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Why each of those running can 
– or can’t – win Preakness Stakes
SPORTS, 1B

Thursday marked the end of the
public health emergency in the United
States, more than three years after it
was fi�rst declared to combat the novel
coronavirus by unlocking powerful
tools to detect and contain the emerg-
ing threat.

While it closes a chapter in history,
health experts point out the COVID-19
pandemic is not yet over as the virus
continues to claim about 1,000 lives
each week, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. To
date, more than 1.1 million people in
the country have died. 

“There’s no real mechanism to de-
clare an end to the pandemic, but it is
an end to the emergency phase, both
in the U.S. and globally,” said Crystal
Watson, associate professor at Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health.

Variants of the virus continue to ap-
pear, causing increases in hospitaliza-
tions and deaths across the country,
Watson said. But widespread immuni-
ty through infection and vaccines has
protected most Americans from devel-
oping severe disease.

The end of the public health emer-
gency also marks signifi�cant changes
to the COVID-19 response that could
aff�ect testing and treatment, vaccines,
data reporting, health coverage and
telemedicine. 

Here’s what that will look like:

Testing 

Consumers can still order free home
tests through COVIDtests.gov, but ac-
cess might change because the Biden
administration has paused buying 

As health
emergency
ends,what
changes?
Plenty, from free testing
to COVID data collection

Adrianna Rodriguez 
and Ken Alltucker
USA TODAY
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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national economy
would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is
not increased and the government de-
faults on its debts, according to a new
poll, even as few say they have a solid
understanding of the ongoing debt limit
negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-
dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load, which
currently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot of
attention to the latest debt limit debate
because he’s thinks it will be resolved in
time to save the economy from harm, as
in the past. But he expressed concern
about the level of U.S. borrowing, calling
it “astronomical” and “out of hand.”

“I’ve learned from the past that they
always at the last minute come up with a

Poll: Many worried about debt limit

The U.S. is inching closer to the June 1 deadline to raise the debt ceiling or risk
defaulting on the nation’s $31 trillion in debt. A default would likely spell
catastrophe for the U.S. economy, with spillover throughout the globe, and
would prompt a probable recession. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP FILE
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More than fi�ve years after his son was
gunned down in the deadliest mass
shooting in modern U.S. history, Rich-
ard Berger still asks why.

Why Stephen Berger was killed the
day after celebrating his 44th birthday.
Why the gunman rained bullets over the
Las Vegas Strip in 2017, turning a coun-
try music festival into a bloodbath. Why
the massacre’s death toll didn’t shock
U.S. leaders into doing more to prevent

that kind of violence from happening
again and again.

Why?
“It’s just a hole in our hearts,” Berger

said. “We just don’t know, and we just
don’t know what to say.”

For the Bergers, the families of the
other 59 victims in Vegas – and relatives
and friends of countless others slain in
mass killings across the country in the
years since – the questions loom just as
large now as when the crimes hap-
pened. Yet the carnage continues. 

Over the fi�rst four months and six

days of this year, 115 people have died
in 22 mass killings – an average of one
mass killing a week. That includes the
bloodshed Saturday at a Dallas-area
mall where eight people were fatally
shot.

The total represents the highest
number of mass-killing deaths this
early in the year since at least 2006, an
Associated Press data analysis shows,
and the deaths were already happen-
ing at a record pace before the horror 

Families, experts seek
answers on mass shootings

People look at a display of wooden crosses and a Star of David on Sept. 25, 2018, at the Clark County Government Center
in Las Vegas. The deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history took place on the Las Vegas Strip in 2017.
JOHN LOCHER/AP FILE

Nation has averaged one mass killing a week so far in 2023
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