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GRADUATION GUIDE

Congratulations, 

CLASS OF 

2023
Leon County Schools will honor the 2023 class of

graduating seniors with ceremonies at the Tucker

Civic Center May 2327. Here’s the schedule:

Chiles: 7 p.m. May 25 

Godby: 7 p.m. May 23

Leon: 7 p.m. May 24 

Lincoln: 10 a.m. May 27 

Rickards: 3 p.m. May 27

SAIL: 6 p.m. May 25, Lee Hall Auditorium, FAMU

Rickards football

players participate

in spring practice

on April 28, at

Rickards  High

School. JACK

WILLIAMS/TALLAHASSEE

DEMOCRAT

Goodby High School

guard members perform

during the Veterans Day

parade on South Monroe

Street on Nov. 11, 2022.

CHASITY MAYNARD/

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Lincoln High

School

performance,

202223  school

year. LINCOLN

HIGH SCHOOL

Leon lacrosse 

lost to Niceville, 118,

in the Class 2A District

1 championship on

April  12,  at  Leon  High

School. JACK WILLIAMS/

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Lincoln flag 

football defeated

Chiles, 137, on April

4,  at  Chiles  High

School. JACK

WILLIAMS/TALLAHASSEE

DEMOCRAT
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Coming Sunday: A guide to
area high school graduates 

Disney is canceling a $1 billion project
that would have relocated 2,000 jobs to
Central Florida amid a dispute with Gov.
Ron DeSantis, who has passed multiple
bills targeting the company after it op-
posed one of his signature policies.

Josh D’Amaro, who oversees Disney’s
parks, sent an email to employees

Thursday saying the Orlando project –
which had been on hold and faced criti-
cism within the company – has offi�cially
been canceled and that employees
won’t be relocating from California to
Florida.

“Given the considerable changes that
have occurred since the announcement
of this project, including new leadership
and changing business conditions, we
have decided not to move forward with
construction of the campus,” D’Amaro

said, according to the Los Angeles
Times. “This was not an easy decision to
make, but I believe it is the right one. As
a result, we will no longer be asking our
employees to relocate.”

The New York Times, citing two peo-
ple who were briefed on Disney’s deci-
sion, wrote that “the company’s battle
with Mr. DeSantis and his allies in the
Florida Legislature fi�gured prominently
into Disney’s decision to cancel the Lake
Nona project.”

DeSantis’ offi�ce suggested that mar-
ket forces drove the cancellation of the
project, which was slated for Orlando’s
Lake Nona development adjacent to the
Lake Nona Town Center.

“Disney announced the possibility of
a Lake Nona campus nearly two years
ago,” DeSantis communications direc-
tor Taryn Fenske said in a statement.
“Nothing ever came of the project, and
the state was unsure whether it would
come to fruition. Given the company’s
fi�nancial straits, falling market cap and
declining stock price, it is unsurprising
that they would restructure their busi-
ness operations and cancel unsuccess-
ful ventures.”

Even before the cancellation, there
was pushback within the company to
the move. 

Disney won’t relocate 2,000 jobs
Company to cancel project in Central
Florida amid dispute with DeSantis
Zac Anderson
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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See DISNEY, Page 5A

Rito Hendrix is trying not to panic. h After knowing he was transgender since childhood, the

31-year-old fi�nally built up the courage to start hormone replacement therapy. He visited a

Planned Parenthood clinic near his home in rural Loxahatchee in Palm Beach County and

began taking shots of testosterone. h Just three months in, “I’m the happiest I’ve ever been

in my life,” Hendrix said recently. h But on Wednesday, with the stroke of Gov. Ron DeSantis’

pen, access to that gender-affi�rming health care for Hendrix and thousands of adults across

Florida is in jeopardy.

Rito Hendrix, 31, prepares his weekly injection of testosterone May 12 at his family’s home in unincorporated Palm Beach
County. His gender-affirming health care is in jeopardy after Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a law Wednesday denying access.

TIME TO GO
As governor signs new law denying gender-affi�rming

health care, some Floridians say they are leaving the state

Kathryn Varn Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Hendrix says
DeSantis’ action is
“another way to
slowly creep in
further and further
laws that want to
kick trans people
out of the state or
otherwise have
them eliminated
completely within
the state.”
PHOTOS BY THOMAS

CORDY/THE PALM

BEACH POST

See NEW LAW, Page 5A

The Tallahassee Police Department
arrested a man on Friday in connec-
tion with a fatal shooting Thursday
evening.

According to a release from TPD,
the victim was sitting in his vehicle on
Kux Avenue when Walter Massey, 32,
shot him. The victim then drove him-
self to the area of Capital Circle South-
east and Midyette Road before crash-
ing his vehicle.

When offi�cers arrived on scene, the
victim informed them Massey shot
him.

“The victim was transported to a lo-
cal hospital and sadly succumbed to
injuries sustained in the shooting,” a
police spokesperson wrote in an inci-
dent alert posted on social media
Thursday.

Massey is being charged with sec-
ond-degree homicide, possession of a
fi�rearm by a convicted felon and traf-
fi�cking a controlled substance.

This year, four people have been
killed and at least 25 injured in 32
shootings in the capital city and coun-
ty, according to a Tallahassee Demo-
crat analysis of gun violence.

The shooting comes two nights af-
ter about 80 people gathered to brain-
storm ways to prevent the ongoing
threat of gun violence in the capital
city. The event, called the 1,000 Men
Community Meeting, was the launch
for the Tallahassee Council on the Sta-
tus of Men and Boys’ community-wide
survey.

The council, a crime-prevention
initiative eff�ort headed by Leon Coun-
ty Sheriff� Walt McNeil and Royle King,
recently received an extra $350,000
from the city for violence intervention
after it was redirected from out-of-
town experts with the Group Violence
Intervention program.

Some of those who attended ex-
pressed frustration that the same con-
versations keep occurring without ac-
tion and “putting the money where it
really counts.”

“They need people that they see on
the regular, people that they see
throughout every day,” a local barber
said. “Other than that, we’re just gon-
na have these conversations over and
over again, and it’ll go down as a book-
mark and say that we did it, but it’s not
gonna change.”

Man faces
charge
in fatal
shooting
William L. Hatfi�eld
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA


