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HAZY HOOPS

Zach Wilkinson/Daily News
Amid hazy conditions created by Canadian wildfires, Alejandro Morales rises for a layup over Josue Mendoza while playing one-on-one 
basketball Friday outside the Student Recreation Center at Washington State University’s campus in Pullman. Morales and Mendoza said they 
recently graduated from the university and are enjoying the spring on the Palouse.

By Carly Flandro
Idahoednews.org

When Shawna 
Campbell-Daniels was 
in college at Washington 
State University, she was 
shocked by her peers’ 
ignorance when it came to 
Native American people 
like herself.

They would ask 
questions like: “Do you 
still live in teepees?” “Is 
there running water on 
the reservation?”

Others would try to 
guess her ethnicity. Was 
she Hispanic? Asian? 
Hawaiian? They rarely 
guessed Native American.

It made her feel invis-
ible, and over time, she 
realized education is “not 
designed to serve Native 
communities.”

Campbell-Daniels, a 
Coeur d’Alene tribal mem-
ber, grew up on the Coeur 
d’Alene reservation. She 
attended public schools 
there, where she said her 

education did not prepare 
her for college.

When she returned to 
her hometown as an adult, 
she saw the public schools 
failing her son, too. As 
part of the fourth grade 
Idaho history curriculum 
— which, for some Idaho 
students, is the bulk of the 
education they receive on 
Native Americans — her 
son’s teacher provided 
handouts on faraway tribes 
that contained erroneous, 
negative information.

It was a lost 
opportunity, 
Campbell-Daniels 
thought. Why not 
learn about the 
local tribes and 
connect to stu-
dents’ identities 
and backgrounds? 
But it was worse 
than that — it 
was harmful. 

“I thought about my 
son being in that class and 
hearing that type of nar-
rative about who he is and 
how that would make him 
feel as the only (Native 
American) in the class-
room, and it really just 

broke my heart,” 
she said. “And that 
is something that I 
think fundamental-
ly needs changed 
in education.”

An essential 
part of that is get-
ting more Native 
American teachers 
in the classroom, 
which is exactly 

what Campbell-Daniels is 
working on.  

Campbell-Daniels 
is a postdoctoral fellow 
and project director for 
the University of Idaho’s 
Indigenous Knowledge 
for Effective Educator 

Program, or IKEEP. The 
program “prepares and 
certifies culturally respon-
sive Indigenous teachers 
to meet the unique needs 
of Native American stu-
dents in K-12 schools.” 

Now in its seventh year, 
the program has sparked 
a 400% to 500% increase 
in American Indian and 
Alaskan Native enrollment 
in the university’s teacher 
preparation programs, 
according to Vanessa 
Anthony-Stevens, a pro-
fessor at UI and IKEEP’s 
principal investigator.

University’s Indigenous Knowledge for Effective Educator 
Program seeks more representation for Indigenous teachers

UI program propels Native Americans into classrooms

Campbell-
Daniels

See CLASSROOMS, Page 5A

Troy goes back-to-back
7A

By Emily Pearce
Daily News staff writer 

Three candidates applied to 
become the mayor of Pullman 
before the filing period closed 
Friday. 

The Whitman County 
Auditor’s Office opened filing 
for multiple positions Monday. 
Hundreds of local seats in 
Whitman County were available 
for the general election this 
year. As of Friday, 187 candi-
dates had filed to run for the 
election to the 151 Whitman 
County offices open for the Aug. 
1 primary election. Here are 
some of the candidates who put 
their hats in the race. 

Pullman
The three candidates for 

mayor are Eileen Macoll, 
Francis Benjamin and Deb 
McNeil. 

Nathan Weller, Ward 2; 
Becky Dueben, Ward 2; Pat 
Wright, Ward 3; and Ann 
Parks, Ward 1, have filed for 
re-election on the City Council. 

Dan Maher has filed for the 

Three squaring 
off for Pullman 
mayor position
Hundreds of local 
seats up for grabs in 
the Whitman County 
election in August

See POSITION, Page 4A

BIZ BITS

By Elaine Williams
For the Daily News

A business that began in a 
storage unit has purchased and 
is renovating a brick-and-mor-
tar location in Pullman.

Palouse Floors and Carpet 
Cleaning has acquired a former 
gas station at 640 S. Grand Ave. 
that it has rented for about two 
years, said business manager 
Sean Dinius.

The business was founded 
about four years ago by the hus-
band-and-wife team of Dan and 
Cassi Fitzgerald. He is a pastor 
at Living Faith Fellowship in 
Pullman.

The company started with a 
used carpet-cleaning van and 
have since upgraded equip-
ment and expanded services, 
Dinius said.

The staff has grown to nine 

and numbers as many as 15 
in the summer. Many of the 
employees were born and raised 
in the area, he said.

They clean floors and uphol-
stery, complete flood abatement, 
install flooring and do retail 
sales of flooring, Dinius said.

The company frequently 
is hired to clean privately 
owned housing rentals where 
Washington State University 
and University of Idaho stu-
dents live.

The towns of Pullman, 
Moscow, Troy, Potlatch, Albion, 
Colfax, Uniontown and Colton 
are in the service area of the 
business.

Appointments can be 
made by calling (509) 715-1300 
or emailing palousefloors@
gmail.com.

A home for homes on wheels
Retired couples and itin-

erant workers renting by 
the month fill many of the 

spaces at the recently opened 
RiverValley RV Park in North 
Lewiston.

The 60-space park on 2½ 
acres at 433 24th St. N. is 
about two-thirds full after 
debuting two weeks ago, 
said manager Jennifer Long-
Shubert.

“There is a really big 
demand in the valley,” Long-
Shubert said. “It’s so needed.”

As of Wednesday, four par-
ties had stayed in six spots set 
aside for short-term visits and 
two travelers had made reser-
vations for them for later this 
month, she said.

Providing a pleasant experi-
ence for all customers is a pri-
ority, Long-Shubert said.

The business features full 
hookups with electricity, water 
and sewer. Wireless internet 
and garbage service are includ-
ed in the monthly fee of $450 

Carpet cleaner goes brick-and-mortar
Palouse Floors and Carpet Cleaning moves into spot on Grand Avenue
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By Eric Barker
For the Daily News

Asotin County Prosecutor 
Benjamin C. Nichols died 
Friday after being involved in a 
vehicle versus motorcycle crash 
on Critchfield Road between 
Clarkston and Asotin.

According to a news release 
from the Asotin County Sheriff’s 
Office, Nichols was riding his 
motorcycle east on Critchfield 
Road. He was near the inter-
section of Swallows Nest 
Drive when a westbound SUV 
driven by 79-year-old Richard 

B. Hensley, 
of Lewiston, 
attempted to 
turn left from 
Critchield onto 
Swallows Nest 
Drive and collid-
ed with Nichols.

Nichols was 
taken to St. 
Joseph Regional 

Medical Center in Lewiston, 
and was being prepared for a 
transfer to Providence Sacred 
Heart Medical Center in 
Spokane by helicopter. But that 
flight was canceled when his 
condition worsened. 

Nichols, 64, was a fixture 
in Asotin County government, 
serving as prosecuting attorney 
for more than 20 years. He was 
appointed to the position in 
2001 after former prosecutor 

Benjamin C. Nichols, 
64, a fixture in Asotin 
County government, 
collided with auto 
on Critchfield Road

Asotin County prosecutor 
dies in motorcycle crash

Nichols


