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Corrine Cuffle, St. Patrick 
School principal in Terre Haute, 
said she was “quite shocked” by 
the Indiana General Assembly’s 
recent expansion of the private 
school voucher program, called 
Choice Scholarships.

The final two-
year state budget 
provides for a 
near-universal 
voucher pro-
gram, with about 
97% of Indiana 
students now 
qualifying. The 

program is funded by taxpayers.
“A few years ago, we would 

have never thought it was going to 
expand to what it did,” Cuffle said. 
About 70% of St. Patrick families 
are currently Choice Scholarship 
recipients.

She doesn’t see major changes 
for the school as a result, “but I do 
think for our families already here, 
who are not Choice recipients, it 
will provide them with some aid,” 
she said.

The biggest change impacting 
St. Patrick is elimination of the 
eight pathways currently in place 
that determine student eligibility 
for the voucher program (in addi-
tion to income limits).

Also, private schools such as 
St. Patrick can now use anoth-
er change related to tax credit 
scholarships to benefit preschool 
students. “Currently our pre-school 
families don’t receive any financial 
aid,” Cuffle said.

Funding for those scholarships 
comes from private, charitable 
donations to qualified scholarship 
granting organizations (SGOs). 
Donors (individuals or corpora-
tions) are eligible to take advan-
tage of a 50% tax credit.

So with those eligibility tracks 
being taken away and the inclu-
sion of preschool to benefit from 
the tax credit scholarship program, 
“We will be able to provide our 
preschool families with opportuni-
ties for financial aid, which I think 
will be a big help,” Cuffle said.

St. Patrick 
School 
pre-school-
er Kenne-
dy Denton 
works on 
a puzzle 
with her 
classmates 
Wednes-
day at the 
school.
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PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE?

Indiana legislature approves near universal private school voucher program

21 billion
 � In the recently concluded legislative session, funding for 

K-12 education accounted for nearly $21 billion, or 47%, 
of all appropriations, according to the Indiana Capital 
Chronicle.

400% or $220,000
 �Starting July 1, the income ceiling for the program 

will raise to 400% of the amount required for a student 
to qualify for the federal free or reduced price lunch 
program, equal to about $220,000 for a family of four.

300%
 �Currently, vouchers are limited to families that make less 

than 300% of the free or reduced lunch income eligibility 
level, meaning a family of four can make up to $154,000 
annually.

BY THE NUMBERS
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St. Patrick School Principal Corinne Cuffl e talks with students in the lunchroom Wednesday. Below, St. Patrick School student Conrad Farnsworth uses 
a computer to program a Finch robot Wednesday in the school’s STEM lab.

Baseball has introduced Terre Haute 
to newcomers before. It’s about to do so 
again.

Through the first half of the 20th cen-
tury, followers of the Three-I League, a 
professional minor league circuit, traveled 
to Memorial Stadium to watch their home-
town teams play road games against the 
host Terre Haute club — known variously 
as the Hottentots, Phillies, Tigers and Huts.

Out-of-towners have long trekked here 
to watch high school games, youth tour-

naments and the college teams at Indiana 
State and Rose-Hulman.

One of the more rare visitor-drawing 
baseball moments, though, is the chance 
for Terre Haute to host a big tournament. 
ISU has done that a handful of times, host-
ing the Missouri Valley Conference Tour-
nament at Bob Warn Field in 1982, 2014 
and 2016. ISU is about to host the MVC 
Tournament again, from May 23 to 27.

Turn to VOUCHER, A6

Community on display as MVC 
baseball tournament comes to town
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Indiana State’s Adam Pottinger keeps his hand on fi rst base after he avoided the tag 
during the Sycamores’ 5-0 win over the Murray State Racers on May 13 at Bob Warn 
Field.Turn to BENNETT, A6


