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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Centre on
Friday promulgated an ordi-

nance to create a National
Capital Civil Service

Authority for transfer of and
disciplinary proceedings
against Group-A officers

from the Danics cadre. The
ordinance comes a week
after the Supreme Court

handed over the control of
services in the national cap-

ital to the Delhi govern-
ment. Earlier in the day,

Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal alleged that the

Centre was planning to
bring an ordinance to over-
turn the apex court verdict.

The ordinance states that
“there shall be an authority

to be known as the National
Capital Civil Service

Authority to exercise the
powers conferred on, and

discharge the functions
assigned to it”. The authori-

ty shall comprise the chief
minister of the government

of the National Capital
Territory of Delhi as its

chairperson, along with the
chief secretary and the prin-

cipal home secretary, who
shall be the member secre-

tary to the authority.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  22

Actress Adah Sharma during a
promotional event for her film
The Kerala Story in Kolkata on
Friday. — PTI

Shubhakrut: Uttarayana
Tithi: Jyesta Shuddha
Padyami till 9.34 pm
Star: Kritika till 8.03 am

Varjyam: 12.44 am to 2.25 am
Durmuhurtam: 5.46 am 

to 7.29 am
Rahukalam: 9 am to 10.30 am

SUNSET TODAY 7.07 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.28 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 5.39 AM

MOONSET TODAY 8.01 PM

New ordinance by
Centre to control

Delhi admin again

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: For the first
time, the value of India’s
defence production has

crossed `1 lakh crore mark
in the financial year 2022-

23, the defence ministry
said on Friday.The value of
total defence production in
the country in 2021-22 was

over `95,000 crore.
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Defence production
value crosses `1L-cr 
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Ex-NCB official Wankhede
moves HC in bribery case,
terms CBI action ‘revenge’

NATION| 4
Xi meets Central Asian
leaders, calls for trade,
energy development
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Aishwarya’s silver hood outfit
at Cannes Film Fest leaves
social media underwhelmed
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The Prime Minister, who
reached Hiroshima in
Japan on Friday evening,
will meet Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in a bilateral
meeting on the sidelines
of the G-7 summit on
Saturday. Mr Modi will
hold three other bilateral
meetings on Saturday,
with French President
Emmanuel Macron and
with the leaders of South
Korea and Vietnam.

Responding to questions
over the India-China
standoff in eastern
Ladakh, Mr Modi said in
an interview with the
Japanese publication
Nikkei Asia on Friday
that India is fully pre-
pared and committed to
protecting its sovereignty
and dignity. He asserted
that the future develop-
ment of the India-China
relationship can only be
based on mutual respect,

mutual sensitivity and
mutual interests.

The Prime Minister also
emphasised that peace
and tranquility on the
border are essential for
normal bilateral ties
among the neighbours.

‘India is fully prepared
and committed to protect-
ing its sovereignty and
dignity,” the Prime
Minister said while
stressing his country’s
respect for sovereignty,
the rule of law and the
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes.

Mr Modi also made it
clear that “normalising”
the ties would benefit the
wider region and the
world.

India-China ties have
been fraught since the
Galwan clashes in June
2020. Both sides have been
periodically holding
meetings to defuse the cri-
sis at the border, but a
lasting solution has elud-
ed them so far.

On Pakistan, the publi-
cation quoted him as say-
ing that India wants “nor-
mal and neighbourly rela-
tions.”

“However, it is incum-
bent upon them to create
a conducive environment
free from terrorism and
hostilities. The onus is on
Pakistan to take neces-
sary steps in this regard,”
he said.

Speaking about the
Indian economy, he noted
that it has been one of the
world’s fastest-growing.

“Our progress is evi-
dent, as we have risen
from being the 10th
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Normal India, China ties
good for world, says PM  
To attend 4 bilaterals, 2 G-7 working sessions today
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NEW DELHI, MAY 19

As Karnataka gears up for
a major show of strength
by the Opposition, chief
m i n i s t e r - d e s i g n a t e
Siddaramaiah and his
soon-to-be deputy D.K.
Shivakumar held hectic
parleys with party senior
leaders in the national
capital on Friday over
Cabinet formation.
Almost 20 ministers are
expected to be sworn in on
Saturday.

Given the fact that the
sanctioned strength of the
Karnataka Cabinet is lim-
ited to 34 and there are too
many aspirants for minis-
terial berths, striking a
balance in accommodat-
ing representatives from
all communities, regions,
factions and also from
among the old and new
generation of legislators
will be the first major
challenge for Mr
Siddaramaiah.

Several MLAs have
already staked claims,
demanding a share for
their respective regions
and caste alliances. MLA
G. Parameshwara, who
was reportedly upset over
the denial of the deputy
chief ministerial post,
said on Friday that every-
one has to make a “sacri-
fice” at “some point” in
time.

