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the former 
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Wilson site by 
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SPRINGFIELD — A bill that 
would reform Illinois’ arcane tax 
sale system is working through 
the legislature in the waning 
days of spring session as law-
makers seek to 
close loopholes 
that often leave 
properties lan-
guishing down 
the path to blight 
and, ultimately, 
demolition.

The legisla-
tion, sponsored 
by state Rep. 
Kam Buckner, 
D-Chicago, aims 
to essentially get 
these properties 
out of a limbo 
status by mak-
ing it easier for 
homeowners and 
business owners 
to pay back their delinquent 
taxes or, if the property has been 
abandoned, allowing local gov-
ernments to intervene and take 
possession earlier than is allowed 
under current state law. 
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Crews from S. Shafer Excavating continue the process of clearing away the rubble from the former Woodrow Wilson Junior High School building in 
Decatur. The property was purchased by the city of Decatur, which had become a light on the neighborhood since the school was closed in 1979. 
The city has agreed to sell the property to the Decatur School District for half the cost of demolition.

Tax sale 
system 
might 
reform
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 MOUNT ZION — When Boy 
Scouts of America allowed girls, 
Morgan Potter was sitting out-
side the o�  ce with her registra-
tion form, waiting for them to 
open on the fi rst day: Feb. 1, 2019. 

“I wanted to be in Scouts”, said 
Morgan, who is now an Eagle 
Scout. “While I was never al-
lowed in (before 2019), I grew up 
around the program because my 
dad does a lot for it. I got dragged 
along. It’s been a constant part of 
my life. I wanted to be an Eagle 
Scout. My dad is and Grandpa is, 
and I wanted to strive towards it, 

and I did it. I reached the top of 
the mountain.”

Morgan, 17, wasn’t content 
to stop with Eagle Scout and 
has earned 11 palms, which are 
awards beyond Eagle and re-
quire earning fi ve more merit 
badges each. She’s working on 
her 12th palm and will have 82 
merit badges by the time she 
turns 18, the maximum age for 
Scouts. Her Eagle project was a 
recreational fi re pit area at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, where 
an Easter vigil is held each year. 
The church was using a portable 

Female Eagle Scouts’ numbers growing

PROVIDED PHOTO  

Morgan Potter, left, Lillian Renfro and Sophie Rau have reached the 
rank of Eagle. Morgan and Sophie are from Troop 475 while Lillian is a 
member of Troop 911. 
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 DECATUR — Boys can be vul-
nerable to making poor choices 
when they’re turning into young 
men, and need extra guidance.

Sherrod’s Independent Men-
toring Program and The Boys and 
Girls Club of Decatur teamed up 
to o� er Street Smart, an eight-
week program where boys be-
tween 10 and 15 met weekly with 
Decatur police to discuss topics

“This (age) is a time period 
when a lot of them start get-
ting into trouble,” said Evyonne 
Hawkins, re-entry facilitator for 
SIMP. “Our main goal is to try 
and prevent that from happen-
ing, to try and get them to under-
stand some of the consequences 
of their actions, and the people 
they hang around with.”

On the fi rst day of the program, 

Street Smart 
program guides 
youth away 
from trouble

CLEARING OUT

“They’re 
tearing it 

down,” said 
Fred McBride, 

who lives 
nearby on 

Lincoln Park 
Drive. “I think 
it should have 

been done 
a long time 

ago. It’s been 
empty a long 

time.”
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