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Last week, Walt Disney Co.
Chief Executive Bob Iger issued
a not-very-subtle challenge to
the state of Florida and its Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis,
who has been openly attacking

the company as a “woke corpo-
ration” as he prepares for an
expected presidential run.
Disney, already Florida’s

largest private employer, has
designs to significantly increase
its presence and spending in the
Sunshine State, where it has
operated its massive tourism
destination for more than 50

years. That means jobs and
taxes. Disney contributed more
than $1 billion to state and local
coffers last year.
“Does the state want us to

invest more, employ more peo-
ple and pay more taxes, or not?”
Iger asked rhetorically on a call
with Wall Street analysts.
On Thursday, Disney gave

Florida and DeSantis a more
concrete idea of what Iger
meant.
The company told staff it has

canceled its plans for a new
$1-billion campus in Central
Florida, citing “new leadership
and changing business condi-
tions” and forsaking the pros-
pect of hundreds of millions of

dollars in tax benefits.
The Burbank entertainment

giant had planned to relocate
2,000 jobs — mostly from Cali-
fornia — to a sprawling office
complex near Orlando Interna-
tional Airport, which serves as a
tourist portal to Walt Disney
World. Executives explained the
move by touting Florida’s busi-
ness-friendly policies.
But on Thursday, Disney

essentially told Florida, “Not
worth it.”
Whatever advantages Disney

— which is in the middle of a
wide-ranging cost-savings effort
that has included thousands of

Disney cancels plan to move
2,000 workers to Florida
BY RYAN FAUGHDNER
Los Angeles Times

SEE DISNEY, 3A

WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after a
top ally to Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
it’s time to “press pause” on
negotiations, and a White House
official acknowledged there are
“real differences” that are mak-
ing talks difficult.
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La.,

tapped by McCarthy, R-Calif., to
lead the talks, emerged from an
hourlong session and said gaps
remained between House Re-
publicans and the Democratic
administration.
“It’s time to press pause be-

cause it’s just not productive,”
Graves told reporters.
He added that the negotia-

tions have become “just un-
reasonable” and that it was
unclear when talks would re-
sume.
A White House official, who

was granted anonymity Friday
to discuss the private conversa-
tions, said there are “real differ-
ences” between the parties on
the budget issues and further
“talks will be difficult.”
The official added that the

president’s team is working
hard towards a “reasonable
bipartisan solution” that can
pass both the House and the
Senate.
Wall Street turned lower as

talks on raising the nation’s debt
limit came to a sudden halt,
raising worries that the country

Negotiators
put debt
limit talks
on hold
BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press

SEE NEGOTIATORS, 2A

New College of Florida gradu-
ates a chance to both celebrate
their milestone and defy the
state officials who are altering
the character of their school.
The event was a prelude to

Friday’s official — and more
conventional — graduation on
campus, where a new group of

Hundreds of students, family
members and friends gathered
at a Sarasota art gallery Thurs-
day evening for an “alternative
commencement” that gave

leaders put in place by Gov.
Ron DeSantis is working to turn
the liberal arts school into one
with a more “classical” bent.
At the art gallery, some New

College graduates showed up in
colorful attire, a nod to a dec-
adeslong tradition of nontradi-
tional graduations. It’s a legacy

that most students hold dear,
said student K.C. Casey, who
helped organize the event and
served as its emcee.
Casey wore gold spandex

shorts and a mesh shirt left
over from this year’s campus

DOUGLAS R. CLIFFORD Tampa Bay Times

New College of Florida graduating student Grace Sherman spreads her wings while being announced during a procession of students during
the college’s “alternative commencement” on Thursday in Sarasota.

New College graduates hold their
own ceremony in protest
BY IAN HODGSON
Tampa Bay Times

SEE GRADUATES, 2A

The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a
newly-unsealed court docu-
ment.

The FBI says it has already
fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-
ing information about U.S. citi-
zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal
support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire

at the end of this year. It may
also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.
House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week
trying to show the nation’s pre-
mier law enforcement agency is
biased against conservatives.
The Foreign Intelligence Sur-

veillance Court, which oversees
Section 702, has also pressured

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees
BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post

JABIN BOTSFORD The Washington Post

The FBI, led by Christopher Wray, says it has already fixed
surveillance problems, which it blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and Justice Department lawyers about how to
properly use a vast database named for the legal statute that created
it, Section 702. SEE FBI, 7A


