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Weather: Breezy with
occasional rain.
High: 68. Low: 51.
Page A10

HARTFORD — Nearly all
workers in Connecticut, re-
gardless of industry, could
soon be eligible for up to one
week of paid sick leave each
year under legislation ap-
proved by Senate lawmakers
on Thursday.

Dating back to 2012, Con-
necticut’s Sick Leave Law al-
ready guarantees certain “ser-
vice” workers at companies

with more than 50 employees
get at least 40 hours of paid sick
days each year.

The bill currently before law-
makers would expand that eli-
gibility to all private-sector
workers, with the sole excep-
tion of construction workers
who are covered by collective
bargaining agreements.

In addition it would allow
covered employees to accrue
sick time faster, though a provi-
sion increasing the amount of
available sick time to two

weeks was removed through a
last-minute amendment.

“We believe that this will
bring us in line with other
states as well as providing
greater opportunities for those
in our state who may need paid
sick days,” said state Sen. Julie
Kushner, D-Danbury, who co-
chairs the Labor and Public
Employees Committee.

Connecticut’s neighboring
states all currently mandate
paid sick leave for most work-
ers.

Laws in Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and New Jersey
require up to 40 hours of paid
leave, while New York offers a
guarantee of up to 56 hours of
sick leave for workers at larger
companies.

The proposal has elicited the
strong support of unions,
workers and physicians, who
touted the health benefits of al-
lowing workers the ease of tak-
ing time off to care for them-
selves and family members.

A coalition of manufactur-

ers, small businesses and other
employers,meanwhile, submit-
ted testimony to lawmakers
earlier this year, arguing that
they are still attempting to ac-
commodate the costs of Con-
necticut’s Paid Family and
Medical Leave Program, which
went into effect last year.

“Why are we doing this to
Connecticut businesses?”
wrote Mary Fitzgerald, the
president of Acme Wire Prod-
ucts Co. in Mystic.”We are the

Senate votes to expand paid sick day law
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER
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Gampel Pavilion has looked
and smelled like a lumber yard
recently, saw dust floating up-
ward while the original basket-
ball court is being dismantled
following a 34-year sneaker
pounding.

The new court, to be installed
over the comingmonths, opens a
new era and essentially opens
the next facilities initiative — ad-
justing game-day and student-
athlete experiences in the iconic
building that opened during the
Dream Season of 1989-90.

“Gampel is a great college ven-
ue, and we want to keep it that
way,” athletic director David
Benedict said this week. “In or-
der to do that into the future, it’s
time to invest somemoney in it.”

UConn has begun working
with Populous, a Boston-based
architectural firm that specializ-
es in stadiums, toward plans for
various renovations. Early ideas
were ambitious.

For example, UConn had Pop-
ulous take a hard look at a nearly
total makeover of Gampel. A
footbridge would connect the
arena to the SouthGarage across
Jim Calhoun Way, a secondary
concourse would exist in space
currently external to the build-
ing andoffice areaswouldbe lev-
eled in favor of merchandising,
beer sales andmore. Square foot-
age, currently about 228,000,
would increase dramatically.

By Mike Anthony
STAFF WRITER
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Gampel
Pavilion
in need of
renovations

MIDDLETOWN — Youth
in the downtown area now
have a dedicated space right
onMainStreet runby city offi-
cers to engage them in educa-
tional, athletic, artistic and
other positive pursuits to keep
them busy and possibly out of
trouble.

The Middletown Police Ac-
tivity Leaguewill be located in

two storefronts formerly oc-
cupied by the North End Ac-
tion Team and Mindbreaks
Wellness, at 646-54 Main St.

Police Chief Erik Costa,
Mayor Ben Florsheim, dozens
of officers andmembers of the
public gathered Thursday for
ribbon-cutting and signing of
the lease.

