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The weekend of fine art,
entertainment and food contin-
ues in downtown Belleville
today with Art on the Square.
This year, 102 national artists

from 33 states are featured in
the annual art festival. The art
includes works in glass, ceram-
ics, mixed media, painting,
drawing/printmaking, photog-
raphy, sculpture, jewelry, fine
craft, digital & graphic design
and wood.
Activities for kids, a slate of

bands and other entertainment
and local food will be part of
the fun.

Hours Saturday are from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Art on the Square
is free and open to the public.
No pets are allowed.

SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT

A 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. Don
James and Friends

A 2:15-5 p.m. Anita Rosamond
Band

A 5:30-7 p.m. The Philosophers

SATURDAY ARTIST
DEMONSTRATIONS
Throughout the weekend,

members of the Gateway East
Artists Guild will provide free
demonstrations featuring a

variety of artistic skills in va-
rious media.
The booth for the demonstra-

tions is near the corner of West
Main and North First streets.

A 10 a.m. to noon Jay
Burgmann,
gouache/watercolor

A 10 a.m. to noon Betty
Burgmann, acrylic

A Noon to 2 p.m. Terri
Cheatham, wire wrapping

A Noon to 2 p.m. Michael
Anderson, acrylics

A Noon to 2 p.m. Nancy
Avdoian, watercolor

A 2-4 p.m. Terri Cheatham,
wire wrapping

A 2-4 p.m. Ed Smith, oils

A 4-6 p.m. David Carriel,
photography

A 4-6 p.m. Janet
Moreiiko-Gagen, jewelry

A 4-6 p.m. Susan Kunz,
drawing

A 6-8 p.m. David Carriel,
photography

A 6-8 p.m. Sally Farrington,
watercolor

FOOD
Café on the Square includes a

variety of eats and drinks from
local establishments that in-
clude:

A BEAST Craft BBQ
A Oma Gisi German Bakery
A Pour @322 Coffeehouse
A Quintessential Nutrition
Fresh Juices and Smoothies

A Roy-el Catering
A Swiney Ribbers BBQ and
More

A White Cottage Ice Cream and
More

A Zapata’s Mexican Restaurant

Belleville News-Democrat photo

Photographers Katie and Chris Robleski get their booth ready Friday morning for Belleville’s Art on the Square this weekend. Their work is
featured on this year’s official poster for the 21st annual Art on the Square.

Demonstrations,
music highlight Art on
the Square Saturday
Belleville News-Democrat
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The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a
newly-unsealed court docu-
ment.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding

between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-
ing information about U.S. citi-
zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal
support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire
at the end of this year. It may
also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.

House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week
trying to show the nation’s pre-
mier law enforcement agency is
biased against conservatives.
The Foreign Intelligence Sur-

veillance Court, which oversees
Section 702, has also pressured
the FBI, writing in the April
2022 opinion that was unsealed
Friday that if the agency doesn’t
perform better, the court will
crack down and order its own
changes to FBI surveillance
practices.
The Section 702 database is a

vast trove of electronic communi-

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees

JABIN BOTSFORD The Washington Post

The FBI, led by Christopher Wray, says it has already fixed
surveillance problems, which it blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and Justice Department lawyers about how to
properly use a vast database named for the legal statute that created
it, Section 702.

BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post

SEE FBI, 3A

WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after a
top ally to Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
it’s time to “press pause” on
negotiations, and a White House
official acknowledged there are
“real differences” that are mak-
ing talks difficult.
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La.,

tapped by McCarthy, R-Calif., to
lead the talks, emerged from an
hourlong session and said gaps
remained between House Re-
publicans and the Democratic
administration.
“It’s time to press pause be-

cause it’s just not productive,”
Graves told reporters.
He added that the negotia-

tions have become “just un-
reasonable” and that it was
unclear when talks would re-
sume.
A White House official, who

was granted anonymity Friday
to discuss the private conversa-
tions, said there are “real differ-
ences” between the parties on
the budget issues and further
“talks will be difficult.”
The official added that the

president’s team is working
hard towards a “reasonable
bipartisan solution” that can
pass both the House and the
Senate.
Wall Street turned lower as

talks on raising the nation’s debt
limit came to a sudden halt,
raising worries that the country
could edge closer to risking a
highly damaging default on U.S.
government debt.
President Joe Biden’s admin-

istration is racing to strike a deal
with Republicans led by McCar-
thy as the nation careens toward
a potentially catastrophic debt
default if the government fails
to increase the borrowing limit,
now at $31 trillion, to keep pay-
ing the nation’s bills.
McCarthy told reporters it

remains an “easy” problem to
resolve.
“Look, we can’t be spending

more money next year,” McCar-
thy told reporters as he entered
the Capitol. “We have to spend
less than we spent the year be-
fore. It’s pretty easy.”

Negotiators
put debt
limit talks
on hold
BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press
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