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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say
they want any increase in the debt lim-
it to be coupled with agreed-upon
terms for reducing the federal budget
defi�cit. At the same time, Americans
are more likely to disapprove than ap-
prove of how President Joe Biden and
negotiators on both sides of the aisle
are handling negotiations. Still, slight-
ly more approve of Biden’s handling of
the situation than of congressional Re-
publicans.

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

See DEBT LIMIT, Page 9A
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WORCESTER – With the hopes of
catching a stray ball and celebrating the
end of the school year, nearly 1,000 stu-
dents and educators traveled to Polar
Park on Wednesday to catch the
Worcester Red Sox take on the Lehigh
Valley IronPigs. 

Coming from almost a dozen diff�er-
ent schools throughout Central Massa-
chusetts, students and educators made
up a large portion of the crowd as part of
the team’s School Field Trip Day. 

“My favorite part of the day is just
watching them play,” said Dylan Diaz, a
fourth grader from Columbus Park Pre-
paratory Academy. “I want to be a base-
ball player someday.” 

Diaz, who said he enjoys watching
baseball, said he was going to decide on
who his favorite WooSox player was by
the end of the game Wednesday. 

Along with Diaz was his friend and
classmate Felix Estrada, who said he
was excited to be outside in good weath-
er with his friends. 

His favorite part of the day, he said,
was going on a tour of the park and get-
ting a little history lessons on the
Worcester and Pawtucket Red Sox —
something that schools were able to do
if they arrived early enough. 

Estrada said he enjoyed seeing all of
the diff�erent food options available
around the park, and also the Mighty
Casey bobblehead statue that greets
visitors attending the game. 

Ariella Robinson and Jazrielle Sierra,
both sixth graders at Columbus Park,
said they were excited to be able to cele-
brate the end of the school year with
each other and their friends before
heading off� to middle school in the fall.

Sierra said she is a big baseball fan,
and hopes to play softball in middle
school, especially after seeing the Woo-
Sox play in person. 

Trottier Middle School band director Jamison Clark conducts the band during the national anthem before the start of a
Worcester Red Sox game at Polar Park Wednesday. PHOTOS BY RICK CINCLAIR/TELEGRAM & GAZETTE
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Trottier Middle School trumpet players J.T. Talbot, left, and Matthew Fialkow
perform the national anthem with the school band before a Worcester Red Sox
game Wednesday as part of Field Trip Day.

Worcester Red Sox outfi�elder Narciso Crook tosses a ball to schoolchildren on a
fi�eld trip watching the game on the Polar Park berm Wednesday.

See FIELD TRIP, Page 9A

NORTH BROOKFIELD – Two resi-
dents are trying to put a stop to the Ru-
ral Justice Network’s Small Town
Pride drag performance scheduled
June 24 on the Town Common, while
also trying to recall two elected town
offi�cials who they said need to be “held
accountable.” 

In a letter dated May 10 and ob-
tained by Telegram & Gazette, Herb
and Kristi Seymour, a husband and
wife, called on residents to sign three
petitions that seek to cancel the drag
performance and recall Select Board
Clerk Brooke Canada and Board of
Health member Douglas Borowski.

The letter seeks to recall the two of-
fi�cials because of “extreme bias for in-
dividuals associated with the NB Dem-
ocratic Town committee over and
above the needs of the entire town,”
“blatant support of immorality,” and 
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