
The Supreme Court on Friday said implications of 
the Allahabad High Court order for carbon dating 
of the Shivling-like structure merit closer scrutiny

Call for alternative to Carbon dating
■ Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for UP govt, expressed concerns 

regarding damage to the structure during the process. He said the govt 
will examine in consultation with the Archaeological Survey of India if 
there is an alternative method to ascertain the age of the ‘Shivling’

■ The high court order had said the structure should be unharmed

Centre, u.p. govt agree to adjourn study
A bench comprising Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud and judges P S Narasimha 
and K V Vishwanathan, issued notices to the Centre, the Uttar Pradesh 
government and the Hindu petitioners on the plea of the Anjuman Islamia 
Masjid committee against the HC order for scientific survey. Both the Centre 
and the UP govt agreed to the plea for adjourning the proposed survey for now

SC putS off SCientifiC Survey to 
determine Gyanvapi ‘ShivlinG’ aGe May 22

When arChaeoloGiCal Survey of india’S 
SCientifiC Survey WaS Slated to beGin

RBI decIdes to wIthdRaw the notes fRom cIRculatIon; they 
can Be exchanged at any Bank counteR tIll septemBeR 30

exchange facIlIty staRts on may 23; only 10 
`2,000 notes can Be exchanged at a tIme

S a C h i n  K u m a r  @ Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) on Friday announced the 
withdrawal of  `2,000 denomi-
nation banknotes from circula-
tion. however, the central bank 
clarified that the high-value 
notes will continue to be a legal 
tender. In other words, the pub-
lic can continue to use these 
notes for transactions.

The surprise announcement 
came as a shocker to many, re-
viving memories of  the hard-
ships the public had to face 
when the Centre announced de-
monetisation in November 2016 
and decided to scrap `500 and 
`1,000 currency notes over-

n i g h t .
This time, howev-
er, the authorities are confident 
there won’t be any chaos as the 
`2,000 banknote will continue 
to remain in use. 

The central bank has asked 
people to exchange the high-
value notes into other denomi-
nations or deposit them with 
banks until September 30 at 
any bank branch. Banks will 
start exchanging these notes 
from May 23. 

“Members of  the public can 

continue to 
use  `2 ,000 

banknotes for 
their transac-

tions and also re-
ceive them in pay-

ment. however, they are 
encouraged to deposit and/or 
exchange these banknotes on 
or before 30 September 2023,” 
RBI said in a note. 

RBI started printing `2,000 
notes in November 2016 after 
the `1,000 and `500 notes were 
scrapped overnight. 

explaining the rationale be-
hind the decision, the central 
bank said the objective of  in-
troducing `2,000 banknotes 
was met once banknotes in oth-

er denominations became 
available in adequate quanti-
ties. Therefore, printing of  
`2,000 banknotes was stopped 
in 2018-19. It has also been ob-
served that this denomination 
is not commonly used for 
transactions.

“About 89% of  the `2,000 de-
nomination notes were issued 
prior to March 2017 and are at 
the end of  their estimated life-
span of  4-5 years,” said RBI. 
“Total value of  these banknotes 
in circulation has declined 
from ̀ 6.73 lakh crore at its peak 
as on March 31, 2018 (37.3% of  
notes in circulation) to `3.62 
lakh crore constituting only 
10.8% of  notes in circulation 

on March 31, 2023,” it added. 
People can deposit `2,000 

banknotes into their bank ac-
counts or exchange them for 
banknotes of  other denomina-
tions at any bank branch. In 
order to ensure smooth opera-
tions and to avoid disruption of  
regular activities of  bank 
branches, exchange of  `2,000 
banknotes into banknotes of  
other denominations can be 
made up to a limit of  `20,000.  

