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SPRINGFIELD — A bill that 
would reform Illinois’ arcane tax 
sale system is working through 
the legislature in the waning days 
of spring session as lawmakers 
seek to close loopholes that of-
ten leave properties languishing 
down the path to blight and, ul-
timately, demolition.

The legislation, sponsored by 
state Rep. Kam Buckner, D-Chi-
cago, aims to essentially get 
these properties out of a limbo 
status by making it easier for 
homeowners and business own-
ers to pay back their delinquent 
taxes or, if the property has been 
abandoned, allowing local gov-
ernments to intervene and take 
possession earlier than is allowed 
under current state law.

The bill passed the House 77-
37 Thursday afternoon. It needs 
Senate approval before heading 
to Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s desk.

Delinquent property taxes are 
put up for auction annually. Once 
they are sold, a lien is placed on 
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MATTOON — Faded advertis-
ing murals from past decades are 
being re-created and restored in 
the west end of downtown Mat-
toon.

Artist Peyton Morrow of Mat-
toon has undertaken this Amer-
ica’s Cup Coffee and Coca-Cola 
mural project on the east wall 
of Pat’s Lounge, 2019 Western 
Ave., on behalf of property own-
ers Carl and Kelsa Bartels. They 
purchased this property last fall.

“We decided to restore the 
American cup of coffee mural 
and add the Coca-Cola to it, as 
well, at the top since both mu-
rals were previously there,” Kelsa 
Bartels of the faded outlines of 
the old murals on the brick wall.

Bartels previously had Mor-
row create a new 3,000-square-
foot mural in 2021-2022 on the 
west wall of her adjacent House 
Brothers Tavern, 2009 Western 

Ave., which her family founded 
in 1905. This mural features im-
ages depicting the House fami-
ly’s long history of military ser-
vice, images that are painted on 
the backdrop of a giant U.S. flag.

The military service mural and 

the vintage advertising murals 
will face each other across the 
existing patio for House Broth-
ers Tavern and the adjoining, 
newly constructed patio for Pat’s 
Lounge.

“The town needs a pretty place 

to visit with friends and listen to 
live music this summer. We have 
bands lined up for every weekend 
till September, and wanted Pat’s 
wall redone for something bet-
ter to look at than the old brick,” 
Bartels said. Those music acts 
will include “The Voice” contes-
tant Allie Keck, a Neoga native, 
at 7-10 p.m. June 2 at the House 
Brothers patio.

Morrow said he appreciates 
Carl and Kelsa Bartels putting 
their trust in him to work on 
another mural project for them. 
Morrow said he enjoys preserv-
ing and re-creating vintage ad-
vertising murals, noting that he 
also did similar work this spring 
with old Bull Durham tobacco 
and Coca-Cola murals on build-
ings near the Kansas Post Office 
in west Edgar County.

To create his newest work, 
Morrow said he researched the 
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Artist Peyton Morrow of Mattoon has been re-creating and restoring faded Coca-Cola advertising mural on the east wall of Pat’s Lounge, 2019 
Western Ave., in downtown Mattoon.

Tax sale 
reform 
proposal 
on move

ROB STROUD
rob.stroud@lee.net 

MATTOON — Six-year-old 
Frankie Reed shared cookies and 
punch with heroes Friday after-
noon at the Odd Fellow-Rebekah 
Home nursing care center.

The young child accompa-
nied her mother, Rachel Reed, 
and other members of the Coles 
County Veterans Support Co-

alition’s Hero’s 6 team to this 
Mattoon nursing home to recog-
nize veterans there in advance of 
Armed Forces Day on Saturday, 
May 20. These volunteers pre-
sented certificates to the elderly 
veterans, sang military anthems 
with them, handed out refresh-
ments, and socialized.

“I think it’s important that 
Frankie learn to give thanks to 
these heroes,” Reed said, after 
they sat and visited with a Ma-
rine Corps veteran.

Frankie said her favorite part of 

Party at nursing home honors veterans
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Rachel Reed and her 6-year-old daughter, Frankie, visit with a Marine 
Corps veteran after the Coles County Veterans Support Coalition’s 
Hero’s 6 team held a recognition event for veterans Friday afternoon 
at the Odd Fellow-Rebekah Home nursing care center in advance of 
Armed Forces Day on Saturday, May 20.

The summer of 1989 be-
longed to Batman. Not just 
the character, but to the 

movie of the same name, one of 
those pop culture events that 

truly changed ev-
erything.

So it makes 
sense that in 
1990 Disney 
would want their 
own Batman. But 
Disney didn’t 
have a Batman 
to make a movie 
about. So un-

less they wanted to reboot the 
Bob Crane classic “Superdad,” 
their last, best option was Dick 
Tracy.

And despite how hard The 
Mouse tried to make this the 
event movie of that year, vir-
tually no one remembers it. In 

The case of 
the forgotten 
detective!
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Artist revives faded advertising murals on downtown walls

Owner Kelsa Bartels has arranged for murals to be placed on the west 
wall of House Brothers Tavern and the east wall of Pat’s Lounge in 
the 2000 block of Western Avenue in downtown Mattoon. The murals 
bookend the separate patios for the two bars.

Please see THROWBACK, Page A2

ARMED FORCES DAY

Coles County group 
visits to show they 
aren’t forgotten

STATE GOVERNMENT

Bill meant to stop 
deterioration, loss of 
vacant properties

INSIDE:
Legislators deal with all-gender 
bathrooms, Native American his-
tory, ride-share rules A3

Please see TAX SALE, Page A4

Please see VETERANS, Page A4

Please see MURALS, Page A4
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