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Weather: Breezy with
occasional rain.
High: 66. Low: 57. Page A10

STAMFORD—Apair of new
schools thatwill formaK-8 cam-
pus in the Cove neighborhood
will cost the city roughly $65.8
million, according to early esti-

mates.
The money will go toward

building two new schools a mile
apart— aK-4 facility at 83 Lock-
wood Ave. and a new 5-8 school
at the current site of K.T. Mur-
phy Elementary School on Hor-
ton Street — and would involve

demolishing current structures
at each location and also tearing
down Toquam Magnet Elemen-
tary School.

Toquam is part of the plan be-
cause students currently zoned
for that school would go to the
new two-campus school once
completed.

The total price tag for the
work is $158.3 million, but the

city is expected to receive state
funding for approximately 60
percent of the total cost.

School and city officials had
previously looked for a location

to build a full K-8 school in the
city’s southern portion, but
failed to find a suitable spot. An
early idea to build a school at

Proposed south side
school to cost $65.8M
Campus to be split across two sites
By Ignacio Laguarda
STAFF WRITER
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An early look at the possible configuration of a new K-4 school
at 83 Lockwood Ave.

School continues on A6

HARTFORD—Nearly all workers in
Connecticut, regardless of industry,
could soon be eligible for up to oneweek
of paid sick leave each year under leg-
islation approved by Senate lawmakers
on Thursday.

Dating back to 2012, Connecticut’s
Sick Leave Law already guarantees cer-
tain “service” workers at companies
withmore than 50 employees get at least
40 hours of paid sick days each year.

The bill cur-
rently before
lawmakers
would expand
that eligibility to
all private-sector
workers, with
the sole excep-
tion of construc-
tion workers
who are covered
by collective bar-
gaining agree-

ments.
In addition it would allow covered

employees to accrue sick time faster,
though a provision increasing the
amount of available sick time to two
weeks was removed through a last-min-
ute amendment.

“We believe that this will bring us in
line with other states as well as provid-
ing greater opportunities for those in
our state who may need paid sick days,”
said state Sen. Julie Kushner, D-Dan-
bury, who co-chairs the Labor and Pub-
lic Employees Committee.

Connecticut’s neighboring states all
currently mandate paid sick leave for
most workers.

Laws inMassachusetts, Rhode Island
andNew Jersey require up to 40hours of
paid leave, while New York offers a
guarantee of up to 56 hours of sick leave
for workers at larger companies.

The proposal has elicited the strong
support of unions, workers and physi-
cians, who touted the health benefits of
allowingworkers the ease of taking time
off to care for themselves and family

Senate votes
to expand
state’s paid
sick day law
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER

“A day’s pay
makes a huge
difference to a
low-income
worker.”

Martin Looney, Senate
President Pro-Tempore

Sick continues on A6

DARIEN—Pickleball players will
not be getting the extra court space
they had hoped for after town offi-
cials agreed tennis courts at Cherry
Lawn Park will only be lined for ten-
nis.

The Darien Parks and Recreation
commission considered adding both
tennis and pickleball lines to the
three unfinished tennis courts at
Cherry Lawn Park, ultimately vot-
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All four pickleball courts are in use at Cherry Lawn Park in Darien on March 22.

TENNIS PLAYERS
SCOREAWIN

They won’t have to
share Darien court
space with pickleball
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A view of the newly restored tennis courts at Cherry Lawn Park in Darien
on March 21.

By Mollie Hersh
STAFF WRITER

Tennis continues on A6

Gampel Pavilion has
looked and smelled like a
lumber yard recently, saw
dust floating upward
while the original basket-
ball court is beingdisman-
tled following a 34-year
sneaker pounding.

The new court, to be in-
stalled over the coming
months, opens a new era
and essentially opens the
next facilities initiative —
adjusting game-day and
student-athlete experi-
ences in the iconic build-
ing that openedduring the
Dream Season of 1989-90.

“Gampel is a great col-

lege venue, andwewant to
keep it that way,” athletic
director David Benedict
said this week. “In order
to do that into the future,
it’s time to invest some
money in it.”

UConn has begun
working with Populous, a
Boston-based architectur-
al firm that specializes in
stadiums, toward plans
for various renovations.
Early ideas were ambi-
tious.

For example, UConn
had Populous take a hard
look at a nearly total
makeover of Gampel. A
footbridge would connect
the arena to the South

UConn’s Gampel
Pavilion in need
of renovations
By Mike Anthony
STAFF WRITER

Gampel continues on A4

GREENWICH — “Good Morn-
ing America” co-anchor Robin
Roberts shared with the 86 gradu-
ates of Greenwich Academy at the
Thursday commencement ceremo-
ny a lesson she learned aboutwant-
ing to pursue her dream of being a
professional athlete — allowing
passion to lead to purpose.

“I realized by the time Iwas a se-
nior in high school that if I wanted
to continue my passion of sports it
was going to be as a journalist and
not as an athlete,” Roberts said.

She went on to say that her

GREENWICH ACADEMY

‘Definewhat success is for you’
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Greenwich Academy’s 196th Commencement on Thursday.

Robin Roberts
addresses 2023
graduating class
By Jessica Simms
STAFF WRITER

Graduate continues on A4


