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PUZZLES & ADVICE 
■ See what Dear Abby has to 
say and exercise your brain with 
one of our puzzles. B4-B5
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ALL EYES 
ON ROOKIE 

■ Colts QB Richardson 
begins full practice next 
week. B1

ALSO INSIDE
■ Find circulars to your favorite 
retail stores and have a laugh 
with the color comics.

ALSO INSIDE

IN-DEPTH

VOUCHERS 
■ Indiana legislature 
approves near-universal 
private school program. A8
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WEATHER THANK YOU
Our subscribers are special to us: 
• Jack Holderman
• Kimberly Franks

Postal delivery information:

$290
coupon 

savings
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PET OF WEEK 
■ Meet Goose! This adorable 
9-month-old feline is ready 
for adoption at the Kokomo 
Humane Society. A3

70 
51 
Partly sunny and cool.
Full forecast on A10.

KIM DUNLAP
KOKOMO TRIBUNE

PERU — A former Indiana State 
Police trooper who plead guilty earlier 
this year for battering a colleague was 
sentenced to 60 days in the Indiana 
Department of Correction.

Michael Meiser, 44, was initially 
arrested in May 2022 on a misde-
meanor charge of battery, according 
to online court records.

The charge and subsequent sen-
tence stems from a March 30, 2022, 

incident in which 
Meiser — a 16-year 
veteran of ISP — 
reportedly walked up 
behind an unidenti-
fied female officer 
while she was loading 
firearm magazines 
inside a gun range 
shed, according to 
court documents.

Meiser then report-
edly “sniffed” the woman, per a 
probable cause affidavit.

Court documents indicate the 
woman then turned around and asked 
Meiser if he was sniffing her, to which 
he denied.

The woman later told investiga-
tors that she was “creeped out” and 

“annoyed” by the encounter with 
Meiser, and the incident appeared 
to escalate later on when the woman 
threw away some trash, per the affi-
davit.

It was during that encounter, the 
woman told investigators, that she 
saw Meiser drop some money, per 
the affidavit.

When the woman reached down 
to pick up the money to return it to 
Meiser, that’s when he reportedly 
grabbed her on the top portion of her 
head, “pulled her toward his groin and 
thrust his groin toward her head,” the 
affidavit detailed.

The woman also told investigators 
that Meiser told her, “Here’s a way for 
you to earn the money.”

According to court records, both of 

those reported encounters between 
Meiser and the woman were wit-
nessed by other law enforcement 
officers who attended the training.

Court records added that Meiser 
did not appear to deny or dispute any 
of the information the woman told 
authorities.

An ISP media release regarding the 
incident at the time noted that, pend-
ing the results of the investigation 
into Meiser’s actions, he was placed 
on administrative duties.

On Friday, the Tribune reached out 
to ISP for further comment, and a 
spokesman there stated Meiser is no 
longer employed with the agency.

Meiser is expected to report to the 
Miami County Jail on Monday.

Former ISP trooper gets 60 days in battery case
Incident involved 

defendant and female 
colleague

Michael 
Meiser
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Joi Stites looked around her 
classroom at the end of the school 
day. It’s a sunny afternoon in late 
April.

Not much has changed since 
1979. Shelves were added one year. 
The carpet has been replaced twice.

The chalkboard at the front of the 
room could be considered an his-
torical artifact.

“I think I’m the only teacher in 
the Northwestern system that has 
a chalkboard,” Stites said.

Dry erase boards, Expo markers, 
iPads and Smartboards have made 
chalkboards obsolete, but not in 
Stites’ first grade class at Howard 
Elementary School.

The students like writing on it, 
she said. They like the feel of chalk 
on chalkboard. Not many kids get 
that experience anymore.

The chalkboard remains, at her 
request.

Much like the board, Stites has 

been a mainstay at Howard Ele-
mentary, but there is a big change 
coming next school year.

After 44 years, all spent teach-
ing first grade, at the same school, 

inside the same classroom, Stites is 
retiring.

ALL SMILES
A day in Stites’ classroom begins 

with a hug and a smile.
It’s one way Stites puts into the 

world what she’d like to see — kind-
ness.

She practices it herself, with her 
signature smile. The little things 
can go a long way, Stites said, such 
as making small talk with the per-
son who bags your groceries. Some 
chit chat could make their day. It 
makes her feel good, too.

More than anything, she wants 
her students to be kind.

State standards are important 
but so is common courtesy and 
manners. Her students learn it all.

“I want them to learn to be good 
people,” Stites said.

Former students remember her 
hugs and smiles.

“She had the best smile of 
everyone I know,” said Kristin Can-
delaria.

Candelaria was once a first grader 
in Stites’ class. So was her sister, 
brother and her son Easton. Stites 

HONORING JOI-FUL LESSONS

Teacher retiring after 44 years in the same classroom

Photos by Tim Bath | Kokomo Tribune

Joi Stites, a fi rst grade teacher at Howard Elementary School, uses word fl ash cards with students Wednesday. Stites has taught at 
Howard for 44 years, all in fi rst grade, all in the same classroom. She is retiring at the end of the school year.

Not much has changed in Joi Stites’ fi rst grade classroom 
at Howard Elementary School during her 44 years teaching. 
She’s pretty sure she has the last remaining chalkboard in the 
Northwestern School Corporation.

See TEACHER  on A3


