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Disney is canceling a $1 billion project
that would have relocated 2,000 jobs to

Central Florida amid a dispute with Gov.
Ron DeSantis, who has passed multiple
bills targeting the company after it op-
posed one of his signature policies.

Josh D’Amaro, who oversees Disney’s
parks, sent an email to employees
Thursday saying the Orlando project –
which had been on hold and faced criti-
cism within the company – has offi�cially
been canceled and that employees won’t

be relocating from California to Florida.
“Given the considerable changes that

have occurred since the announcement
of this project, including new leadership
and changing business conditions, we
have decided not to move forward with
construction of the campus,” D’Amaro
said, according to the Los Angeles
Times. “This was not an easy decision to
make, but I believe it is the right one. As

a result, we will no longer be asking our
employees to relocate.”

The New York Times, citing two peo-
ple who were briefed on Disney’s deci-
sion, wrote that “the company’s battle
with Mr. DeSantis and his allies in the
Florida Legislature fi�gured prominently
into Disney’s decision to cancel the Lake 

Disney axes $1 billion Florida expansion 
Won’t relocate 2,000 jobs
amid DeSantis feud

Zac Anderson
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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Last year Northeast Florida’s medi-
cal community feared a “tripledemic” –
surges of the respiratory syncytial vi-
rus, or RSV, fl�u and COVID-19 – because
they were circulating at the same time
during respiratory virus season in fall
and winter.

Fortunately, that did not occur.
And there is more good news.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

tion has approved an RSV vaccine for
adults age 60 and over. And vaccines
are being developed for children. The
populations most vulnerable to RSV are
babies, children with lung disease,
adults aged 65 and older and people
with weak immune systems. 

“An RSV vaccine has been six dec-
ades in the making,” said Dr. Shalika
Katugaha, system medical director of
infectious diseases for Baptist Health.
The vaccine “may possibly be a game
changer in public health and viral epi-
demiology,” she said.

Why did the feared ‘tripledemic’
not occur in Jacksonville area?

First, there were no new surges of
COVID-19, which fi�rst arrived in the
U.S. in 2019 and has since caused
1.1 million deaths and 6.1 million hospi-
talizations nationwide, according to
the Centers for Disease Prevention and
Control.

“COVID-19 simmered in the back-
ground letting fl�u and RSV take center
stage,” Katugaha said.

Although the fl�u season “was more
severe … than the previous two years,”
it peaked earlier, she said. Also, most
people tested for fl�u had “the viruses
included in the season’s infl�uenza vac-
cine,” so their cases were not dire, she
said.

In addition, RSV peaked earlier and
stronger than previous seasons, Katu-

Spared from
tripledemic,
more good
news coming
Beth Reese Cravey
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union
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The historic St. Johns River Lighthouse be-
gan shining its light just before the Civil War
broke out, and apart from a break during that
confl�ict – when Confederates hid its light in
hopes of fl�ummoxing Union sailors – it steered

ships to safety until 1929.
Owned now by the U.S. Navy, it’s been shut

down for almost a century and now stands as
almost an afterthought behind a fence on the
western edge of Naval Station Mayport, un-
used, empty and largely unvisited. Its door-
way was long ago buried by fi�ll brought in to
level Navy runways, and the only way inside
involves a ladder and climbing through a win-
dow.

That doesn’t mean it’s unloved. 

Dan Hogan, president of the Mayport Lighthouse Association, and Beverly Oakes, the organization’s vice president, stand
outside the historic St. Johns River Lighthouse. The group, affiliated with the Florida Lighthouse Association, advocates
for the 1859 lighthouse, which sits at the edge of Mayport Village but inside the perimeter fence of the naval station.
BOB SELF/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

Groups spotlight
saving lighthouse 
Hope public can one day
visit Mayport structure
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