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By ERIC BARKER
OF THE TRIBUNE

Asotin County Prosecu-
tor Benjamin C. Nichols died 
Friday after being involved in 
a vehicle versus motorcycle 
crash on Critchfield Road 
between Clarkston and Asotin.

According to a news re-
lease from the Asotin County 
Sheriff’s Office, Nichols 
was riding his motorcycle 

east on Critchfield Road. He 
was near the intersection of 
Swallows Nest Drive when 
a westbound SUV driven by 
79-year-old Richard B. Hens-
ley, of Lewiston, attempted 
to turn left from Critchield 
onto Swallows Nest Drive 
and collided with Nichols.

Nichols was taken to St. Jo-
seph Regional Medical Center 
in Lewiston, and was being pre-
pared for a transfer to Provi-

dence Sacred 
Heart Medi-
cal Center in 
Spokane by 
helicopter. But 
that flight was 
canceled when 
his condition 
worsened. 

Nichols, 64, 
was a fixture 
in Asotin 

County government, serving 
as prosecuting attorney for 
more than 20 years. He was 
appointed to the position in 
2001 after former prosecutor 

Ray Lutes was named Asotin 
County District Court judge. 
Nichols was elected to the post 
later that year and has held it 
since. He was married to Jack-
ie Nichols, a detective with the 
Asotin County Sheriff’s Office. 

His friends and family 
were shaken Friday at the 
suddenness of his death. 

“We are just in shock at 
the loss of Ben. The mes-
sages from folks sending 
condolences have been a 
tremendous comfort,” said 
Chief Deputy Prosecutor 
Curt Liedkie. “I will miss my 

boss, colleague and friend. 
We will move forward as a 
family in keeping with the 
spirit Ben instilled in us.”

Nichols grew up in Cheney, 
graduated from Eastern Wash-
ington University in 1990 and 
earned his law degree from 
Gonzaga University in 1993.

The crash is under investi-
gation. Hensley wasn’t injured, 
according to the news release.

Barker may be contacted 
at ebarker@lmtribune.com or 
at (208) 848-2273. Follow him 
on Twitter @ezebarker.

Benjamin C. Nichols, 64, a fi xture in Asotin County 
government, collided with auto on Critchfi eld Road

County prosecutor dies in motorcycle crash

Golden light 

August Frank/Tribune
As the sun sets Thursday evening in Lewiston, a dog walker with two canines moves down the Lewiston Levee Parkway trail.

My 14-year-old 
weiner dog, Lilly, 
was stung on the 

foot the other day.
She’s been sniffing 

around the honey bee 
hives and eating the dead 
bees — I think she thinks 
they taste like candy. Ap-
parently one of the bees 
wasn’t dead enough and 
Lilly got zinged. And, my, 
oh, my, did we hear about 
it, Lilly being prone to 
drama-queenism and all.

Earlier this week I read 
a news release from the 
Washington State Depart-

ment of Agriculture that the 
invasive pest trapping sea-
son has begun. Beginning 
in July trappers will be on 
the lookout for the north-
ern giant hornet, formerly 
known as the “murder 
hornet” until their crimi-
nal behavior was down-
graded to a misdemeanor. 

Just for curiosity’s sake, 
I’d love to see a north-
ern giant hornet, even 
though I raise honey bees 
and those hornets can 
purportedly decimate 
a colony by ripping the 
heads off the poor bees 

and taking over the hive.
But in Asia where the 

northern giant hornets 
originated, they are raised 
in captivity. They are 
used in culinary delights 
and the venom is infused 
into alcoholic drinks to 
give it a little “sting.”

I have wondered what 
a northern giant hornet 
drink might taste like. Last 
summer I made my own 
version of a northern giant 
hornet martini, using gin, 
unsweetened cherry juice 
and serrano peppers. It was 
“meh.” I think it needed a 

little more cherry juice.
Other than times when 

I’ve been riding my bicycle 
with my mouth open I’ve 
never eaten a bug. Lots of 
people around the world 
do, though, and they attest 
to their tastiness, espe-
cially with ketchup.

Eating insects could 
become a more popular 
option as the world faces 
increasing pressure from 
climate change. Commer-
cially raised beef, dairy 
cattle, pork and chicken 
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In search of detente with bees and hornets

By FOSTER KLUG, ADAM 
SCHRECK and ZEKE MILLER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HIROSHIMA, Japan — 
Leaders of the world’s most 
powerful democracies warned 
China and North Korea against 
building up their nuclear 
arsenals, pivoting to major 
northeast Asian crises ahead 
of the arrival later Satur-

day of Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

The focus on Asia at the 
Group of Seven summit comes 
as leaders tighten sanctions 
meant to punish Moscow 
and change the course of 
its 15-month invasion of 
Ukraine. Japan confirmed 
that Zelenskyy’s decision 
to attend the G7 in person 
stemmed from his “strong 

wish” to participate in talks 
that will influence his na-
tion’s defense against Russia.

U.S. National Security 

Adviser Jake Sullivan said 
President Joe Biden and 
Zelenskyy would have direct 
engagement at the summit, a 
day after Biden announced his 
support for training Ukrai-
nian pilots on U.S.-made F-16 
fighter jets, a precursor to 
eventually providing those 
aircraft to Ukraine’s Air Force.

World leaders warn China,North Korea on nukes at G7 summit

By MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
Supreme Court got rid of a 
pandemic-related immigration 
case with a single sentence.

Justice Neil 
Gorsuch had 
a lot more to 
say, leveling 
harsh criticism 
of how govern-
ments, from 
small towns 
to the na-
tion’s capital, 
responded to 
the gravest 
public health 
threat in a century.

The justice, a 55-year-old 
conservative who was Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first 
Supreme Court nominee, 
called emergency measures 
taken during the COVID-19 
crisis that killed more than 1 
million Americans perhaps 
“the greatest intrusions on 
civil liberties in the peace-
time history of this country.”

He pointed to orders clos-
ing schools, restricting church 
services, mandating vaccines 
and prohibiting evictions. 
His broadside was aimed at 
local, state and federal offi-
cials — even his colleagues.

“Executive officials across 
the country issued emergency 
decrees on a breathtaking 
scale,” Gorsuch wrote in an 
eight-page statement Thursday 
that accompanied an expected 
Supreme Court order formally 
dismissing a case involving 
the use of the Title 42 policy to 
prevent asylum seekers from 
entering the United States.

The policy was ended last 
week with the expiration of 
the public health emergency 
first declared more than 
three years ago because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

From the start of his Su-
preme Court tenure in 2017, 
Gorsuch, a Colorado na-
tive who loves to ski and 
bicycle, has been more will-
ing than most justices to 
part company with his col-
leagues, both left and right. 

He has mainly voted with 
the other conservatives in his 
six years as a justice, joining 

Justice Gorsuch 
speaks out on 
emergency 
orders during 
COVID-19
Calls them among the 
‘greatest intrusions 
on civil liberties’

Gorsuch
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> See UP FRONT, Page 3A

Nichols


