’d be possible to reach an 
agreement by the week’s end.

Maine’s congressional 
delegation is backing efforts 
to secure money for more 
research at the federal level.

In five years, Amjambo Africa has established  
itself as a trusted and valuable news source

Please see CLIMATE, Page A5

Please see PFAS, Page A6

By MEGAN GRAY
Staff Writer

J
ean Hakuzimana had a 
pen in his shirt pocket 
and a friendly smile on his 
face. He held his micro-

phone toward Magalie Lum-
iere Yangala.

“Can you take me through 
the places where you volun-
teer?” he asked.

“I volunteer everywhere 
possible,” she replied.

Hakuzimana was inter-
viewing Yangala for a profile 
in Amjambo Africa, a free 
multilingual news source. 
She is a regular reader (in 
English, French, Swahili and 
Lingala) and was excited to 
be featured.

“They always have some-
thing new,” said Yangala, who 
is originally from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.

“Amjambo” is a Swahili 
greeting and literally trans-
lates to “words” in Kinyar-

wanda and Kirundi. What 
began five years ago as a 
monthly newspaper has ex-
panded to include a website, 
podcasts, videos and social 
media pages. Amjambo Af-
rica aims to reach two au-
diences – immigrants who 
want to learn about their new 
state and longtime Mainers 
who want to learn about im-
migrants.

It’s a big goal. The May 
issue filled 31 pages with 
stories about the shelter 
for asylum seekers at the 
Portland Expo, a bill that 
would remove citizenship 
status from MaineCare el-
igibility requirements, a 
new podcast about Black 
Mainers past and present, 
and recent policy changes 
at the border between the 
United States and Canada. 
There were dispatches from  
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By JEFF STEIN,  
MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR  

and AMY B WANG
The Washington Post

White House officials and con-
gressional Republicans resumed 
negotiations over the federal 
debt ceiling late Friday, hours 
after a breakdown in talks sent 
shudders through the financial 
system and intensified fears that 
the U.S. government would run 
short of cash to pay all its bills.

With the risk of default looming 
in just two weeks, House Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., told 
Fox Business late Friday that 
he was calling negotiators back 
to the Capitol. Republican offi-
cials had abruptly walked out 
of negotiations Friday morning, 

Please see DEBT, Page A3


