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The Mini
I am not holding my breath on seeing any of the major networks or metropolitan newspapers apologize 
for their buy-in of the Trump-Russia collusion lie. What would be nice is to see Comey and McCabe lose 

their government pensions in promoting this lie. - WILLIAM YOUNG, LE MARS, IOWA

Subscribers: Activate your digital account to get updated stories, photo galleries, videos, the E-edition and hundreds of additional puzzles, games and comics.
Visit siouxcityjournal.com/activate today.
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Sunny, pleasant, warm
High 72  •  Low 46
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SHELDON, Iowa — The tim-
ing couldn’t be much better for 
Grace Bennett.

Over Father’s Day weekend, 
the 19-year-old Northwest Iowa 
Community College student will 
travel with her family to Atlanta 
to compete in a national welding 
sculpture event under the ban-
ner of SkillsUSA, an organization 
focused on building workforce 
skills for young people. Grow-
ing up in the Moville, Iowa, area, 
Bennett fi rst took to metalwork 
when she and her dad tinkered 
with welding equipment in 
his shop. Those collaborations 
between father and daughter 
yielded graders for gravel, buck-
ets on tractors and new tables to 
use in the workspace. 

“Just some simple stu� ,” Ben-
nett said. Cattle fences for bulls 
were another early favorite of 
Bennett’s because she had to deal 
with “weird, o� set positions.”

A natural
Those initial creations aren’t 

the kinds of things that would 
win welding sculpture awards, 
something Bennett did during 
a SkillsUSA welding sculpture 
event at Des Moines Area Com-
munity College in Ankeny in late 
April, but the projects with her 

father did spark a passion that 
fully ignited when she signed 
up for her fi rst welding class at 
Woodbury Central High School.

The class with Kelsey Schramm 
came in Bennett’s senior year 
when she still felt a pull toward 
drawing, photography and pot-
tery (she actually had her own 
ceramics business). The interest 
was serious enough for Bennett 
to consider going to Wayne State 
to become an art teacher.

But then Schramm made it 
clear to Bennett how adept she 
was at welding.

“She said that she hadn’t 
seen someone who picked up on 
something so quickly. And that I 
had a natural gift for it,” Bennett 
said.

Hearing such praise scrambled 
Bennett’s previous plans.

“I was like ‘Well, I don’t know 
if I want to be an art teacher or be 
a welder but I knew I didn’t want 
to be in a ton of debt.’” 

So Bennett found a “Future 
Ready Iowa Last-Dollar Schol-
arship” opportunity to attend 
college an hour north in Sheldon 
and learn advanced technology 
welding. The program’s meant to 
cover “federal and state grants/
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Karen Deters is keeping her 
options open as she surveys the 
increasingly crowded Republican 
presidential primary fi eld.

While she said she’s not com-
mitted to a specifi c candidate, 
the 65-year-old Ankeny resident 
likes Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
and former South Carolina Gov. 
Nikki Haley, whose Ankeny town 
hall she attended this month. 
She said she’s “not necessarily 
a MAGA person,” but she has 
not ruled out supporting former 
President Donald Trump, the 
current front-runner in national 
polling, in the caucuses.

In selecting a candidate to 
support, Deters said she is look-
ing for somebody with her con-
servative values, somebody who 
can lead, has a proven record and 
will “stand up to the ridiculous 
woke culture that our country 
has turned to.”

“I don’t want to really commit 
to (a candidate) now, or home in 
on one,” she said. “It’s a long, 
long road ahead.”

Deters is not alone among Iowa 
Republicans, many of whom are 
interested in hearing from the 
fi eld of Republican candidates 
that will continue to descend 
on the state over the next 10 
months.

Leading national polls, 
Trump’s support in Iowa is sim-
ilarly high: State-level polling 
show Trump with between 40% 
and 60% of support among Re-
publicans in Iowa, according to 
FiveThirtyEight. 

Other announced and likely 
candidates include former Vice 
President Mike Pence, bio-
tech Entrepreneur Vivek Ra-
maswamy, South Carolina Sen. 
Tim Scott, former Arkansas Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson, and conserva-
tive talk radio host Larry Elder.

Despite Trump’s shadow 
hanging over the campaign, 
that list of hopefuls has spent 
the last several months trying 
to convince Iowa voters to move 
away from Trump and choose a 
new leader for the 2024 election.

What are undecided 
Republicans looking 
for in a presidential 
candidate in 2024?
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Grace Bennett, a student at Northwest Iowa Community College in Sheldon, Iowa, stands with a metal fl ower 
vase sculpture she created for a SkillsUSA competition in Ankeny, Iowa in late April. Bennett, a Woodbury 
Central grad, took fi rst in the contest and will head to a national event in Atlanta in June. The project is one 
she redeveloped from a gift she gave her mom in high school.
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DES MOINES—Iowa land-
owners along the route of Sum-
mit Carbon Solutions’ proposed 
carbon dioxide pipeline may be 
o� ered third-party mediators 
during easement negotiations, 
the Iowa Utilities Board an-
nounced Friday.

The board said in an order the 
proposal is intended to ease the 
negotiation process, and make 
for smoother, more understand-
able proceedings for landowners. 
But opponents of the pipelines 
said they see it as an attempt to 
encourage landowners who have 
been resistant to Summit’s nego-
tiations to come to an agreement.

Summit, one of three com-

panies seeking to build a CO2 
pipeline in the state, has already 
signed agreements for close to 
70% of the 680-mile proposed 
route, spokesperson Jesse Harris 
said. The pipeline would seques-
ter carbon collected from ethanol 
plants, taking advantage of fed-
eral tax incentives and making 
Iowa’s ethanol eligible to be sold 
in low-carbon markets.

The projects have attracted 
opposition from landowners op-
posed to the use of eminent do-
main to take land for the projects, 
and environmental activists who 
say they will not meaningfully 
reduce carbon emissions.

The order also removed 

Mediators considered 
in pipeline negotiations

Welding sparks joy 
and success for
NICC student

Grace Bennett poses with 
her prize-winning metal vase 
sculpture. Bennett said she didn’t 
have a written plan going into the 
project, she just followed what 
came to her.
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Former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley speaks at a town hall in Ankeny, 
Iowa, on Wednesday, May 17, 2023.
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