A person can approach any 
bank branch to exchange notes 
irrespective of  the fact whether 
he or she has an account in that 
bank or not and can exchange 
`2,000 notes up to a limit of  
`20,000 at a time.

surgical strike on  2,000  notes
figuringitout
notes to Continue to maintain legal status

All banks shall discontinue issue of `2,000 denomination banknotes 
with immediate effect. ATMs may also be reconfigured accordingly. 
However, these notes will continue to be legal tender and can be used 
for transaction, payments etc even after September 30. Banks will also 
continue to accept `2,000 notes in deposit after September 30

speCial arrangements for senior Citizens
In order to avoid the kind of chaos witnessed after the 2016 
demonetisation, RBI has instructed banks to make arrangements to 
reduce inconvenience to the senior citizens, persons with disabilities 
etc, seeking exchange or deposit of `2,000 banknotes

Will rbi extend the sept 30 deadline?
Experts believe RBI is now trying to put pressure on the public to 
expend the high-value banknotes; it is likely to extend the date

SC panel gives clean chit to Adani
a r S h a d  K h a n  @ New Delhi 

The six-member expert panel 
set up by the Supreme Court 
has given a clean chit to the 
Adani group saying based on 
the information Sebi has pro-
vided, it has found no evidence 
of  stock price manipulation. 
The panel’s report, released on 
Friday, has also ruled out any 
regulatory failure by Sebi. 

The report says the stock-
markets regulator has not 
found any evidence of  artifici-
ality in the stock price rise or 
any material to attribute the 
rally in stock prices to any sin-
gle entity. According to the 
report, the contribution 
of  ‘suspected’ foreign 

portfolio investors, 13 in total, 
referred to in the hindenburg 
Research report is minuscule 
in the rise of  the stock prices of  
s ix  l is ted  Adani  g roup 
companies. 

The findings of  the panel 
come as a big relief  for embat-
tled billionaire Gautam Adani, 
whose group companies have 
lost about $120 billion in mar-

ket capitalisation and 
are under heavy 

scrutiny after 

US-based short seller hinden-
burg Research accused the 
port-to-power conglomerate of  
pulling the “largest con in cor-
porate history” by engaging in 
“brazen stock manipulation 
and accounting fraud”. 

The Adanis have always de-
nied the allegations and any 
wrongdoings.

however, the SC-appointed 
panel’s report notes there was 
evidence of  a build-up in short 
positions on Adani group 

stocks ahead of  the hinden-
burg report, published on Jan-
uary 24. The report claims prof-
its were earned from squaring 
off  positions after prices 
crashed post-publication of  the 
damning allegations.

The panel, however, also 
drew some red flags. It said that 
while Sebi suspected 13 over-
seas entities of  having alleged 
links with the promoters of  
Adani group, it could not gath-
er any concrete evidence from 
regulators in other jurisdic-
tions. Most of  the FPIs, who in-
vested heavily in Adani, are 
registered in offshore tax ha-
vens such as Cayman Islands, 
Malta, British Virgin Islands, 
Bermuda, etc.

doesn’t find regulatory failure
On the functioning of Sebi, the panel said based on the 

explanations provided by the watchdog, supported by 
empirical data, it does not see any regulatory failure 

around the allegation of price manipulation
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Warm WelCome
Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by the Indian diaspora in Japan’s 

Hiroshima city on Friday upon his arrival for the G7 Summit |  P9 |  PTI

S u d h i r  S u r a y W a n S h i  @ Mumbai

FoRMeR Narcotics Control 
Bureau zonal officer Sameer 
Wankhede, who is under a 
cloud for his alleged attempt to 
extort `25 crore from Shah 
Rukh Khan in exchange for the 
release of  his son Aryan in a 
drugs case, on Friday shared 
his WhatsApp chat messages 
with the Bollywood star in 2021 
to try and clear his name.

Purported transcripts of  
their conversation were part of  
the affidavit he filed in the 
Bombay high Court. The peti-
tion claims SRK’s text messag-
es “clearly portrayed that he 
has no grievances against the 
petitioner and has only re-
quested to be kind to his son 
(Aryan) Khan.”

After Aryan’s arrest, SRK 
had messaged Wankhede say-

ing, “You are a good man. 
Please be kind to my son. My 
son will break as a human be-
ing. I can only plead and beg 
you as a father. Please. You 
promised you will reform my 
child. I would never stand in 
front of  what you are doing. I 
have just believe in your good-
ness.” excerpts from the texts:
SRK: Sameer sahib may I speak 
with you for a minute please. 
Regards shah rukh khan. I 
know this is officially inappro-
priate and maybe outright 
wrong but once as a father if  I 
can speak with you. please.

