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 ANDERSON — With nearly 23 
years of service to Madison County, 
1,332 admitted to the program and 
a 57% success rate, the Madison 
County Problem Solving Court has 
been making strides to reduce recidi-
vism through rehabilitation.

Participants are required to adhere 
to strict requirements which include 
attending classes and therapy ses-
sions and working at least 35 hours 
per week for two to three years.

Those who meet those require-
ments get to stand before the 
community and celebrate their 
completion of the program. Nearly 11 
were celebrated Wednesday evening 
in the auditorium of the Anderson 
City Building.

“(The 57% success rate) speaks to 
not only how difficult this disease 
(substance abuse disorder) can be to 
manage but also how very difficult it 
can be to learn a new life,” said Katie 
Stapleton, coordinator for Madison 
County Problem Solving Court.

“We’ve had more than a few tell us, 
‘Katie, just send me back to prison, 
it’s so much easier there,’” she added. 
“Well, quite frankly, it is.”

Graduates were introduced by 
those affiliated with the problem 
solving court team. After being 
introduced, graduates were given 
certif icates of completion and 
T-shirts, among other items.

After receiving their items, each 
graduate delivered a speech.

“It’s just begun,” Danny Aiman 
said. “This is just the start. This 
problem solving court helped me get 
the foundation of my life and now it’s 
going to be up to me to build on it.”

Aiman entered the program after 
being sentenced to 18 years in prison. 
He served six years before entering 
problem solving court.

Aiman was accompanied by sup-
portive family and friends who 
cheered him on during his speech.

Aiman said he lost everything, 
including his family, because of his 
behavior, but said his relationships 
have been restored.

“All glory and praise be to God,” 
he said.

Stapleton named several life 
improvements the graduates had 
made, including getting a valid 
driver’s license and continuing their 
education.

Stapleton announced that all 11 

SEEKING SOLUTIONS
JOE MAHONEY

CNHI NEWS

Even after a torrent of reports 
over the decades on the nation’s 
shortage of affordable housing, the 
dream of having a decent place to 
live remains out of reach for too 
many Americans.

Experts say it’s a crisis exac-
erbated by soaring construction 
costs and escalating prices for 
existing apartments and houses. 
Communities, state governments 
and advocacy organizations are 

struggling to identify solutions.
Fresh solutions to the affordabil-

ity crisis were highlighted recently 
by Ivory Innovations, a nonprofit 
think tank housed at the Univer-
sity of Utah. Among them:

• A program to support the cre-
ation of thousands of units of 
multifamily housing cooperatives, 
launched by the Frolic Community 
of Seattle. This effort is aimed at 
assisting people seeking to transition 
from renting to homeownership.

Fixes for scarcity of affordable housing come into focus
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CNHI SPECIAL REPORT: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Roger Nomer | CNHI News

Teresa Davis and Gina Ehrmantrout cut the ribbon in December 2022 on their new duplex provided through the Joplin Area Habitat 
for Humanity in Joplin, Missouri. The duplex was the fi rst of its kind built in the Joplin area by Habitat for Humanity as the nonprofi t looks 
for ways to increase homeownership.

CARSON GERBER
CNHI STATE REPORTER

Rob Ryan wanted to work in Indiana 
after earning his degrees in school psy-
chology and community counseling. But 
with over $100,000 in student debt, it 
seemed unlikely he’d find a job in the state 
that paid enough to keep up on his loans.

That all changed when he learned about 
the National Health Service Corps. Since 
1972, the federal program has enticed 
health professionals to underserved areas 
by offering to pay off student loans. Today, 
the program promises to pay $50,000 for 
every two years served working in rural, 
urban or poor areas. 

Around 2005, Ryan applied to the 

program and was placed at the Bowen 
Center in Warsaw, which today provides 
mental-health services, primary care and 
life-skills coaching in 31 counties.

In around six years, his student debt 
was gone. But Ryan never left the Bowen 
Center. Today, he serves as its CEO and 
president.

“I came here because this was someplace 

to get my loans paid,” Ryan said. “By the 
time that happened, I was invested in the 
culture of Bowen Center, I was invested 
in the community and my reputation was 
built here.”

The National Health Service Corps has 
steadily grown over the decades to attract 

Funding for program to bring health care workers to Indiana at risk

 SUBSCRIBE   765-640-4848     ADVERTISE   765-648-4218     CLASSIFIED   765-640-4825     OFFICE HOURS   Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MAD LIFE ................ A8-A10
LOCAL, STATE .................A3
OBITUARIES .....................A4 
MARKETS ...................... A10

SPORTS .............. B1, B2, B4
COMMENTARY .................A6
COMICS .......................... B3
CLASSIFIEDS .............B4-B6

INSIDE NEWS TIPS
Call 765-640-4800 or email 
newsroom@heraldbulletin.com 
with news tips.

WEATHERPostal delivery information:

Today: Sunny. North 
northwest wind 9 to 11 
mph, with gusts as high as 
18 mph. Tonight: Clear.

67 | 45 
Full forecast on Page A10.

This report is part of a CNHI News three-part series on affordable 
housing. Read Thursday’s and Friday’s newspapers or visit 
heraldbulletin.com for additional reports in this series.

States responding to housing crisis with programs
JANELLE STECKLEIN

CNHI NEWS

As the nation’s affordable hous-
ing crisis continues to worsen, 
a multi-pronged approach from 
local, state and federal officials is 
needed, experts say.

Sarah Saadian, senior vice presi-
dent of public policy and field 
organizing for the National Low 

Income Housing Coalition, said 
that although low-income hous-
ing struggles aren’t necessarily 
new, the pandemic highlighted 
the connection between health 
and housing and how important 
housing stability is to people’s 
livelihood.

Saadian said that realization 
has “further fueled” pressure on 
policymakers to respond. Tack-

ling the affordable housing crisis, 
though, requires a comprehensive 
approach at every level of govern-
ment because each has different 
tools available to use.

Over the past month, reporters 
from CNHI News nationwide have 
sought to examine the issues sur-
rounding affordable housing, who 
is most impacted by a lack of it and 
what solutions states and commu-

nities have implemented in this 
multipart special report.

Across the country, state law-
makers are proposing various 
strategies to increase housing 
access. There’s been a “really 
significant increase” from commu-
nities in looking at local affordable 
housing initiatives, Saadian said.
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