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Council OKs cameras on
Highways 100 and 151,
and a mobile unit

By Emily Andersen, The Gazette

MARION— Two sta-
tionary traffic cameras
and one on wheels are
coming by this summer
to Marion.

The City Council voted

unanimously Thursday
to approve a contract
with Beverly, Mass.-
based Sensys Gatso USA,
to install and maintain
two automated traffic
cameras that monitor
for speeding and red-
light running, as well
as for a mobile unit that
monitors for speeding
only.

In April, the council
approved an ordinance

that added language to
the city code allowing for
traffic cameras to be put
in place.

Under the new con-
tract, Sensys Gatso — the
same company that oper-
ates traffic cameras for
the city of Cedar Rapids
— will install the sta-
tionary cameras at the
intersection of Highway
151 and Highway 13, and
at the intersection of

Highway 100 and East
Post Road. The cameras
will photograph, for cita-
tion, vehicles that run
red lights at those inter-
sections, and vehicles
driving more than 5 mph
over the speed limit.

The mobile unit will be
deployed throughout the
city in response to resi-
dent complaints about

Traffic cameras coming to Marion this summer

Source: Marion City Council Gazette graphic

Marion traffic citations
Citations for speeding will start at 5 mph over the speed limit under a new
Marion city ordinance, approved by the city council Thursday, which opens
the door to add traffic cameras at certain intersections.

MILES PER HOUR
ABOVE SPEED LIMIT

5 mph to 10 mph $50 $100
11 mph to 20 mph $75 $150
21 mph to 25 mph $100 $200
26 mph to 30 mph $250 $500
31 mph or more $500 $750

CIVIL FINE
CONSTRUCTION
ZONE FINE
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By Marissa Payne, The Gazette

CEDAR RAPIDS— Linn
County Supervisor Louie Zum-
bach pitched streamlining ser-
vices with area governments
in this week’s State of the

County address,
while lamenting
record-high infla-
tion and down-
playing the role
of state property
tax reform in the
fiscal woes facing
the county.

The Republi-
can chair of the
three-member
Board of Supervi-

sors organized a slate of top
county officials for the 2023
address, delivered Thursday at
the Jean Oxley Public Service
Center, to share how growing
costs fueled by inflation pres-
sure key services the county
must provide to ensure public
safety and fund other neces-
sary items.

Facing this budget crunch,
Zumbach advocated for reduc-
ing the scope of certain func-
tions of county government by
collaborating with municipali-
ties in Linn County.

“The overwhelming mes-
sage I wanted to convey as
your board chair is that
trickle-down politics is real,”
Zumbach said of the federal
government, where Democrats
control the White House and
Senate while Republicans
hold the House majority. “The
politics of the federal govern-
ment trickle down to affect us
all. Unprecedented inflation
is crushing our budget — just
like it’s slightly crushing your
personal budget at home.”

GRAPPLING WITH INFLATION,
PROPERTY TAX REFORM

Zumbach said people may

Citing
inflation,
Linn board
chair urges
collaboration
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Louie
Zumbach
Linn County

supervisor chair

By Vanessa Miller, The Gazette

M
OUNT PLEASANT— The U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Rural Development office
over the years has lent billions to colleges
and universities — including at least seven in
Iowa since 2013 — often because it wants the

smaller communities in which they reside to thrive.
Just because the money USDA lent Iowa Wesleyan

University — $26 million-plus — wasn’t enough to save
the 181-year-old institution doesn’t mean the government
plans to swoop in and bulldoze the 60-acre Mount Pleasant
campus, which is peppered with historic sites such as the
169-year-old “Old Main” building.

For now, the Wesleyan board of trustees will maintain
ownership of the property — even after the university of-
ficially closes May 31 — and the USDA will continue in its
role as “lender” and partner in supporting Mount Pleasant,
which had a 2022 population of 9,132, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau.

What’s next for Iowa
Wesleyan campus?

Attendees cool themselves with fans during a commencement ceremony May 6 at Iowa Wesleyan University in Mount Pleasant. The 2023 class
is the university’s last. The university will close permanently at the end of May after 181 years of operation. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette)

Students make their way across campus at Iowa Wesleyan Uni-
versity in April 2021 in Mount Pleasant. (The Gazette)

USDA, Mount Pleasant community
are thinking ‘creatively’ about how
to use the shuttered university site
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#HomeSweetHames
Clint Aldeman Curtis Hames, IVClint Aldeman

Affordable HomesAffordable Homes
in Beautiful Neighborhoodsin Beautiful Neighborhoods

Visit our knowledgeable sales staff 7 days a week.
We’ll match you with the right home,

and help with financing* too.
Grand View Village 5410 Wabash St. SW, Cedar Rapids

(319) 377-4863 HamesHomes.com
*through Circle Finance LLC NMLS #366020
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