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BUY 3 GET 1 FREE 
ON SELECT SETS OF TIRES THROUGH 

JUNE 4TH 2023!
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Valid only at Big O Tires locations below. Excludes diesels. *Five quart limit 
(add full synthetic for $20 additional). Trucks extra. Must present coupon. Not 

valid with any other offer. See dealer for details. EXPIRES 5/31/23.

• TIRE ROTATE & AIR CHECK
• OIL & FILTER CHANGE*

• CHECK MOST FLUID LEVELS 
• LUBE CHASSIS

• CHECK BELTS & HOSES
• CHECK CHARGING SYST.
• BRAKE INSPECTION
• MULTI-POINT INSPECTION
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New office gives Douglas County CASA 
more room to grow
With extra space, 
nonprofit hopes 
to do more for 
children in need

With an impending move to 
a much larger office space, a 
Douglas County nonprofit that 
advocates for kids under the pro-
tection of the court system is pre-
paring for what it hopes will be a 
period of substantial growth.

That nonprofit is Douglas 
County Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates, commonly re-
ferred to as CASA. 

By Austin Hornbostel
ahornbostel@ljworld.com

ABOVE: DOUGLAS 
COUNTY CASA 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ERICK VAUGHN 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR SARAH 
HOADLEY are pictured at the nonprofit’s new office on Thursday.
LEFT: A CONFERENCE 
ROOM on the second floor of the office.
BELOW: THE NEW 
OFFICE is at 725 N. 
Second St.
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Why cities 
in Kansas 

are planting 
more kinds 

of trees

Overland Park — Each fall, as tem-
peratures drop, people in this suburb can 
count on head-turning displays of richly 
hued maple leaves.

But maples make up about one-third of 
the city’s street trees, and Overland Park 
has learned the hard way that too much of 
a good thing can mean fragility.

So last year, the city 
put the kibosh on plant-
ing more maples.

The emerald ash bor-
er — a tiny, shiny green 
hitchhiker from Asia 
with a voracious appetite 
for a different beloved 
street tree — taught this 
city and others across 
Kansas and Missouri a 
painful lesson.

Now some communi-
ties are hedging their 
arboreal bets and pro-
tecting local home val-
ues and tax bases by em-
bracing variety.

Streets with mature 
trees command higher 
home prices, temper 
the dog days of summer, 
and draw more people 
outdoors for fresh air, 
walks and chats with 
neighbors.

“It is likely the em-
erald ash borer will kill all of Overland 
Park’s ash trees,” city spokeswoman Meg 
Ralph said in an email. “The more vari-
ety we have in our tree canopy, the more 
resilient it will be when the next inva-
sive species or tree disease comes to our 
community.”

Ash made up about a fourth of the city’s 
street tree canopy when the insect arrived 
a decade ago.

In a thoroughly globalized world, the 
city has no guarantee that a bug with a 
taste for maple syrup won’t turn up next.

By Celia Llopis-Jepsen
Kansas News Service

Community Police Oversight Work Group to hold its first meeting

After months of delay, the 
city has scheduled the first 
meeting of a work group that 
will consider changes to how 

the city handles complaints 
against police and other polic-
ing matters. 

The Community Police 
Oversight Work Group will 
hold its first meeting from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Monday in the 

Jayhawk Room at Fire Station 
No. 5, 1911 Stewart Ave., accord-
ing to a city news release. The 
city has contracted with Jona-
than Morris of J Morris Con-
sulting to provide facilitation 
services for the work group. 

Accountability concerns 
regarding the city’s process 
for handling complaints 
against police date back 
several years, and the work 
group will consider mak-
ing changes to how the city 

handles complaints against 
police, the role of commu-
nity oversight and the com-
munity’s relationship with 
police more broadly. 

Staff Report
news@ljworld.com

‘‘The more 
variety we 
have in our 
tree canopy, 
the more 
resilient it 
will be when 
the next 
invasive 
species or 
tree disease 
comes to 
our commu-
nity.”
— Meg Ralph, 
Overland Park city 
spokeswoman
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