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Amid tight security, Group of Seven leaders 
made an unprecedented visit to the Hiro-
shima Peace Memorial Museum on Friday 
— a highly symbolic move arranged by Japan 
that kick-started a critical three-day summit in 
the atomic-bombed city, and was intended to 
spur momentum for nuclear disarmament.

The visit, the brainchild of Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida, also saw the heads of the G7 
nations and the European Union lay wreaths 
at the cenotaph for victims of the atomic 
bomb, which was dropped on the city by the 
United States during World War II marking 
the first-ever use of the devastating weapon.

At the Peace Memorial Park — home to 
the museum — the G7 leaders took part in 
a tree-planting ceremony  and were briefed 
by Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi Matsui on the 
history of the Atomic Bomb Dome and the 
tragic events of Aug. 6, 1945.

The U.S. dropped a second bomb on the 
city of Nagasaki three days later. Around 
210,000 people — mostly civilians — are 
estimated to have died by the end of 1945 as 
a result of the attacks.

The museum visit saw Kishida explain 
the exhibits, and the leaders had a conver-
sation with Keiko Ogura, 85, a survivor of 
the attack, according to the Foreign Ministry.

The museum holds about 100,000 rel-
ics, photos and other items in its col-
lection, including burned and tattered 
clothing, charred lunch boxes, and human 
hair that fell out due to radiation exposure.  
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Grouping vows to rein in Russia’s ‘war machine’ 
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Nearly 15 months since Russian forces 
launched their attack on Ukraine, and with 
few signs of a cease-fire on the horizon, 
Group of Seven leaders agreed Friday in 
Hiroshima on a fresh set of measures to rein 
in Moscow’s “war machine” to “increase the 
costs to Russia and those who are supporting 
its war effort.”

Sending a strong message of solidarity 
with Kyiv ahead of an panned visit to Hiro-
shima by Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy — his first trip to Asia since the 
war began — the G7 pledged to tighten the 
screws on Moscow by building on previous 
onerous measures, the leaders said in a joint 
statement focusing on Ukraine.

The bloc said these measures would 

include further restrictions on Russia’s access 
to G7 economies, the beefing up of export 
bans “across all our jurisdictions” on “all 
items critical to Russia’s aggression” and the 
further targeting of those operating in key 
sectors, such as manufacturing, construction, 
transportation and business services.

“We will starve Russia of G7 technology, 
industrial equipment and services that sup-
port its war machine,” the leaders said in 
the statement, adding that the bloc would 
continue to shield agricultural, medical and 
humanitarian products from the measures 
“and make every effort to avoid potential 
spillover impacts on third countries.”

The statement also included measures 
intended to close off loopholes involving 
third countries that have allowed Russia — 
whose economy has proven surprisingly 
resilient — to at least partially evade an ear-
lier raft of sanctions imposed by the G7 and 
its partners, while reiterating the group’s 
commitment to hit the assets of individuals 
connected to Moscow’s aggression.

“We reiterate our call on third parties to 
immediately cease providing material sup-
port to Russia’s aggression, or face severe 
costs,” the G7 leaders said, adding that the 
bloc was engaging with third countries 
to strengthen their understanding of the 
measures.

The new measures came just hours after it 

was revealed that Zelenskyy would travel to 
Hiroshima for the G7 summit.

“There will be very important matters 
decided there, so physical presence is a cru-
cial thing to defend our interests,” Oleksiy 
Danilov, secretary of Ukraine’s National 
Security and Defense Council, told state 
television.

The Ukrainian leader is expected to arrive 
in Japan on Saturday, media reports said, and 
attend the G7 summit the following day. It is 
understood that Zelenskyy will hold bilateral 
talks with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 
who in March became the final G7 leader 
to visit Kyiv for a meeting with the wartime 
president.

Zelenskyy could also tour the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum, something the 

G7 leaders did on Friday. There they spoke 
with a survivor of the 1945 atomic bombing 
and were guided by Kishida through vivid 
exhibits displaying the horrors of nuclear 
weapons.

Zelenskyy’s presence will add gravitas 
to calls for unity and support for Ukraine’s 
war effort, while also spotlighting Kishida’s 
push to link a robust response to Moscow’s 
aggression with deterrence efforts in Asia — 
namely against what Tokyo sees as a growing 
threat from China.

“Russian aggression against Ukraine is not 
just a problem for Ukraine or Europe but also a 
threat to the security and prosperity of people 
everywhere,” Kishida wrote in an essay pub-
lished Thursday in Foreign Affairs magazine.

But despite the new developments, the 

actual effectiveness of the latest G7 mea-
sures — as well as the symbolic value of 
Zelenskyy’s decision to attend the summit 
— remains an open question.

Moscow has been able to circumvent sev-
eral of the restrictions imposed by G7 mem-
bers since the war began, including a price 
cap on oil exports, and win over alternative 
markets for its energy commodity sector.

The European Union, meanwhile, has 
been reluctant to enforce binding export 
restrictions on Russian energy, despite the 
efforts of some of its largest economies to 
move away from Moscow for their gas and 
oil supplies.

On top of that, a majority of the “Global 
South” developing nations — a key focus of 

French President Emmanuel Macron, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and U.S. President Joe Biden lay wreaths at the cenotaph for atomic bomb 
victims in the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima on Friday. POOL / VIA AFP-JIJI
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