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Finegan’s road vacation hearing is Tuesday

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

County Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing 
Tuesday to discuss col-
league Diana Finegan’s 
road vacation request.

County staff and state of-
� cials are recommending 

approval.
C o m m i s -

sioners ta-
bled this 
issue at its 
Feb. 7 meet-
ing to allow 
Finegan time 
to address 

neighbor concerns.
The issue has caused a 

handful of opponents to 
claim Finegan is getting a 
sweetheart deal due to her 

status as commissioner. The 
allegations got so loud that 
Finegan recently hired In-
verness attorney Bill Grant 
to send cease-and-desist 
letters to 15 individuals and 
seek retractions.

Requests for road vaca-
tions are common. Residents 
ask for them frequently. But 
because Finegan is a county 
commissioner, her case is 
getting more scrutiny. She 
has recused herself from vot-

ing on the matter and will do 
so again Tuesday.

A vacation is a type of 
easement in which a gov-
ernment (in this case Citrus 
County) transfers the right 
of way of a public street to a 
private property owner. Fin-
egan requested it before she 
was a commissioner.

Finegan’s property is at 
South Blue Water Point 
in Homosassa. It’s at the 
dead end of a street with-

out a cul-de-sac.
She and her husband are 

requesting a part of the road 
be vacated to prevent vehi-
cles from constantly turn-
ing around in front of their 
property.

The problem, she said, 
is that the road in front of 
her home is a three-point 
turn and drivers don’t have 
enough room to do a U-turn 
so they maneuver their ve-
hicles to turn around. They 

end up driving over her 
private property and some-
times even hitting the land-
scaping wall.

The issue will be dis-
cussed during Tuesday’s 
County Commission meet-
ing, which begins at 1 p.m. 
at 110 North Apopka Ave. 
in Inverness.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 
with the Citrus County Chronicle 
and can be reached at mbates@
chronicleonline.com.

Request has come 
under fire from some
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Students plant eelgrass to save King’s Bay

By AIDAN BUSH
Chronicle Reporter

Under the warm sun, a 
dozen � fth-graders ventured 
along the shallow coast of 
King’s Bay, pulling plants 
from buckets and planting 
them in the sandy � oor of 
the spring.

These plants, known as 
eelgrass, are vital for Crys-
tal River’s waterways to 
support various marine life, 
including manatees.

“If we didn’t have eel-
grass, the water would be 
muddy, and you couldn’t 
really swim in it,” explained 
11-year-old Sophia Soper.

The annual eelgrass plant-
ing took place on May 17 
at Hunter Springs Park, 
organized by Save Crystal 
River and Sea & Shoreline 
in collaboration with Crys-
tal River Primary School. 
Throughout the day, stu-
dents participated in dif-
ferent activities, including 
learning about marine pol-
lution, observing water � l-
tration under microscopes, 
experiencing the water’s 
� oor with virtual reality 
goggles, playing on the 
playground, and planting 
eelgrass in the water.

They also had the oppor-
tunity to take photos with 
mermaids from Mertai-
lor’s Mermaid Aquarium 
Encounter and enjoy local 
food and ice cream.

This planting event is part 
of a science curriculum 
introduced in 2017 at the 
school in partnership with 
Save Crystal River. It allows 
students from kindergarten 
to � fth grade to learn about 
local environmental conser-
vation. Fifth-grade students 
grow, conduct experiments 
on, and work with eelgrass 
throughout the year in 
preparation for the planting.

Macy Mckethan, an 
11-year-old student at 
CRPS, has experienced the 
curriculum at every grade 
level. She expressed her 
enthusiasm for making a di-
rect impact on her local wa-
terways, saying, “It’s awe-
some. I like knowing that I 
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Fifth-graders from Crystal River Primary School pose for a photo with Screna Stremplewski, front left, and Ann Marczynski, front right, who are dressed as mermaids 
and represent Mertailor’s Mermaid Aquarium Encounter in Lecanto. The two ladies assisted the students Wednesday by handing out Rock Star eelgrass the students 
will transplant into King’s Bay. In addition to transplanting the grass, the students visited several educational exhibits around Hunter Springs Park learning about 
ecology and protecting the environment.

More than 92 
acres restored

ABOVE: Crystal River Primary School students are led by Dorcas Webster on Wednesday toward an 
area near Hunter Springs park where Rock Star eelgrass will be planted by the youth.

ABOVE: Rock Star eelgrass is the star attraction Wednesday 
morning as students from Crystal River Primary School trans-
plant the tender, aquatic grass into King’s Bay. RIGHT: Virtual 
reality goggles are used to take viewers under the water and 
get a lifelike view of how seagrass beds grow and support life.

Gorsuch: COVID orders among ‘greatest intrusions on civil liberties’
By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court got rid of 
a pandemic-related immi-
gration case with a single 
sentence.

Justice Neil Gorsuch had 
a lot more to say, level-
ing harsh criticism of how 
governments, from small 
towns to the nation’s capi-
tal, responded to the grav-
est public health threat in a 
century.

The justice, a 55-year-
old conservative who was 
President Donald Trump’s 
� rst Supreme Court nom-

inee, called emergency 
measures taken during the 
COVID-19 crisis that killed 
more than 1 million Amer-
icans perhaps “the greatest 
intrusions on civil liberties 
in the peacetime history of 
this country.”

He pointed to orders clos-
ing schools, restricting 
church services, mandating 
vaccines and prohibiting 
evictions. His broadside 
was aimed at local, state 
and federal of� cials – even 
his colleagues.

“Executive of� cials 
across the country issued 
emergency decrees on a 
breathtaking scale,” Gor-

such wrote in an eight-page 
statement Thursday that 
accompanied an expected 
Supreme Court order for-
mally dismissing a case in-
volving the use of the Title 
42 policy to prevent asylum 
seekers from entering the 
United States.

The policy was ended last 
week with the expiration of 
the public health emergen-
cy � rst declared more than 
three years ago because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

From the start of his Su-
preme Court tenure in 
2017, Gorsuch, a Colora-
do native who loves to ski 
and bicycle, has been more 

willing than most justices 
to part company with his 
colleagues, both left and 
right.

He has mainly voted with 
the other conservatives in 
his six years as a justice, 
joining the majority that 
overturned Roe v. Wade 
and expanded gun rights 
last year.

But he has charted a dif-
ferent course on some is-
sues, writing the court’s 
2020 opinion that extended 
federal protections against 
workplace discrimination 
to LGBTQ people. He also 

J. Scott Applewhite / AP

Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch joins other members of the 
Supreme Court as they pose for a new group portrait, at the 
Supreme Court building in Washington on Oct. 7, 2022.
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