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The State needs to overhaul its
plan to reform direct provision
and revisit how it houses
asylum seekers and refugees in
light of the current crisis, an
unpublished paper has
recommended.

The paper, which was drawn
up for the Department of
Integration, recommends that
six new “phase one” reception
centres be established around
the country. It also advises that

the Department of Integration
should be given a budget for
“large scale capital investment”
to acquire accommodation and
that it should abandon the use
of private accommodation like
hotels – which has “serious
limitations” – with two new re-
ception centres recommended
for purchase this year or early
next.

It suggests setting up a new
agency to oversee the system
and advises that the State
should plan for 14,000 asylum

seekers arriving in 2023 and
2024, and for a possible
increase of 10 to 15 per cent in
addition to that.

On top of that, it says it would
be prudent to plan for at least
30,000 arrivals from Ukraine
in 2023. It says it is vital that the
current whole of Government
approach to the crisis “be
transformed as much possible
into permanent structures”.

Directprovision
The paper was drawn up by a
subgroup of a programme
board which itself was
established to oversee the
implementation of the White
Paper to End Direct Provision,
which has been overtaken by
the migration crisis.

It calls for a “fundamental
reassessment” of the plan to
implement the White Paper
with assumptions underlying it

“no longer appropriate”. The
situation has created “unprece-
dented challenges” for the
Department of Integration in
meeting its obligations to inter-

national protection applicants
and those fleeing the war in
Ukraine – but also creates a
“unique opportunity” to build
on the “remarkable mobilisa-
tion across Government” seen
in the last year.

Senior Coalition sources said
last night they had not yet seen
the leaked document.

Advancenotification
It comes as the Government
pushes ahead with its plans to
open more accommodation
centres for refugees and
asylum seekers after a week of
protest at a hotel in Co Clare.

The Department of Integra-
tion this week distributed
advance notification for two
more centres as well as the four
it said it intends to open in the
coming weeks — with the
number of unaccommodated
asylum seekers yesterday fall-

ing significantly to 300 from
over 500 as new beds came on
stream.

Documents seen by The Irish
Times show that there are
plans to accommodate 66 men
in the Dublin suburb of
Ranelagh, as well as a further
77 people in Co Clare — this
time in the east of the county, at
a hotel in Scariff.

Between the six projects, the
department ultimately envisag-
es bringing 1,061 new places on
stream. While this would be
enough to accommodate those
who have not yet been offered a
bed, many are only coming on a
phased basis, with the
Government promising an
initial 350 across four projects.

It has also emerged that hun-
dreds of beds in so-called rest
centre-style accommodations
were not being used for asylum
seekers.
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The Quinn Insurance adminis-
trators have detailed how they

received tens of millions of euro
in professional fees, after a
court application by The Irish
Times for private reports on
the demise of the defunct
company.

The insurer’s collapse, one of
Ireland’s largest insolvencies,
cost taxpayers some ¤1 billion
to pay liabilities the company
could not meet. A surcharge is
still imposed on all motor and
home insurance policies to

contribute to the cost of
winding down the business.

Accountants Grant Thornton
received ¤41.5 million over 13
years, according to a fee
summary provided with 23
progress reports the firm
submitted to the High Court on
its Quinn Insurance work.

Grant Thornton partners
Michael McAteer and Paul
McCann were appointed joint
administrators in 2010, work
that continued until the High
Court placed the insurer in
liquidation last week.

The Grant Thornton fees
were in addition to ¤19.55 mil-
lion in payments for legal
services, in a further sign the

fallout from the insurer’s
collapse proved to be a
lucrative source of income for
accountants and lawyers.

Solicitors Maples & Calder
received ¤13.23 million and
solicitors McCann FitzGerald
received ¤6.35 million, inclu-
sive in both cases of counsels’
fees for barristers.

Allegednegligentauditing
The legal fees reflect costs
incurred in both the administra-
tion and in a case the adminis-
trators took against former
Quinn Insurance auditors PwC
for alleged negligent auditing,
Grant Thornton said.

PwC denied such claims but

paid ¤54 million last year to
settle the case, inclusive of the
administrators’ costs. PwC’s
costs were ¤25 million,
bringing professional fees in
the administration and
associated litigation to some
¤85 million.

That sum is less than the
¤100 million calculation set out
last week by The Irish Times in
a report citing “legal provi-
sions” for ¤32.47 million in
litigation costs that the
administrators set aside in
annual accounts filed with the
Companies Office.

In a report to the court last
June, the administrators said
their own costs would have

reached ¤60 million for
prosecuting the PwC case if
they lost the action.

The progress reports were
provided to the paper after it
applied last week to Mr Justice
David Barniville, president of
the High Court, for access to
the documents.

Grant Thornton had previ-
ously declined to release the
records and the Courts Service
said it could not provide them
as they were not in the case file.
In a brief hearing yesterday,
Mr Justice Barniville thanked
the administrators for making
the reports publicly available
with very light redactions for
commercial sensitivity.
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