Officers Jeremy Tavares
and Elliot Arroyo, PAL vice
presidents who went through
the Waterbury Police Athletic

League program from ages 8
to 17, are two of the league’s
success stories. They and oth-
ers began working on a simi-
lar program in Middletown
about a year ago.

Arroyo grew up in a single-
parent household in a public
housing complex in Water-
bury, he has told The Press.
“There was not much to do,
and it was not a great area,” he
said.

The PAL center will serve

youths ages 4 to 18, many of
whom attend the middle
school, board President Lt.
David Godwin said.

The facility’s hours are still
being worked out, and the
PAL board has applied for a
number of grants. Features
will include a learning center
sponsored by Liberty Bank,
mini Planet Fitness, and a
host of other programming.
Already, Friday Night Hoops

Cassandra Day/Hearst Connecticut Media

The Middletown Police Department signed the lease for the new Police Activity League office at 646-54 Main St. It is aimed
at giving youth tutoring, athletic and other activities in this densely populated area where many children live.

PAL continues on A6

‘It has become a
resounding success’

PALprogram aimed at educating, engaging youth in positive activities
By Cassandra Day
STAFF WRITER

MIDDLETOWN — Middle-
town authorities have released a
description of a suspect and ve-
hicle they say was used in a toy
gun shooting in the city earlier
this week, during which two
children were hit with water
beads on their way home from
the bus stop.

Police were called to the area
of Grand Street just after 4:30
p.m. Tuesday for the report of
two juveniles being struck with
water beads from a “splatter
ball” or “Orbeez Blaster” toy, ac-
cording to a press release.

It described an Orbeez Blaster
as a toy that “discharges soft
polymer beads that have been
previously soaked in water to
create a jelly-like, non-lethal
ball.”

Officers discovered that the
incident involved two Middle-
townstudents, ages11and12,who
got off the school bus at the in-

Police
describe
suspect, car
in Orbeez
shooting
By Cassandra Day
STAFF WRITER
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MIDDLETOWN — After 110
years, a piece of Middletown
history has finally returned
home.

The Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art delivered two
pocket watches and a letter
written by President George
Washington to the Middlesex
County Historical Society in
Middletown April 17.

Washington wrote the letter
on Sept. 1, 1782, thanking Revo-
lutionaryWarCapt.WilliamH.
Van Deursen (1752-1824) for
lending him a book, according

to historical society Executive
Director Jesse Nasta, also assis-
tant professor in African
American Studies at Wesleyan
University.

Both time pieces belonged to
VanDeursen, a notable city res-
ident and integral participant in
the West Indies trade, he said.

His family maintained pos-
session of his belongings until
the death of his granddaughter
Margaret Van Deursen in 1913.
She stipulated in her will that
the objects be placed in a Mid-
dletown museum, yet the ob-
jects ended up at the Wads-
worth Atheneum, even though
the historical society had exist-

ed since 1901, Nasta said.
He explained that the mis-

take likely occurred because

Margaret Van Deursen pre-
sumably wrote a clause in her
will prior to 1901.

“Any object tied to George
Washington is extremely rare
and nationally significant, so to
learn that therewas thisGeorge
Washington document tied to
such a prominent Middletown
figurewasa remarkablediscov-
ery,”Nasta said. “The fact that it
had been at the Wadsworth for
110 years, and not known, was
another amazing, exciting dis-
covery.”

Nasta first learned of the let-
ter and pocket watches in 2019,
when society board member
Jack Bolles received a call from
then-Wadsworth registrar Edd
Russo. The pandemic and Rus-
so’s untimely death put the
transfer process on hold, but
now the objects have finally
been returned.

Washington, other artifacts return toMiddletown

Rachel Wachman/For Hearst
Connecticut Media

Middlesex County Historical
Society in Middletown
received two pocket watches
and a letter written by
George Washington April 17.

‘Amazing, exciting discovery.’ Historical
society receives pieces of history after a
century atWadsworth Atheneum

By Rachel Wachman
CORRESPONDENT


