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‘FOCUS ON TARGETED INCOME SUPPORT PROGRAMS’ 

FIJI requires a major change in its 
economic and fi scal policies — in-
cluding removal of value added tax 
(VAT) exemptions — to break the 
poverty cycle entrapping a bulk of 

Fijians. Policy and strategy con-
sultant Robert Lee said this as he 
called on policy makers to focus 
heavily on targeted income support 
programs to assist those in dire 
need.

Mr Lee, who was a member of two 
committees that designed and fi ne-

tuned Fiji’s initial VAT system in 
the ’90s, said the past 16 years of 
economic leadership did not lower 
the poverty dynamics in any sig-
nifi cant way. 

“It merely shifted the burden to 
families and friends working out-
side Fiji, to provide income support 

to those in Fiji,” he said.
Mr Lee said about 75 per cent of 

those in poverty were i-Taukei and 
warned that this percentage would 
continue to increase if Fiji contin-
ued to follow the same underlying 
economic philosophy of the past 16 
years.
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cycle trap
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By SHAYAL DEVI

Acting Commissioner of Police Juki Fong Chew during the 
police passing-out parade at the Fiji Police Force grounds in 

Nasova yesterday. 
Picture: JONACANI LALAKOBAU

POLICE did not launch an investigation 
into Waqavuka Holdings earlier because 
people did not to lodge complaints.

Acting Commissioner of Police Juki 
Fong Chew said this freedom to speak up 
came with the change in government.

“Now the change of government, 
people are just (coming forward) left, 
right and centre,” he said.

Police had confi rmed to The Fiji Times 
on Thursday that a complaint was lodged 

in relation to Waqavuka Financing and 
the purchase of Airbus aircraft 

by Fiji Airways.
Speaking in Parliament in 2020, the 

then attorney-general and Civil Avia-
tion Minister Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum said 
Waqavuka Financing was established as 
a special purpose company to hold the 
titles of the three Airbus A330 aircraft 
— at a cost of $US200 ($F444m) each — 
until the loan was repaid.

He said the shares and ownership of 
the special purpose company was held 
by a security agent acting on behalf of 
the European Export Credit Agency (ECA) 
and a consortium of German banks.

‘Freedom to speak up came 
with change in government’

By MERI RADINIBARAVI
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