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Ken Spaulding of Drooling Goat BBQ dishes up homemade mac and cheese Thursday while operating the food 
truck with his wife, Janice, at Hathorn Park in Pittsfield. The food truck is at the park every Thursday. 

Janice Spaulding of Drooling 
Goat BBQ serves a pulled pork 
sandwich and a rib tip meal 
to customers Thursday while 
operating the food truck with her 
husband, Ken, at Hathorn Park 
in Pittsfield. Drooling Goat serves 
rib tips, pulled pork, brisket, ribs, 
spicy chicken thighs, and sweet 
and spicy sausage. It is based in 
St. Albans. 
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Technical Director Sara 
Dunne displays a vial that will 
hold a water sample to test 
for PFAS contamination. U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack said Friday the gov-
ernment needs more funding 
to study forever chemicals.

DID YOU KNOW?
Negotiators are eyeing a 
more narrow budget cap 

deal of a few years, rather 
than the decade-long 

caps Republicans initially 
wanted, and clawing 

back some $30 billion of 
unspent COVID-19 funds.

FOOD WORTH DROOLING OVER

BY KEVIN FREKING,  
LISA MASCARO  

AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Debt 
limit talks came to an 
abrupt standstill Friday 
after Republican House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
said it’s time to “pause” 
negotiations, and a White 
House official acknowl-
edged there are “real dif-
ferences” making further 
discussions difficult.

McCarthy said resolution 
to the standoff is “easy,” if 
only Democratic President 
Joe Biden’s team would 
agree to some spending 
cuts Republicans are de-

m a n d i n g . 
Democrats 
s t a u n c h -
ly oppose 
the steep 
reductions 
R e p u b l i -
cans have 

put on the table as poten-
tially harmful to Ameri-
cans.

It is unclear when ne-
gotiations would resume, 
though talks could pick up 
again over the weekend.

“We’ve got to get move-
ment by the White House 
and we don’t have any 
movement yet,” McCar-
thy, R-Calif., told reporters 
at the Capitol. “So, yeah, 
we’ve got to pause.”

A White House official 
who was granted anonym-
ity Friday to discuss the 
private conversations said 
there are “real differences” 
between the parties on the 
budget issues and further 
“talks will be difficult.”

DEBT CEILING

Talks hit 
snag as 
GOP hits  
‘pause’ 

BY KEITH EDWARDS
Kennebec Journal

 
AUGUSTA — City council-

ors have rejected a propos-
al to consolidate all voting 
from the existing four ward-
based polling locations to 
the Augusta Civic Center, 
citing concerns that a cen-
tralized location would re-
sult in lower voter turnout 
by residents without trans-
portation.

The poll consolidation was 
proposed by Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Michael Michaud and 
recommended by City Clerk 
Kelly Gooldrup as a way to 
address problems includ-
ing the increasing difficulty 
of finding enough qualified 
workers to oversee four 
polling sites. The proposal 
was rejected in a 3-5 vote by 
councilors Thursday night 
following extensive debate 
and public comment.

Councilors and residents 
said studies indicate when 
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White House admits
‘real differences’ make
negotiations difficult

INSIDE
Debt worries 
steer investors 
on Wall Street  
D3
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BY JESSICA LOWELL
Kennebec Journal

 
GARDINER — Ken Way 

remembers the very first 
car he ever owned grow-

ing up on 
his family’s 
Connecticut 
farm.

On Thurs-
day, sitting 

in a folding chair behind 
his 1940 Ford pickup at the 
edge of Ainslie’s Market’s 
parking lot on Brunswick 
Avenue, Way talked about 

an early chapter in the 
chronicle of his lifelong 
love of cars.

Around him, longtime 
friends settled in with their 
own vintage and antique 
cars and their own stories 
at the start of Gardiner’s 

Thursday Night Cruise-In.
For 25 years, vintage and 
antique car enthusiasts 
have been gathering in 
Gardiner once a week from 
May through September, 

Classic car shows celebrate nostalgia, culture

Weekly event in Gardiner restarts engines after flood  
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“A lot of it is nostalgia and a lot of it is the 
camaraderie you have with other people who feel 
the same way.”

APRIL ALDERSON, OWNER OF FOUR CHEVROLET CAMAROS

Joe Phelan/Kennebec Journal
Ken Way poses beside his 1940 Ford pickup truck Thurs-
day at Ainslie’s Market. Gardiner’s Thursday Night Cruise-In 
returned to its former location because the Gardiner Landing 
is still being cleaned up from recent flood damage.CARS, PAGE A6

BY JOE LAWLOR
Portland Press Herald

 
U.S. Secretary of Agricul-

ture Tom Vilsack said Friday 
that the federal government 
needs more funding to study 
so-called forever chemicals 
and devise a national strat-
egy to respond to the prob-
lem. Maine’s congressional 
delegation agrees, and is 
pushing for more money to 
alleviate the PFAS crisis on 
a number of fronts.

In an interview with the 

Portland Press Herald, Vil-
sack said one goal of PFAS 
research should be to de-
termine a safe standard for 
PFAS chemicals in soil and 
in food produced on farms. 
Some farms in Maine have 

shut down after high lev-
els of PFAS contamination 
were discovered, although 
it’s not known what levels of 
contamination are hazard-
ous.

No federal standard for 

soil or crop contamination 
currently exists. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency has proposed a 
standard for safe drinking 
water of less than four parts 
per trillion of the two most 

common PFAS chemicals.
“Before we can craft a re-

sponse for farmers, we need 
a better understanding of 
the extent and nature of the 
problem,” Vilsack said. He 
said the same reasoning 
applies to using wastewater 
sludge to spread on farm 
fields. Maine no longer al-
lows the practice after soil 
on farm fields was found 
to be heavily contaminat-
ed with PFAS. Some farms 

More PFAS funds needed, secretary says  

Maine delegation agrees, more ‘forever chemicals’ study necessary

“ The money we’ve secured so far for PFAS research is only 
a tiny down payment. If I could have my way, we’d be operating on 
all fronts. I’d have us working on significant investments in PFAS.”

REP. CHELLIE PINGREE, D-1ST DISTRICT
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