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Florida Power & Light is asking state regulators for a
third time this year to reduce its proposed gas costs
that are ultimately passed onto customers.

The Juno Beach-based utility wants to reduce these
costs by $256 million, which translates to monthly bill
savings of about $4 for a customer that uses 1,000 kilo-
watts of energy starting in July.

Still, electricity costs for most FPL customers who
use this amount of energy are up $10 from January. For
former Gulf Power customers in northwest Florida, the
savings amount to about $1 since the start of the year.

At the end of each year, electric utilities in Florida
estimate how much they intend to spend on a variety
of costs such as storm recovery and natural gas. If new
estimates ever go 10% above or below that initial pre-
diction, utilities can fi�le a “mid-course correction.” 

Regulators with the Florida Public Service Commis-
sion have already approved a $1.4 billion reduction in
expected fuel costs for FPL. 

Electric costs for FPL customers were on an upward
trend through April, primarily because of restoration
costs after Hurricanes Ian and Nicole, and fuel costs
were higher than anticipated in 2022.

If approved, an FPL customer outside of northwest
Florida who currently pays $139.95 for 1,000 kilowatt
hours of energy would be charged $136. A customer in
northwest Florida who pays $158.86 for that same
amount of energy would be charged $154.91.

FPL requests rate reduction 
Electricity customers could see modest savings on their July bills

Hannah Morse Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

Former President Donald Trump and California
Gov. Gavin Newsom are on opposite ends of the po-
litical spectrum, but they sort of met in the middle
in criticizing Gov. Ron DeSantis this week.

The issue: The Walt Disney Co.’s decision to can-
cel plans to base 2,000 jobs in a $1 billion complex in
Central Florida’s Lake Nona community.

In a statement Thursday evening, Trump blamed
DeSantis for “single-handedly” costing Florida the
investment and jobs that reportedly would pay an-
nual salaries of $120,000. 

“Ron DeSantis’ failed war on Disney has done lit-
tle for his limping shadow campaign, and now is do-
ing even less for Florida’s economy,” Trump wrote,
pointing out he had issued a warning last month of
the potential economic consequences.

Newsom turned to Twitter where he wrote:
“Turns out, bigoted policies have consequences.
That’s 2,000+ jobs that will be welcomed back with
open arms to the Golden State. Thank you for doing
the right thing, @Disney.”

The ex-POTUS and the Golden State’s governor
share quite the coincidence: Newsom’s ex-wife,
Kimberly Guilfoyle, is the fi�ancée of Trump’s eldest
son, Donald Jr. 

It’s unknown if — and unlikely — Newsome and
Trump are friends, but either way, both have been
jousting with DeSantis for many months.

Trump has been fi�ring salvos at DeSantis, who is 

Disney nixes
Florida deal;
opponents pile
on DeSantis
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See DISNEY, Page 9A

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES — She is striking, her
bright red nose popping off� her grey stripes and whis-
kers. She is tiny, the size of a plush toy on a child’s bed.
She is curious and friendly, a climber who can get
along with a house cat.

Most of all, she is a sign of hope for the world’s
dwindling leopard population.

Meet Peach the clouded leopard cub, the latest
cause for celebration at the Panther Ridge Conserva-
tion Center. 

Peach was born in February along with three other
cubs birthed in April that still haven’t been named,
said Sadie Ryan, the animal center’s head keeper. They

Sadie Ryan holds Peach, an endangered clouded leopard cub born in February at Panther Ridge Conservation
Center. PHOTOS BY MEGHAN MCCARTHY/PALM BEACH POST

Little leaping leopards!
This spring, four cubs were born at Panther Ridge Conservation Center 

Valentina Palm Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

See PANTHERS, Page 8A

Onyx, left, an endangered black jaguar, and jaguar
Mateo reside in the same enclosure at Panther Ridge
Conservation Center.

Entertainment at The Square is set to take another
hit Sunday, when the Palm Beach Improv will hold its
last show before closing its doors and moving to an-
other location.

Along with Copper Blues Rock Pub, which closed on
Monday, and the AMC West Palm movie theater,
which closed on April 30, the Improv is the third enter-
tainment facility in the last three weeks to announce
its departure from the downtown West Palm Beach
shopping and entertainment district, where massive
commercial development plans are on the drawing
board.

In a note to its supporters, Improv managers wrote
that the venue, which has hosted performances for 
22 years in the district originally known as CityPlace,

is closing “due to the new development plans at City-
Place beyond our control.”

Comedian Gary Owen will perform Sunday on the
Improv’s last day at its current location.

“We can’t thank you enough for your amazing sup-
port over the years, and we look forward to seeing you
at our new Palm Beach location soon!” the note stated.

That new location would appear to be Royal Palm
Beach’s Tuttle Royale, an ambitious dining, shopping
and entertainment complex destined for Southern
Boulevard and State Road 7. Tuttle Royale is not ex-
pected to open until fall 2025.

Copper Blues, which shares a partner with the Im-
prov, is moving to Tuttle Royale.

“We’ll be moving out there together,” said Rene 

No joke: Improv moving out of The Square 
Wayne Washington Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK
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