
With prices slashed up to 70%, you won’t find
a better deal on home furnishings in town!

West of I-25 on Corporate Center Dr. 1 Mile South of Woodmen Rd.    Store hours: Mon-Sat 10AM-8PM • Sun Noon-6PM
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FT. CARSON SOLDIERS LEAD WAY
SPECIAL REPORT COMING IN SUNDAY’S GAZETTE

4th Infantry Division leads military exercise to train 5 NATO nations in Poland

See gazette.com to access 
our fully interactive e-edition.

BONUS COVERAGE
Record long 
jump
Vista Ridge senior 
breaks Class 5A 
state record in long 
jump. SPORTS, B1

Mourning Jim 
Brown
Hall of Fame Cleve-
land Browns running 
back dies at age 87. 
SPORTS, B1

Colorado still growing even though population growth might have reached its peak

State boom hits small swoon
BY STEPHANIE EARLS

stephanie.earls@gazette.com

New estimates released Thurs-
day by the U.S. Census Bureau of-
fer insights into how Coloradoans 
— and Americans— are living, and 
where they’re choosing to do so, in 
post-pandemic, economically chal-

lenging times.
The big takeaway for the Centen-

nial State, from an annual federal 
report updating the 2020 decennial 
census with “sub-county” data from 
incorporated cities and towns?

The existential lure of a scenic, 
health-centric place to live appears 

to have been dampened by pandem-
ic realities and economics. Some 
cities, including Colorado Springs, 
however, are still on the move, albe-
it not at pre-COVID boom rates.

In 2018, Colorado Springs was the 
134th fastest-growing U.S. city with 
a population of at least 50,000, ac-

cording to census data. Between 
2021 and 2022, the Springs’ pop-
ulation grew by 2,920, or .60%, to 
486,248 residents, but its ranking in 
the national list dropped to 264.

It still surpassed Denver.

Honoring fallen officers
BY CAROL MCKINLEY

carol.mckinley@gazette.com

We’re not No. 1!
Or at least it’s a “reasonable 

inference,” one expert said, 
that “we are no longer the 
worst in the country.”

After years of being the 
worst state in the country for 
auto thefts per capita, Colora-
do is showing signs of losing 
that distinction by what could 
turn out to be a large margin.

The Colorado Auto Theft 
Prevention Authority (CAT-
PA) report for the first four 
months of the year showed 
that 22% fewer cars were 
stolen from January through 
April, compared with the 
same period in 2022.

That computed to 11,473 
vehicles stolen. In the same 

Colorado 
auto theft 
rates on 
decline
State sees 22% drop 
since April of 2022

BY SETH BOSTER
seth.boster@gazette.com

Land managers have ap-
proved work aimed at “the 
long-term sustainability” of 
one of Colorado’s most re-
nowned trails.

Sustainability along Hang-
ing Lake Trail garnered 
heightened concern after the 
2020 Grizzly Creek fire, which 
burned above the popular wa-
terfall and surrounding can-
yon. Cleared of vegetation, the 
fire introduced the corridor to 
flooding and rock and mud 
slides that continue today.

Following debris in 2021 

Hanging 
Lake to see 
changes

CHRISTIAN MURDOCK, THE GAZETTE

Members of the El Paso County Sheriff Honor Guard deliver the wreath Friday during the 2023 Pikes Peak Region 
Peace Officers Memorial Service at the Pikes Peak Region Peace Officer Memorial in Memorial Park in Colorado 
Springs. The service remembered the 35 local law enforcement officers who have died serving their community, 
including El Paso County Sheriff’s Andrew Peery and Fountain Police’s Julian Becerra who died over the past year. 
See gazette.com or our e-edition for a photo gallery.
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