Sameer: Pl call.
SRK: Can’t thank you enough 
for all the thoughts and person-
al insights you gave to me about 
my own. I will make sure that 
he turns out to be someone that 
you and I are both proud of. 
This incident will prove to be a 
turning point in his life I prom-
ise, in a good way. This country 
needs honest and hardworking 
young people to take it forward. 
You and I have done our PARTS 
The NeXT GeNeRATIoN 
hAS To FoLLoW...
SRK: Thank you. You are a 
good man. Please be kind to 
him today I request.
Sameer: of  course don’t worry
SRK: God bless you. I have to 
come personally whenever you 
say and give a hug... I have al-
ways had the highest regard for 
your uprightness and now it 
has increased manifolds... 

Wankhade reveals SRK’s messages

25-28 to take oath as 
ministers along with 
siddu & dKs today
d e v a r a j  b  h i r e h a l l i  &  p r e e t h a 
n a i r  @   Bengaluru/New Delhi

ChIeF Minister-designate and 
Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) leader Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy Chief  Minister-desig-
nate and KPCC president D K 
Shivakumar will be sworn in 
along with around 25-28 minis-
ters at 12.30 pm on Saturday at 
Sri Kanteerava Stadium in 
Bengaluru.

After days of  hectic 
parleys with Congress 
high command in New 
Delhi over deciding on 
who between Siddara-
maiah and Shivakumar 
would be the new CM 
and reaching a decision 
announced on Thurs-
day morning, Friday 
saw the two leaders 
back in Delhi to work 
out cabinet formation 
modalities. 

Siddaramaiah — who 
has presented as many 
as 13 budgets — is like-
ly to keep the Finance 
and Department of  Per-
sonnel & Administra-
tive Reforms portfolios, 
while Shivakumar vy-
ing for home along with State 
Intelligence portfolios may set-
tle for Water Resources and en-
ergy, according to sources privy 
to the meetings. 

It is learnt that the two lead-
ers started shortlisting the 
names of  probable ministers as 
soon as their flight took off  
from Bengaluru for New Delhi 
on Friday afternoon. While on 
board, each of  them drew up a 

list, which were later presented 
to the AICC president Mallikar-
jun Kharge at a closed door 
meeting, also attended by AICC 
general secretary (in-charge of  
Karnataka) Randeep Singh 
Surjewala and AICC general 
secretary (organisation) K C 
Venugopal. each name was dis-
cussed to decide on the best 
possible candidate for the min-
isterial berths.  

Former ministers K 
J George, Ramalinga 
Reddy and Krishna 
Byregowda from Ben-
galuru urban district 
are confirmed to get 
cabinet berths. Differ-
ences arose over inclu-
sion of  N A harris and/
or Zameer Ahmed 
Khan till late night 
when this paper went 
to press.

Former chief  minis-
ter Jagadish Shettar, 
who switched from BJP 
to Congress ahead of  
the polls in which he 
lost from hubballi-
Dharwad Central con-
stituency, is also said to 
be considered, while 
another BJP turncoat 

Laxman Savadi, too, is likely to 
make the cut. Savadi won on a 
Congress ticket from Athani. 
Former ministers like M B Pa-
til, Dr G Parameshwara, Priya-
nk Kharge, eshwar Khandre, U 
T Khader, Satish Jarkiholi, 
among others are also likely to 
be sworn in. Former minister 
K h Muniyappa or his daugh-
ter Roopakala Shashidhar may 
also be included.

no 
deCision 

on six 
names

Sources said in 
the case of at 

least six 
candidates for 
ministership, 

the high 
command 
remained 
indecisive

e x T o r T I o n  c h a r g e  c o u n T e r

Ordinance to 
regain control 
of delhi babus

poWer tussle

a n u p  v e r m a  @ New Delhi

DAYS after the Supreme Court 
ruled that the Delhi govern-
ment has legislative powers 
over all administrative services 
except matters pertaining to 
land, police and public order, 
the Centre on Friday took the 
ordinance route to set up an au-
thority that will decide on all 
postings and transfers.

Called the National Capital 
Civil Service Authority, it will 
make recommendations to the 
Lt Governor regarding transfer 
posting, vigilance and other in-
cidental matters of  Group-A of-
ficers from the DANICS cadre. 

