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HONOLULU (AP) — An 
employee in Honolulu’s plan-
ning and permitting department 
is the last to plead guilty after 
a federal investigation alleged 
that five city workers took bribes 
in exchange for favors, includ-
ing expediting building permits, 
in a scandal that prompted the 
department to overhaul its per-
mitting process.

Jocelyn Godoy pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to one count 
of honest services wire fraud. 
According to a plea agreement 
with prosecutors, she admitted 
to accepting “gifts, payments, 
and other things of value total-
ing at least $820.25” from an 

architect while she was work-
ing in the department’s data 
access and imaging branch 
from September 2019 through 
November 2020. In return, 
she provided favors, including 
emailing the architect copies 
of documents, which saved the 
architect “time and expense” of 
appearing in person to obtain 
hard copies, the court document 
said.

Godoy and four other for-
mer employees of the depart-
ment were charged in 2021. 
Prosecutors said they took thou-
sands of dollars in bribes from 
architects, contractors and oth-
ers in exchange for expediting 
or approving projects.

Wayne Inouye, a former build-
ing plans examiner, pleaded 

guilty last year to six counts 
of honest services wire fraud 
and one count of making a false 
statement. Prosecutors said 
Inouye took at least $89,000 
in bribes from an architect and 
several thousand dollars from 
others to approve and expedite 
their projects ahead of others. 
Inouye lied to an FBI agent and 
federal prosecutor when he told 
them an architect loaned him 
$100,000, prosecutors said.

He is scheduled to be sen-
tenced next week.

Also indicted was archi-
tect William Wong, who was 
accused of paying bribes. He 
pleaded guilty in 2021 and is 
scheduled to be sentenced in 
July.

Greedy city workers forced 

architects like Wong, who 
admitted to paying at least 
$100,000 in bribes, to “pay to 
play,” his attorney, Megan Kau, 
has said.

Jason Dadez, a former 
building planner, and Jennie 
Javonillo, a former building 
plans examiner, pleaded guilty 
last year. Dadez was sentenced 
to 18 months in prison, while 
Javonillo was sentenced to 30 
months.

Former building plans exam-
iner Kanani Padeken also plead-
ed guilty in 2021. Padeken and 
Godoy are scheduled to be sen-
tenced in August.

As of last year, Godoy was on 
leave with pay. It was unclear 
Wednesday whether the guilty 
plea changes her employment 

status.
“We will review any updates 

to her plea status and address 
it accordingly,” Curtis Lum, a 
spokesperson for the depart-
ment, said in an email. 
“However, because this is a per-
sonnel matter, we have no other 
details to share at this time.”

After the indictments, the 
department announced chang-
es, including hiring an outside 
investigator to examine internal 
controls. Other actions includ-
ed requiring applications for 
single-family dwellings to be 
submitted electronically and 
exploring the elimination of 
cash transactions.

BY JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE LAST OF 5 WORKERS IN HONOLULU 
PERMITTING BRIBERY SCANDAL PLEADS GUILTY

Honokaa 
shooting 
suspect 
charged 

with 
attempted 

murder
Police have 

charged a 
29-year-old 
Kawaihae man 
with a shoot-
ing in Honokaa 
Tuesday night 
at the Salvation 
Army’s Rickard 
Place campus 
that critically injured a 39-year-
old man.

On Thursday, Keola 
Whitehead-Shibata was charged 
with attempted second-degree 
murder, prohibited possession 
of a firearm and use of a firearm 
in the commission of a separate 
felony.

Whitehead-Shibata’s bail is 
set at $1,075,000, he remains 
in police custody and his ini-
tial appearance is scheduled for 
Friday in Hilo District Court.

The victim, identified by a 
Salvation Army official as 
Arthur Franklin, remains in 
The Queen’s Medical Center in 
Honolulu in stable condition.

Potential witnesses or any-
one who came into contact with 
Whitehead-Shibata following 
the incident are asked to call the 
police department’s non-emer-
gency number at (808) 935-
3311 or Crime Stoppers at (808) 
961-8300.
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Maunakea, Hawai’i – Stars living 
closest to the supermassive black hole 
at the center

of the Milky Way have no stellar 
companions, a new study finds.

Using W. M. Keck Observatory on 
Maunakea, Hawai’i Island, Devin Chu 
of Hilo, an astronomer with the UCLA 

Galactic Center Orbits Initiative, led a 
10 year survey that found these ‘S-stars,’ 
where ‘S’ stands for Sagittarius A*, the 
name of the monster black hole at our 
galaxy’s core, are all single.

The result is surprising given the 
S-stars Chu’s team observed included 
young, massive main-sequence stars 
that are only about six million years 
old. Normally, stars at this age that 

are 10 times more massive than our 
Sun spend their childhood years paired 
with a twin in a binary system, or 
sometimes even as triplets.

“This discovery speaks to the incred-
ibly interesting environment of the 
Galactic Center,” said Chu, who is the 
lead author of the study published 
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A strange, solitary life for young 
stars at the Milky Way’s center
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 ‘S-stars’ are young; typically, stars 
their age and mass spend their 
childhood with a twin. But results 
from a 10-year survey Chu and his 
team conducted with W. M. Keck 
Observatory on Maunakea, Hawai’i 
Island show these keiki S-stars have 
no stellar companions. The survey 
marks the very first systematic search 
for binary star systems in this exotic 
region of the Galactic Center. (UCLA 
GALACTIC CENTER ORBITS INITIATIVE/W. M. KECK 
OBSERVATORY)


