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GARDINER — Ken Way re-

members the very first car he 
ever owned growing up on his 
family’s Connecticut farm.

On Thursday, sitting in a folding 
chair behind his 1940 Ford pickup 
at the edge of Ainslie’s Market’s 

parking lot on Brunswick Avenue, 
Way talked about an early chapter 
in the chronicle of his lifelong love 
of cars.
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WASHINGTON — Debt 
limit talks came to an 
abrupt standstill Friday 
after Republican House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
said it’s time 
to “pause” 
n e g o t i a -
tions, and a 
White House 
official ac-
knowledged 
there are 
“real differ-
ences” mak-
ing further 
discussions difficult.

McCarthy said resolution 
to the standoff is “easy,” 
if only Democratic Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s team 
would agree to some spend-
ing cuts Republicans are 
demanding. Democrats 
staunchly oppose the steep 
reductions Republicans 
have put on the table as po-
tentially harmful to Ameri-

cans.
It is un-

clear when 
n e g o t i a -
tions would 
r e s u m e , 
t h o u g h 
talks could 

pick up again over the 
weekend.

“We’ve got to get move-
ment by the White House 
and we don’t have any 
movement yet,” McCarthy, 
R-Calif., told reporters at 
the Capitol. “So, yeah, we’ve 
got to pause.”
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AUGUSTA — City council-

ors have rejected a propos-
al to consolidate all voting 
from the existing four ward-
based polling locations to 
the Augusta Civic Center, 
citing concerns that a cen-
tralized location would re-
sult in lower voter turnout 
by residents without trans-
portation.

The poll consolidation was 
proposed by Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Michael Michaud and 
recommended by City Clerk 

Kelly Gooldrup as a way to 
address problems includ-
ing the increasing difficulty 
of finding enough qualified 
workers to oversee four 
polling sites. The proposal 
was rejected in a 3-5 vote by 

councilors Thursday night 
following extensive debate 
and public comment.

Councilors and residents 
said studies indicate when 
the number of polling lo-
cations is reduced, voter 

turnout generally goes 
down. Others noted that at 
one time Augusta had eight 
wards and voting at 16 dif-
ferent sites spread across 
the city’s neighborhoods.

“Allowing our citizens to 
exercise a constitutional 
right, we should make that 
easier, not harder,” said Pat-
rick Paradis, a former city 
councilor and state legisla-
tor. “This looks like a solu-
tion looking for a problem. 
There is no problem having 
four wards. This is a red 

Augusta to keep voting locations separate 

Councilors reject plan to consolidate election polls for all 4 wards into single site

Joe Phelan/Kennebec Journal file
City councilors have rejected a proposal to consolidate all 
voting from the existing four ward-based polling locations to 
the Augusta Civic Center. Above, voters sit and stand as they 
fill in their ballots Nov. 5, 2019, at Augusta City Center.

White House admits
‘real differences’ make
negotiations difficult

DID YOU KNOW?
Negotiators are eyeing a 
more narrow budget cap 

deal of a few years, rather 
than the decade-long 

caps Republicans initially 
wanted, and clawing 

back some $30 billion of 
unspent COVID-19 funds.
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Classic car show continues to celebrate nostalgia, culture 

Joe Phelan/Kennebec Journal photos
Top: The back bumper of Willy Veilleux’s 1954 Willys Overland wood paneled wagon is seen Thursday at Ainslie’s Market in Gardiner. Above: 
People chat and check out classic cars on display. Gardiner’s Thursday Night Cruise-In returned to its old home for this week because the Gardin-
er Landing is still being cleaned up from recent flood damage.

Another 
classic car 
cruises 
into the 
parking lot 
Thursday 
at Ainslie’s 
Market in 
Gardiner.
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GARDINER’S THURSDAY NIGHT CRUISE-IN
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Augusta polling placesCHANGE NEEDED?
Advocates for the 

change said the city has 
increasingly had a hard time 

finding enough qualified 
election wardens and poll 
workers to run elections  
at four separate sites.
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Climate change is an 

enormous threat to Maine’s 
economy but also offers 
many opportunities for 
businesses willing to adapt.

That was the message 
presented Friday during 
ClimateWork Maine’s Sum-
mit on Maine’s Economy 
and Climate Change at the 
Augusta Civic Center.

The event was one of the 
state’s first large-scale 

events aimed at exploring 
climate change as an eco-
nomic issue — how it will 
impact the business com-
munity, what businesses 
can do to make the best of 
the shift, and what prod-
ucts and services will be 
needed.

The summit also was the 

first major event hosted by 
ClimateWork Maine, a new 
nonprofit coalition focused 
on helping Maine business-
es transition to renewable 
energy sources and take 
steps to reduce climate 
change.

More than 400 people 
came to Augusta to hear 

60 speakers and nearly 20 
presentations and panels 
covering a wide range of 
topics. Discussions ranged 
from tax benefits and the 
future of forestry to the fu-
ture of electric vehicles and 
the latest in heating tech-
nology. The Press Herald 
was a sponsor of the event.

The most efficient way 
to address climate change 
on both sides of the politi-
cal aisle is to present it as 
an economic issue, said 
Tiffany Adams, executive 
vice president of the Cli-
mate Leadership Council 
and the summit’s keynote 
speaker.

The council and the Maine 
Legislature are working on 
programs to incentivize 
U.S. companies to reduce 

SUMMIT ON MAINE’S ECONOMY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Businesses brainstorm how to deal with climate change
M

ore than 400 people came to Augusta to hear 60 speakers 

and nearly 20 presentations and panels covering a wide 

range of topics.
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