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Your home – it’s now a place that serves you in many different ways. The time is right to 
beautify and protect the home you love – inside and outside. Let CertaPro Painters® of 
Indianapolis serve you and your home by painting it with the care and attention to detail that 
only a local neighborhood company can offer. We focus on the right things to make your home 
improvement experience easy and worry-free. Schedule your FREE estimate today and let 
us help you refresh your home this spring.

THE POWER OF FRESH COLOR.

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.

FREE ON-SITE OR  
REMOTE ESTIMATES

317-643-7861

$600 OFF ON YOUR 
NEXT PAINTING PROJECT*
*Offer applies to residential painting projects $5,000 or more. 
Offer must be presented during time of estimate. Not valid on 

current estimates or proposals. Available at CertaPro Painters® 
of Indianapolis. Offer expires 8/31/23.

FREE PAINT 
UPGRADE

*Offer applies to residential painting projects $5,000 or more. 
Offer must be presented during time of estimate. Not valid on 

current estimates or proposals. Available at CertaPro Painters® 
of Indianapolis. Offer expires 8/31/23.

Three Hancock County Communi-
ty Corrections offi�cers unwittingly
recorded themselves making racist
and derogatory comments about a
young Black man under the agency’s
supervision, prompting a federal
lawsuit accusing them and county
offi�cials of civil rights violations.

Ja’Michael Bryant, who was
placed on home detention in 

Ja'Michael Bryant and his mother,
Shontae Davidson. PROVIDED 

Corrections
workers’
comments
lead to suit 
Kristine Phillips 
and Alexandria Burris
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See COMMENTS, Page 3A

WASHINGTON – A top debt ceil-
ing negotiator for House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said Friday it’s time
to “press pause” on talks as negotia-
tions with the White House came to
an abrupt standstill at the Capitol.

Rep. Garret Graves, R-La., tapped
by McCarthy, R-Calif., to lead the
talks, emerged from an hourlong 

Debt limit
talks stall as
Republicans
‘press pause’ 
Kevin Freking, Lisa Mascaro 
and Zeke Miller
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See DEBT LIMIT, Page 4A

After school administrators allegedly canceled the
spring play at Carroll High School amid community mem-
bers’ complaints about its LGBTQ+ characters, a group of
students decided to produce the play independently, rais-
ing over $80,000 to support the production, which runs
this Saturday in Fort Wayne.

The school district, in a written statement, denied the
allegation, saying they made this decision with the experi-
ence and safety of the kids in mind.

The disputed play is Adam Szymkowicz’s “Marian, or
the True Tale of Robin Hood.” The 2017 play is described as
“gender-bending, patriarchy-smashing” spin on the Eng-
lish folktale. The students are putting on an amended “teen
edition” of the comedy, which features a nonbinary charac-
ter and a same-sex couple fi�ghting against Prince John to
protect the vulnerable.

“It just kind of felt hopeless at the time,” senior Breanna
Hess told Michael Oberholtzer, a Fort Wayne native and
Broadway actor, in a recording of a Zoom call provided to 

Students to perform play
with LGBTQ+ characters

Canceled on campus, group produces it independently
Cate Charron Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

Carroll High School students Trey McFarland and Peyton
Stratton confer with director Blane Pressler at the fi�rst
rehearsal for “Marian, or the True Tale of Robin Hood” on
May 3.
TOP: Carroll High School students react to a video of
support from the Broadway cast of Sweeney Todd on
May 9. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MARIAN LIVES See PRODUCTION, Page 3A

“I wasn’t surprised, unfortunately, when I heard that the play was canceled, 

but it doesn’t mean I was any less upset.”
Stella Brewer-Vartanian 

Carroll High School senior


