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Weather: Breezy with
occasional rain.
High: 65, Low: 57. Page A10

Datingback to 2012,Connecti-
cut’s Sick Leave Law already
guarantees certain “service”
workers at companies with
more than 50 employees get at
least 40 hours of paid sick days
each year.

The bill currently before law-
makerswould expand that eligi-
bility to all private-sector work-

HARTFORD — Nearly all
workers in Connecticut, regard-
less of industry, could soon be
eligible for up to one week of
paid sick leave each year under
legislation approved by Senate
lawmakers on Thursday.

ers, with the sole exception of
construction workers who are
covered by collective bargaining
agreements. In addition it
would allow covered employees
to accrue sick time faster,
though a provision increasing
the amount of available sick
time to two weeks was removed
through a last-minute amend-
ment.

“We believe that this will
bring us in linewith other states
as well as providing greater op-
portunities for those in our state

who may need paid sick days,”
said state Sen. Julie Kushner, D-
Danbury, who co-chairs the La-
bor and Public Employees Com-
mittee.

Connecticut’s neighboring
states all currently mandate
paid sick leave for most work-
ers. Laws in Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and New Jersey
require up to 40 hours of paid
leave, while New York offers a
guarantee of up to 56 hours of
sick leave for workers at larger
companies.

The proposal has elicited the
strong support of unions, work-
ers and physicians, who touted
the health benefits of allowing
workers the ease of taking time
off to care for themselves and
family members.

A coalition of manufacturers,
small businesses and other em-
ployers, meanwhile, submitted
testimony to lawmakers earlier
this year, arguing that they are
still attempting to accommodate
the costs of Connecticut’s Paid

Senate votes to expand paid sick day law
Would be available to nearly
all public-sector workers
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER

Sick Day continues on A4

GREENWICH—Amanwho
allegedly rammed a security of-
ficer with his vehicle on pur-
pose at a central Greenwich of-
fice complex is facing a felony
hit-and-run charge.

Randy Cosman, 32, whose
last known address was listed
as Berg Street in North Las Ve-
gas, was picked up by Green-
wich police officers last week
following an investigation into
an incident April 13 on Steam-
boat Road.

Police and EMT’s were called
to the parking lot of the office
complex around 9:30 a.m. on a
report of a man injured by a ve-
hicle that left the scene, accord-
ing to police.

According to the arrest war-
rant application, a security offi-
cer was making his rounds in
the company parking lot, mak-
ing sure no one was parking
there without a company per-
mit. The guard found a man sit-
ting in his car, using a laptop
computer, who did not have a
parking pass, the affidavit stat-
ed. The parking lot has access to
free WiFi without a password,
the filing stated.The security of-
ficer informed the man that he
was in a private lot and asked
him to leave, according to the af-
fidavit, and the driver assented
and said he understood. The
car, a 2022 Hyundai Elantra
pulled out of the space as the
guard walked back to his post.

The guard later told police:
“He heard an engine revving,
tires screeching and was struck
behind by the same vehicle he
had just observed and interact-
ed with its driver.” The victim
was knocked down, and he saw

Driver
faces
felony
hit-run
charges
By Robert Marchant
STAFF WRITER

Felony continues on A7

GREENWICH — “Good
Morning America” co-anchor
Robin Roberts shared with the
86 graduates of Greenwich
Academy at the Thursday
commencement ceremony a
lesson she learned aboutwant-
ing to pursue her dream of be-
ing a professional athlete — al-
lowing passion to lead to pur-
pose.

“I realized by the time I was
a senior in high school that if I
wanted to continuemypassion
of sports it was going to be as a
journalist and not as an ath-
lete,” Roberts said.

She went on to say that her
dreamwas tobe a tennisplayer
and play at the Wimbledon
Tournament, but due to her
height, she was encouraged to

play basketball in high school.
Roberts said that she knew she
had to use her place on the bas-
ketball team to get a scholar-
ship so she could go to college
to pursue a journalism career.

She did just that.
“I was putting myself in po-

sition for good things to hap-
pen,” Roberts said. “Proximity
is power. ... You have to put
yourself in position for these
good things to happen to your-
self. Position yourself for suc-
cess and you— each one of you
— you define what success is
for you. Don’t let anyone else
do that. Do that for yourself.”

While she didn’t get to play
at Wimbledon, Roberts said
she got to cover it as a journal-
ist for ESPN.

“I didn’t make it to Wimble-
don with a tennis racket in my
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Good Morning America’s Robin Roberts gives the commencement speech during Greenwich Academy’s One Hundred and
Ninety-Sixth Commencement at the school in Greenwich on Thursday.

‘Definewhat success is’
RobinRoberts addresses 2023GreenwichAcademy graduates

By Jessica Simms
STAFF WRITER

Students Sara Raghavan and Arabella Everitt, facing camera,
hug each other before the start of Greenwich Academy’s
Commencement at the school in Greenwich. Graduate continues on A7

Christian Abraham/Hearst Connecticut Media

King of Candyland, teacher Steve Hohl, directs kids how many steps to move during Old Greenwich School’s
annual Dolphin Day at the school in Greenwich. The school observes Dolphin Day as a way for kids to stay
outside and engage in a range of outdoor activities. This year’s theme is Candyland. More photos on A5.

Gampel Pavilion has
looked and smelled like a
lumber yard recently, saw
dust floating upward
while the original basket-
ball court is being dis-
mantled following a 34-
year sneaker pounding.

The new court, to be in-
stalled over the coming
months, opens a new era
and essentially opens the
next facilities initiative —
adjusting game-day and
student-athlete experi-
ences in the iconic build-
ing that opened during
the Dream Season of 1989-
90.

“Gampel is a great col-
lege venue, and we want

to keep it thatway,” athlet-
ic director David Benedict
said this week. “In order
to do that into the future,
it’s time to invest some
money in it.”

UConn has begun
working with Populous, a
Boston-based architec-
tural firm that specializes
in stadiums, toward plans
for various renovations.
Early ideas were ambi-
tious.

For example, UConn
had Populous take a hard
look at a nearly total
makeover of Gampel. A
footbridge would connect
the arena to the South
Garage across Jim Cal-
houn Way, a secondary
concourse would exist in

Gampel Pavilion in
need of renovations
By Mike Anthony
STAFF WRITER

Gampel continues on A4

SCHOOL BECOMES CANDYLAND