The authority comprises the 
Delhi chief  minister as its head 
and Delhi chief  secretary and 
principal home secretary as 
members. All matters will be 
decided by a majority of  votes 
of  the members present and au-
thenticated by the principal 
home secretary, the member 
secretary of  the authority.

In other words, AAP conven-
or and Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal will not have 
the final word on transfers and 
postings of  officers.

earlier in the day, he had crit-
icised the L-G for delaying his 
assent to a file recommending  
the transfer of  Services Secre-
tary Ashish More. 

Criticising the ordinance, 
Delhi minister Atishi said, “it 
amounts to contempt of  the rul-
ing of  the Constitution bench 
of  the Supreme Court.”

madras Hc gets four 
new additional judges
e x p r e S S  n e W S  S e r v i C e 
@ Chennai/Delhi

The MADRAS hIGh CoURT 
on Friday got four new judges 
as the centre has notified the 
appointment of  district judges 
R Sakthivel, P Dhanabal, 
Chinnasamy Kumarap-
pan and K Rajasekar as 
additional judges of  
the court. With this, 
the total number of  
judges in the Madras 
hC stands at 64, against  
its sanctioned strength of  75. 
The four names were recom-
mended by the Collegium com-
prising CJI DY Chandrachud 
and Justices SK Kaul and KM 
Joseph on March 21.

As per the notification issued 
by President, the four addition-

al judges will hold office for a 
period of  two years from the 
date of  assuming charge. All 
the four, currently serving in 
the rank of  district judges, 
joined judicial service in 2011.

Dhanabal, born in 1974, en-
roled as lawyer in 1998. he 

was selected to judicial 
service as district judge 
in 2011 and had served 
in various positions in 
Dharmapuri, Tirunel-

veli, Cuddalore and Pu-
ducherry before becoming 

the Registrar General (RG) of  
the hC, his current post.

R Sakthilvel from Karur 
completed law in 1997 and en-
roled as a lawyer a year later. 
he practised law in Karur be-
fore becoming a district judge 
in 2011.  continued on P7

91.39% and 90.93% tN 
students clear class 10 
& class 11 board exams 
e x p r e S S  n e W S  S e r v i C e  @ Chennai

TAMIL NADU state board stu-
dents registered a pass percent-
age of  91.39 and 90.93 in the 
Class 10 and Class 11 public ex-
amination results, respectively,  
declared by the directorate of  
government examinations 
(DGe) on Friday. The pass per-
centage for both classes was 
90.07 last year. While Class 10 
pass percentage improved 
slightly compared to last year, 
it was still lower compared to 
pre-Covid levels. About 95.17% 
students had cleared the exam 
in 2019. A total of  9,14,320 stu-
dents, 4,55,017 girls and 4,59,303 
boys, wrote Class 10 exam held 
from April 6 to April 20 this 
year. of  this, 8,35,614 students 
had cleared the public exam.

While 94.66% girls had 
cleared the exam, pass percent-
age of  boys was lower by 6.5%.  
Last year, the difference be-
tween girls and boys’ pass per-
centage  was 8.55%. According 
to DGe data, 3,718 schools had 
registered 100% pass and 1,026 
of  them were government 
schools. The pass percentage of  
government schools was 87.45, 
government-aided schools 
92.24, and private schools 97.38. 
Perambalur district stood first 
in pass percentage with 97.67 
followed by Sivaganga at 97.53. 
Sivaganga topped the list with 
96.38% among government 
schools followed by Perambal-
ur (96.31%). 

While 98.93% students had 
cleared english, the number 
was around 95% for other sub-
jects including language, 
Maths, Science and Social Sci-
ence. Several students scored 
centum in Maths (3,649) fol-
lowed by Science (3,584), Social 
Science (320) and english (89). 
There were no centums in lan-
guage paper.

Speaking to reporters, school 
education minister Anbil Ma-
hesh Poyyamozhi said around 
23,000 students didn’t appear 
for Class 10 exam. “School edu-
cation department officials will 
track down absentees and make 
them write Class 10 exam simi-
lar to Class 12 exam absentees. 
Regardless of  marks, parents 
should continue to support 
their children,” he said.   P6

Students of a Chennai school celebrate 
Class 10 results on Friday |  P Jawahar
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