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TILTON — Thirty-year Til-
ton Village Board of Trustees 
member Bill Wear was sworn in 
Thursday night as the new part-
time Tilton mayor.

He succeeds Tilton Mayor 

Dave Phillips who was set to 
retire at the end of this month 
after serving 22 years.

Phillips has two years left of 
his term.

Wear was at the village hall 
Friday morning starting in on 
his new duties in the office.

Wear also has a part-time 

summer job mowing and doing 
some concrete and other work 
for the Danville Sanitary Dis-
trict. Wear said he’s off in the 
winter.

Wear retired in 2019 as Dan-
ville streets department lead 
worker after 40 years working 
with Danville Public Works.

“I’ll be up here as much as 
possible,” Wear said of being at 
Tilton’s village hall.

He knows a lot about vil-
lage operations having been a 
trustee, but he’s learning more 
about the “finer points and 
meetings and other stuff like 
that,” he said.

He said he’ll still be able to be 
reached by phone as needed too.

Wear’s first term on the Tilton 
Village Board started in 1989. 
He took a four-year hiatus due 
to his wife’s health, and then 
returned.
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TILTON — For the past 22 years, 
it’s been Dave Phillips at the helm as 
mayor of Tilton.

Now, he said it’s time for new lead-
ership.

“I always prom-
ised myself I wasn’t 
going to work past 
65,” Phillips said.

He turns 65 years 
old on June 5.

“ That was the 
biggest decision,” 
Phillips said about 
retiring.

Phillips’ last offi-
cial day was to be May 31, but he 
retired at Thursday night’s village 
board meeting and was recognized 
by the board with a plaque with a key 
to the city on it.

He has two years left in his four-
year term that he was elected to in 
April 2021.

He said he’s going to miss “helping 
the people more than anything.”

He will miss the employees too.
“They don’t want me to go,” Phil-

lips said.
If they need him, he’s a phone call 

away.
Phillips has worked in most capac-

ities at the village in his lifetime.
As mayor, he’s mostly been proud 

of the development.
“It brings our tax dollars in. That’s 

the biggest hurdle,” he said.
He’s worked with many busi-

nesses who have come to Tilton 
including Ameren Service Center, 
True Grit, County Market, Mach 1, 
Little Caesar’s, Danville Institute of 
Gymnastics, Autumn Fields, Better 
Days Bar, Cabinet City, Dollar Tree, 
Anytime Fitness, etc. There’s also 
been two bridge projects, a new park 
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DANVILLE — Local officials are 
trying to get ahead of the curve, so to 
speak, in making the area more com-
petitive for federal roadway-related 
safety grants.

A piece needed was more data for 
a Vermilion County Safety Action 
Plan.

A public open house Thursday 
night at Carle at The Riverfront 
showcased some of that data col-
lected, with a another public input 
opportunity.

A car crash analysis from 2017 to 
2021 in Vermilion County shows:

• Approximately 900 crashes per 
year, trending upward since 2019.

• 7 percent of all crashes result in 
a person being killed or seriously 

injured.
• A pedestrian or bicyclist involved 

in a crash is 5 times more likely to be 
killed or seriously injured than a per-
son in a vehicle/vehicle crash.

• Rural crashes are 3 times more 
likely to result in a fatal or serious 
injury compared to urban crashes.

• 40 percent of excessive speed 
crashes result in a fatal or serious 
injury, 6 times higher than when 

speed is not excessive.
The data collected also shows High 

Injury Network (HIN) areas and 
Equitable Target Areas to distribute 
safety improvements so all residents 
of all abilities can feel safe when trav-
eling.

The HIN represents elements 
of the Vermilion County network 
(streets/roads and intersections) 
that are observed to have relatively 

high crash frequencies and/or higher 
rates of fatal and serious injury 
crashes. The HIN is used to develop 
and prioritize locations for possible 
safety improvements or countermea-
sures.

The HIN represents 6 percent of 
the total road milage in Vermilion 
County but accounts for: 62 percent 

Safety plan to help with federal roadway grant money
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Wear sworn in as new part-time Tilton mayor
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Construction moves along on one of the latest Tilton developments that offi cials are excited about. Parkway Dispensary LLC broke 
ground in March on its new cannabis dispensary along Georgetown Road in Tilton. The dispensary is expected to open in late July or 
early August.

Bill Wear
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TILTON — Tilton City Admin-
istrator Tiffany “Jones” McClellan 
had been treasurer with the village 
for 15 years, but 
her family ties go 
back further.

Her dad, Rich-
ard Jones, was 
treasurer before 
her for 26 years. 
Her grandpa, Her-
schel Jones, was a 
previous mayor.

She has photos 
of them, both now 
passed, displayed 
in her office. She said her father 
passed away in November, and 
she was able to tell him about her 
new position.

Tiffany became city administra-
tor in September 2022.

“(The board) wanted to do plan-
ning to make sure that the village 
was going to be okay in the event 
that (Dave Phillips) did retire,” she 
said.

The board named a new mayor 
Thursday night. The position will 
be part-time in the future. For the 
next few years, it will be semi part-
time, Tiffany said.

She’s going through city man-
ager classes online now for her 
certification. She went to St. 
Mary’s and Schlarman, and has 
degrees through Danville Area 
Community College and went to 
Southern Illinois University. She 
then worked for an attorney for 
seven years before she came to 
the village.

She has done paralegal work, 
doing title work and closings.

That helped her with the village 
in looking at properties.

“It’s nice to have the background 
I have from the real estate, from 
the law firm, because I can see 
if there’s liens on the property,” 
Tiffany said about finding infor-
mation more easily on properties.

The board agreed to having a 
part-time mayor and city admin-
istrator.

“It’s just a direction that we 
wanted to go in for the future. It’s 
nice to have two people who can 
make decisions, rather than just 
having the mayor here. It just 
makes it nice because I’m here all 
the time. I can interact with the 
employees and make the smaller 
decisions...” Tiffany said

With retired Mayor Dave Phil-
lips living a block away from 
Tiffany, he also will not be hard to 
find for questions.

LOOKING AHEAD
Tiffany said the village has been 

moving into the future.
“We’re small town. We’re com-

ing into the future a little bit,” she 
said.

The public can watch village 
board meetings live the third 
Thursday of the month on a link 
on the village’s website.

“We’ve done pretty well with 
developing the town in the last 
10 years. We’ve got a lot of things 
coming in,” she said.

She said they’re getting ready 
to get the former ramps property 
finally, just north of Dollar Gen-
eral. They’ve been working with 
state Rep. Mike Marron’s office 
and the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to get the prop-
erty turned over to the village.

Tilton city administrator looks to move village forward
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