
A recent outbreak at a nursing 
home in Hilo is a reminder that 
the threats of COVID-19 are not 
yet over, according to Dr. Scott 
Miscovich.

With the end of the federal 
public health emergency for 
COVID-19 on May 11, there have 
been major changes to funding 
for tools such as testing, along 
with an end in case reporting 
requirements — and a slide in 
vaccinations and masking.

But Miscovich, founder of 
Premier Medical Group, said 
patients with COVID-19 are still 
showing up at his urgent care 
clinics in windward Oahu.

“We’re still seeing lot of COVID 
and we’re seeing a lot of clus-
ters,” he said during a “Spotlight 
Hawaii” conversation on Friday. 
“I am well aware that right now 
we have a major cluster going on 
at a very large nursing home on 
the Big Island on the Hilo side 
— 37 residents, a lot of staff.”

This, he said, highlights the 
urgency of protecting kupuna 
in the community.

“So we’re getting business 
clusters, we’re getting family 
clusters,” he said. “Yet you don’t 

hear that any more. The news is 
over. But it’s still happening.”

A concerning trend in Hawaii 
and across the nation, according 
to Miscovich, is the dropping of 
masks in health care settings.

Kaiser Permanente Hawaii 
announced that it is no longer 
requiring people entering its 
health facilities to wear a mask 
covering their nose, mouth, and 
chin — unless mandated by city 
or county laws.

If masks are required in a par-
ticular facility or area, however, 
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WASHINGTON >> Debt limit talks 
between the White House and 
House Republicans stopped, 
started and stopped again Friday 
at the U.S. Capitol, a dizzying se-
ries of events in high-stakes nego-
tiations to avoid a potentially 
catastrophic federal default.

President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration is reaching for a deal with 

Republicans led 
by House 
Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy as 
the nation faces 
a deadline as 
soon as June 1 
to raise the 
country’s bor-
rowing limit, 
now at $31 tril-
lion, to keep 
paying the na-

tion’s bills. Republicans are de-
manding steep spending cuts the 
Democrats oppose.

Negotiations came to an abrupt 
standstill earlier in the day when 
McCarthy said it’s time to “pause” 
talks. But the negotiating teams 
convened again in the evening 
only to quickly call it quits for 

the night.
The president, who has been in 

Japan attending the Group of 
Seven summit, had no immediate 
public comment. But White House 

press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said Biden was “still optimistic” 
that a deal could be reached.
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At left, a vehicle’s 
windshield was 
smashed in and the 
car suffered extensive 
damage by falling de-
bris on May 4 on Hana 
Highway. Below, a 
sign in Haiku warns 
motorists about the 
road closure. 
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The recent rockfall and clo-
sure of the Hana Highway 
near Kipahulu serves as a 

reminder of the price one pays for 
living on the ruggedly beautiful 
and rural east side of Maui.

For residents who regularly 
travel on these wind-
ing, cliff-hugging 
roads, it not only can 
be dangerous but 
cause periods of tire-
some inconvenience 
if a section is impass-
able for an extended 
time.

“You become ac-
customed to it,” 
said Rozitta Ho’opai, 
school administra-
tive services assis-
tant at Hana High 
and Elementary 
School. “It’s part 
of living here, a life-
style. We chose to live 
here. You can make it 
a burden if you make 
it a burden.”

Recent excessive 
rain apparently made 
traveling on one 
dicey section of the 
road near Kipahulu — between 
Alelele Bridge and Lelekea Bridge 
— even more dicier than usual.

A large rockfall on April 27 left 
the road littered with boulders 
and rocks of all sizes. No one was 
hurt, and county crews eventually 
cleared the road.

But on May 4, more falling de-
bris battered a car. The driver 

wasn’t hurt, but the vehicle’s 
windshield was smashed in and 
the car suffered extensive damage.

Following an engineering as-
sessment that deemed that sec-
tion unsafe due to rockfall hazard, 
the county closed that section of 
the road.

But work to stabilize the cliff-
side will take weeks, officials said. 

County officials estimate 
it will take two weeks to 
secure a contractor due 
to the scope of the proj-
ect and the amount of 
personnel required.

Once the work begins, 
rock scaling — the re-
moval of loose or poten-
tially unstable rocks on 
the slopes — will occur 
over another two weeks, 
officials estimated.

The closure is on 
what is considered the 
backside of the Hana 
Highway — just before it 
turns into the Piilani 
Highway — and does 
not affect the popular 
north shore route be-
tween Kahului and Hana.

But anyone wanting 
to travel between Hana 
and Kaupo are for now 
out of luck.

Kamalei Pico of Kipahulu has 
mixed emotions about the project. 
While she knows the road is dan-
gerous and is glad this section is 
getting some attention, she feels 
for those who need to drive that 
way for work or for other needs.

One of them is her fiance, Pekelo 

Hana Highway closed after rockfall

By Timothy Hurley
thurley@staradvertiser.com

Work to stabilize the Maui cliffside will take 
weeks after securing a contractor,  officials say

It’s part of 
living here, 
a lifestyle. 
We chose to 
live here. 
You can make 
it a burden 
if you make 
it a burden.”

Rozitta Ho‘opai
Hana High and 
Elementary School 
administrative 
services assistant 
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Talks over debt limit stutter,
then stop as deadline looms

Health risks from 
COVID are not over, 
Hawaii doctor says
By Nina Wu
nwu@staradvertiser.com
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>>  Many Ameri-
cans want 
to link debt 
limit and 
budget cuts, 
poll finds. 
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Offi ce of Management and Budget Director Shalanda Young, 
left, and Steve Ricchetti, counselor to the president, left talks 
with Republican negotiators at the Capitol on Friday after they 
came to an abrupt halt.