“That is okay. We all
have to make sacrifices at
some point in time. It is a
good thing happening,”
Mr Parameshwara, a dalit
leader, said amid reports
that he and senior party
leader M.B. Patil, a
Lingayat leader, were
upset over the denial of
deputy chief minister
posts.

On being asked about
the Lingayat communi-
ty’s demand for a deputy
CM post for him, Mr Patil
said that he is confident
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Sidda & DKS in Delhi, discuss
‘balanced’ Cabinet formation

■ 20 ministers to take oath today ■ Lobbying for Cabinet on

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by the Indian diaspora in Hiroshima
on Friday. Mr Modi will attend the G-7 summit. — PTI

Karnataka deputy CM-designate D.K. Shivakumar oversees preparations for the oath-
taking ceremony at Sree Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru on Friday. — PTIIndia stands on the

side of peace and
will remain firmly
there. We are 
committed to sup-
porting those who
face challenges in
meeting their basic
needs…

— Narendra
Modi

Prime Minister

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, MAY 19

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday
withdrew `2,000 curren-
cy notes from circula-
tion but said that they
will continue to remain
legal tender. The Cent-
ral bank has advised
banks to stop issuing
`2,000 denomination
banknotes with immedi-
ate effect.

According to the RBI,
you can deposit or exch-
ange for lower denomi-
nation notes till Septe-
mber 30 for up to `20,000
at a time. The RBI’s 19
regional offices and
other banks will start
taking `2,000 notes for
exchange with lower
denomination notes
from May 23.

“In order to ensure
operational conve-
nience and to avoid dis-
ruption of regular activ-
ities of bank branches,
exchange of `2,000 ban-
knotes into banknotes of
other denominations
can be made up to a
limit of `20,000 at a time
at any bank starting
May 23,” said the RBI.

With this notification,
the RBI ordered banks
to stop issuing `2,000
notes to the public with
immediate effect.

As it continues to be

legal tender, the RBI,
however, said people can
also buy goods and ser-
vices till September 30.

As on March 31, `3.62
lakh crores, constitut-
ing 10.8 per cent of total
notes in circulation, are
in the `2,000 note
denomination. By
September 30, people
have to exchange `3.62
lakh crores worth `2,000
notes with notes of other
denominations.

“Deposits into bank
accounts can be made in
the usual manner, that
is, without restrictions
and subject to extant
instructions and other
applicable statutory pro-
visions,” the RBI said.

“The objective of intro-
ducing `2,000 banknotes
was met once banknotes
in other denominations
became available in ade-
quate quantities.
Therefore, printing of
`2,000 banknotes was
stopped in 2018-19.”

The RBI started print-
ing the `2,000 note in
November 2016 after PM
Narendra Modi scrapp-
ed high-value `1,000 and
`500 notes overnight.

HHiirroosshhiimmaa,,  MMaayy  1199::
Leaders from the Group
of Seven nations agreed
new sanctions on Friday
that they said would
“starve Russia of G-7 tech-
nology, industrial equip-
ment and services that
support its war machine”.

The move comes after
the United States, Britain
and the European Union
announced fresh efforts to
turn the screws on
Moscow, 15 months into
Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

The bloc, meeting in
Hiroshima, said that they
would move to further
restrict Russia’s access to
G-7 economies.

“We will broaden our
actions to ensure that
exports of all items criti-
cal to Russia’s aggres-
sion... are restricted
across all our jurisdic-
tions,” they said in a
statement.

“We will starve Russia
of G-7 technology, indus-
trial equipment and ser-
vices that support its war
machine,” added the bloc.

The grouping said they
would step up efforts to
prevent circumvention of
their existing sanctions
regime, “including target-
ing entities transporting
material to the front”.

Earlier on Friday, the
United States and other
members announced
their own new measures,
with a senior US adminis-
tration official saying
another 70 entities from
Russia and “other coun-
tries” would be placed on
a US blacklist.

London, meanwhile,
took aim at Russia’s $4-5
billion annual trade in
diamonds, announcing a
ban on the import of the
gems. — AFP 

G-7 readies fresh sanctions to
‘starve Russian war machine’ 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1199:: The
Supreme Court on Friday
deferred a scientific sur-
vey, including carbon dat-
ing, to determine the age
of a “Shivling”, claimed to
have been found at
Varanasi’s Gyanvapi
mosque, saying implica-
tions of the Allahabad
high court order merit
closer scrutiny. The high
court on May 12 had
ordered determination of
the age of the structure,
claimed to be a
“Shivling”, using modern
technology. However, the
mosque’s authorities have
said the structure is part

of a fountain in the “wazu
khana”, where ablutions
are performed before
namaz.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
issued notices to the
Centre, the Uttar Pradesh
government and the
Hindu petitioners on the
plea of the Anjuman
Islamia Masjid committee
against the high court
order for the “scientific
survey”, including carbon
dating, of the structure.

“Since the implications
of the impugned order
merit closer scrutiny, the
implementation of the

directions concerned in
the order shall stand
deferred till the next
date,” the bench, also
comprising justices P.S.
Narasimha and K.V.
Vishwanathan, said.

Solicitor-general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, expressed concerns
regarding damage to the
structure during the
process and said the gov-
ernment will examine in
consultation with the
Archaeological Survey of
India if there is an alterna-
tive method to ascertain
the age of the “Shivling”
found at Gyanvapi.

Senior advocate Huzefa
Ahmadi, appearing for the
Anjuman Islamia Masjid
committee, told the bench
that the survey work will
commence on May 22.

The Centre and the Uttar
Pradesh government both
agreed to the plea for
adjourning the proposed
scientific survey of the
structure for the time
being.

The high court had set
aside an October 14 order
of the Varanasi district
court that rejected a plea
for scientific investiga-
tion, including carbon
dating, of the structure
found in May last year
during a court-mandated
survey of the Gyanvapi
mosque located next to the
Kashi Vishwanath 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Defers survey, saying implications of Allahabad high court order merit closer scrutiny

Can be exchanged, deposited till Sept. 30

SC stays carbon dating of Gyanvapi ‘Shivling’RBI withdraws
`2,000 notes
from circulation

◗ ◗ TTHHEE MMOOVVEE comes
after the US, Britain
and the EU announced
fresh efforts to turn the
screws on Moscow, 15
months into Russian
Prez Putin’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine

◗ ◗ TTHHEE HHIIGGHH court had
set aside an October 14
order of the Varanasi
district court that 
rejected a plea for sci-
entific investigation of
the structure found in
May last year during a
court-mandated survey
of the Gyanvapi mosque

◗ ◗ PPEEOOPPLLEE CCAANN deposit
or exchange for lower
denomination notes till
September 30 for up
to `20,000 at a time

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, MAY 19

The CBI on Friday served
summons to West Bengal
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee’s MP nephew,
Abhishek Banerjee, for
his questioning at its
Kolkata office on
Saturday morning in the
government primary
school teachers’ recruit-
ment scam in the state.

The Trinamul Congress
scion got the notice from
the CBI hours after a divi-
sion bench of the Calcutta
high court rejected his
fresh plea for relief
against Justice Amrita
Sinha’s order on
Thursday to the CBI and
the ED to grill him in the
scam.

The anti-
corruption
branch of
the CBI,
which has
been prob-
ing the
scam, has
directed the
D i a m o n d
Harbour MP
to appear at

11 am on Saturday. 
Mr Banerjee said,

“Despite not being given
even a day’s prior notice,
I will still abide by it as I
have done no wrong.”

Reacting to the CBI mis-
sive, Ms Banerjee said at
a rally, “They dread him
politically because they
cannot fight him politi-
cally.”

■ More oon PPage 33

Mamata’s nephew will
face CBI grilling today

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  MMaayy  1199:: The
Opposition unity is all to
be showcased in the
swearing-in of Congress
leader Siddaramaiah as
chief minister of
Karnataka on Saturday,
as Bihar chief minister
Nitish Kumar, his Tamil
Nadu counterpart M.K.
Stalin and a host of lead-
ers will descend on this
southern state in a com-
ing together of the non-
BJP bloc ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha polls. Even as
the grand old party seeks
to promote Opposition
unity ahead of the hus-
tings next year, TMC
supremo and West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee,
however, would be con-
spicuous by her absence
at the event at Sree

Kanteerava Stadium. The
party, however, would
have a representation in
the event but the ruling
party in Karnataka saw
her absence as a “damp-
ener”.

Besides Mr Kumar,
those who have confirmed
their presence include Mr
Stalin, NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar and Natio-
nal Conference president
Farooq Abdullah, accord-
ing to Congress sources.

Congress president M
Mallikarjun Kharge has
also invited leaders of
JMM, RJD, Shiv Sena, SP,
PDP, CPI(M), CPI, MDMK,
RSP, CPI(ML), VCK, RLD,
Kerala Congress and
IUML for the ceremony,
the sources said.

However, the ruling Left

Democratic Front (LDF)
in Kerala criticised the
Congress for not inviting
the state chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to the
swearing-in ceremony,
saying the move shows
the grand old party’s
immature politics and
weakness.

The Congress’ move has
proved that it cannot
carry out the mission of
bringing together the sec-
ular democratic forces of
the country against the
BJP’s “fascist” politics,
LDF convenor E.P.
Jayarajan said in Kannur
in Kerala.

“Now, what anti-BJP
stand is the Congress
party going to adopt in the
country?” he asked, 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

In show of Opp. unity, Nitish,
Pawar to attend swearing-in 

Abhishek
Banerjee
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