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DARLENE SUPERVILLE
AND FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—About two-
thirds of U.S. adults say they are
highly concerned about how the
national economy would be af-
fected if theU.S.debt limit is not
increased and the government
defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say
they have a solid understanding
of the debt limit negotiations.
The poll shows about 6 in 10

say they want any increase in
thedebt limit to be coupledwith
agreed-upon terms for reducing
the federal budget deficit.At the
same time, Americans are more
likely todisapprove thanapprove
of how President Joe Biden and
congressional negotiators on
both sides of the aisle are han-
dlingnegotiations.Slightlymore
approve of Biden’s handling of
the situation than of congres-
sional Republicans.
The Associated Press-NORC

Center for Public Affairs Re-
searchpollwas conductedbefore
RepublicannegotiatorsonFriday
said theywould“presspause”on
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‘COPONAROOFTOP’
Normal police officers Darien Bachman, left, and Max Yanor rally support on Friday for the 20th annual “Cop on a Rooftop” fundraiser at the
Dunkin’ at 215 Greenbriar Drive, Normal. The statewide event has raised over $7.6 million for Special Olympics Illinois since the fundraiser’s
inception in 2003.

Poll:Most
say pair
hikewith
deficit cuts

TED ANTHONY
Associated Press

NEWYORK—At the end
of “The Searchers,” one
of JohnWayne’smost re-

nownedWesterns, a kidnapped
girl has been rescued and a
family reunited. As the closing
music swells,Wayne’s charac-

ter looks around at his kin—
people who have other people
to lean on— and thenwalks off
toward the dustyWest Texas
horizon, lonesome and alone.
It’s a classic example of a

fundamental American tall
tale— that of a nation built
on notions of individualism,
amale-dominated story filled
with loners and “rugged indi-
vidualists”who suck it up, do
what needs to be done, ride off
into the sunset and like it that
way.

In reality, loneliness in Amer-
ica can be deadly. Thismonth,
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy declared it an American
epidemic, saying that it takes as
deadly a toll as smoking on the
population of the United States.
“Millions of people in America
are struggling in the shadows,”
he said, “and that’s not right.”
He cited some potent

forces: the gradual withering
of longstanding institutions,

‘Struggling in the shadows’
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Circles designed to help prevent
the spread of the coronavirus by
encouraging social distancing line
Dolores Park on May 21, 2020, in
San Francisco. Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy said COVID-19
restrictions contributed to a rise in
loneliness in the U.S.

HANNAHMEISEL
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Democrats
in the General Assembly this
week lined up to push ameasure
that would allow state courts
to award punitive damages in
wrongful death lawsuits—ade-
parture from the status quo for
more than a century in Illinois.
Illinois is one of 16 states that

does not allow for the recovery
of punitive damages in wrong-
ful death cases, though the state
does allow for plaintiffs in per-
sonal injury cases to seek puni-
tive damages.
“It’s only when the plaintiff

has died from his or her inju-
ries that punitive damages are
precluded,” Senate President
Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, said
Thursday during a brief debate
on House Bill 219. “The award-
ing of punitive damages should
not turn onwhether the injuries
were severe enough to kill the
plaintiff.”
HB 219 would take the stan-

dards for seeking punitive dam-
ages inpersonal injury cases and
apply them to Illinois’Wrongful
DeathAct.Thebill is an initiative
of the Illinois Trial Lawyers As-
sociation,whichhashistorically

Demspush
punitive damages
inwrongful
death lawsuits
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Mason Slama
DeRosa, 11,

helps collect
donations

for the 20th
annual “Cop

on a Rooftop”
fundraiser on
Friday at the

Dunkin’ at 215
Greenbriar

Drive in
Normal. Mason

was helping
his mother,

Kendra
DeRosa, who
is a detective

for the
Normal Police
Department.


