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Weather: Breezy with
occasional rain.
High: 66. Low: 56. Page A10

are part of the city’s first
comprehensive update of
its zoning regulations in
40 years — a rewrite that
Rilling says is still needed.

“Upfront, I want to be
perfectly clear that I am
uncomfortable with some
of the recommendations
anddisagreewith the level
of density being pro-
posed,” Riling said in a
statement Thursday. “In

NORWALK — Mayor
Harry Rilling says he’s
“uncomfortable” with the
latest recommendations
from a consultant that
could increase density in
neighborhoods currently
zoned for single-family
homes.

The proposed changes

particular, I am concerned
about where some single-
family areas are being
proposed as two-family
and where some multi-
family zones are more
prominent across the
city.”

His concerns echo the
voices of community
members who have at-
tended the zoning com-
munitymeetingswho also

are skeptical of the pro-
posed CD-3 zones. Under
the draft regulations,
some properties that are
currently zoned as single-
family homes are pro-
posed to be zoned in the
CD-3 zone, which allows
both single-family homes
and two-family homes.

“You do not have to do a
two-family with the new

‘Toomuch, too fast’
Mayor ‘uncomfortable’ with zone changes affecting single-family homes

By Katherine Lutge
STAFF WRITER
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A drone photo overlooking O’Neill’s Irish Pub in
Norwalk. Draft regulations propose merging zones
that were previously for single-family homes to
become zones for two-family homes.Mayor continues on A4

WESTPORT—Designer Christian Sir-
iano’sWestport shopwas adorned in pink
Thursday, with over 200 attendees filling
The Collective West for a cause.

Siriano’s designs have been featured at
prestigious events like the 2023 Met Gala.
But this time the show, dubbed the “Pink
Fantasy Fashion Show,” raised money for
breast cancer emergency aid assistance. It
was Siriano’s first show at his store, and

his first in Connecticut since his backyard
show in 2020.

“We just feel really good — very proud
— of what Connecticut can do,” Siriano
said.

Appearing from a ramp in the back of
The Collective West, the models featured
various levels of pink. The theme, a nod to
event partner Pink Aid of Westport, in-
cluded creations like a pink plaid ruffled
jacket with matching flared pants from
Siriano’s 2019 Resort collection.

The money raised at the event goes to-

wards emergency aid assistance for wom-
en across the country, which Pink Aid fa-
cilitates, such as helping pay rent, electric
bills and transportation, getting wigs and
securing food cards, among other help.

A few celebrities were seen in the
crowd, such as Whoopi Goldberg, Rosie
Perez and Natasha Bedingfield.

Siriano said he wanted to partner with
Pink Aid because of its local ties to West-
port and thenationalwork the group is ac-
complishing.
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Fashion designer Christian Siriano hosts his first fashion show at his store, The Collective West, at 940 Post Road East in
Westport on Thursday. The show featured a pink theme to raise money for breast cancer research.

Christian Siriano’s
Westport shop goes pink

TheCollectiveWest transformed into a runway for a breast cancer
fundraiserwith partner PinkAid

By Kayla Mutchler
STAFF WRITER

Fashion continues on A4

Gampel Pavilion has
looked and smelled like a
lumber yard recently, saw
dust floating upward
while the original basket-
ball court is being disman-
tled following a 34-year
sneaker pounding.

The new court, to be in-
stalled over the coming
months, opens a new era
and essentially opens the
next facilities initiative —
adjusting game-day and
student-athlete experienc-
es in the iconic building
that opened during the

Dream Season of 1989-90.
“Gampel is a great col-

lege venue, andwewant to
keep it that way,” athletic
director David Benedict
said thisweek. “In order to
do that into the future, it’s
time to invest somemoney
in it.”

UConnhasbegunwork-
ing with Populous, a Bos-
ton-based architectural
firm that specializes in sta-
diums, toward plans for
various renovations. Early
ideas were ambitious.

For example, UConn
had Populous take a hard
look at a nearly totalmake-
over of Gampel. A foot-

bridge would connect the
arena to the South Garage
across Jim CalhounWay, a
secondary concourse
would exist in space cur-
rently external to the
building and office areas
would be leveled in favor
of merchandising, beer
sales and more. Square
footage, currently about
228,000, would increase
dramatically.

The cost estimate came
back at north of $300 mil-
lion.

UConn would be better
off building from scratch.

So, for now, the athletic
department will focus on

what is necessary instead
of what remains eventual-
ly possible. Projects in the
coming yearswill cost $30-
50 million, depending on
fundraising success, Bene-
dict said.

“I’mnot sure it’s going to
look a ton different in five
years,” Benedict said.
“Projects that would really
transform this place prob-
ably wouldn’t happen in
five years, with everything
that goes into that. Ten
would be more realistic.

“There are a lot of things
that would be great to
have. They all come with a

Gampel Pavilion in need of renovations
By Mike Anthony
STAFF WRITER
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Gampel Pavilion on UConn’s Storrs campus is in
need of upgrades. UConn is likely to spent $30
million to $50 million on Gampel Pavilion
renovations in the next few years. Gampel continues on A7

HARTFORD — Nearly all work-
ers in Connecticut, regardless of in-
dustry, could soon be eligible for up
to one week of paid sick leave each
year under legislation approved by
Senate lawmakers on Thursday.

Dating back to 2012, Connecti-
cut’s Sick Leave Law already guar-
antees certain “service” workers at
companies with more than 50 em-
ployees get at least 40 hours of paid

Senate votes
to expand
state’s paid
sick day law
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER

Sick continues on A4

NORWALK — While Nicara-
gua’s President Daniel Ortega and
his government have tossed reli-
gious orders, charities and civic
groups out of the country, the work
of the Norwalk/Nagarote Sister
City Project goes on uninterrupted,
with the focus on a local fundraiser
this weekend.

For 37 years Norwalk has em-
braced Nagarote, with a partner-

Project helps
Nicaraguans
rise out of
poverty
By Dan Nowak
STAFF WRITER
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Norwalk/Nagarote Sister City
Project staff at an in-service
workshop in Nagarote, Nicaragua.
Project manager Miguel Salinas is
kneeling at the front.

Nagarote continues on A4


