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Disney is canceling a $1 billion project
that would have relocated 2,000 jobs to
Central Florida amid a dispute with Gov.
Ron DeSantis, who has passed multiple
bills targeting the company after it op-
posed one of his signature policies.

Josh D’Amaro, who oversees Disney’s
parks, sent an email to employees
Thursday saying the Orlando project –
which had been on hold and faced criti-
cism within the company – has offi�cially
been canceled and that employees
won’t be relocating from California to
Florida.

“Given the considerable changes that
have occurred since the announcement
of this project, including new leadership
and changing business conditions, we
have decided not to move forward with
construction of the campus,” D’Amaro

said, according to the Los Angeles
Times. “This was not an easy decision to
make, but I believe it is the right one. As
a result, we will no longer be asking our
employees to relocate.”

The New York Times, citing two peo-
ple who were briefed on Disney’s deci-
sion, wrote that “the company’s battle
with Mr. DeSantis and his allies in the
Florida Legislature fi�gured prominently
into Disney’s decision to cancel the Lake
Nona project.”

Disney cancels $1B project
2,000 jobs won’t move to 
Fla. amid DeSantis feud
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Gov. Ron DeSantis is taking on Walt
Disney Co. in a battle over control of
the company’s holdings in the state.
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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of U.S. adults say they are high-

ly concerned about how the national economy would be aff�ected if

the U.S. debt limit is not increased and the government defaults on its

debts, according to a new poll, even as few say they have a solid un-

derstanding of the ongoing debt limit negotiations. • The poll shows

about 6 in 10 say they want any increase in the debt limit to be coupled

with agreed-upon terms for reducing the federal budget defi�cit. 

AMERICANS WARY OF DEFAULT

The U.S. is inching closer to the
June 1 deadline to raise the debt
ceiling or risk defaulting on the
nation’s $31 trillion in debt. A default
would likely spell catastrophe for the
economy, with spillover throughout
the globe, and would prompt a
probable recession.
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DEBT THREAT
Poll: Most highly concerned as deadline
nears; 6 in 10 want link with defi�cit cuts
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66%
of U.S. adults say they are highly
concerned about how the national
economy would be affected if the U.S.
debt limit is not increased and the
government defaults on its debts.

More inside

Debt limit negotiations stop as
Republicans “press pause.” 4ASee DEBT, Page 10A

TALLAHASSEE – Environmental
groups are urging Gov. Ron DeSantis to
veto legislation they contend will have a
“chilling eff�ect” on eff�orts to limit sprawl
in Florida.

DeSantis has until Wednesday to act
upon a bill (SB 540) that in part allows
“prevailing” parties to recover legal fees
in comprehensive growth-management
plan challenges at the state Division of
Administrative Hearings.

Bill supporters have said local gov-
ernments hold numerous public hear-
ings before comprehensive-plan
changes are approved, giving people an
opportunity to have input.

But more than 60 groups, including
the Everglades Coalition, fi�ercely op-
pose the plan, arguing that the threat of
facing hefty legal costs would dissuade
environmental organizations and other
people from challenging comprehen-
sive growth-management plan
changes.

“What citizen could possibly bring a
challenge with the threat of bankruptcy
looming,” Friends of the Everglades Ex-
ecutive Director Eve Samples said Tues-
day during a recap of the 2023 legisla-
tive session, which ended May 5.

“We already have provisions in state
law to prevent frivolous lawsuits,” Sam-
ples continued. “That’s not what this is
about. This is about greasing the skids 

‘Chilling
eff�ect’ on
sprawl war
warned
Environmentalists urge
DeSantis to veto measure
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