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China and the Central Asian coun-
tries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbek-
istan have agreed to support the 
establishment of a China-Central 
Asia energy development partner-
ship to expand full-chain energy 
cooperation. 

The agreement is one of the fruit-
ful achievements of the landmark 
China-Central Asia Summit, which 
concluded in Xi’an, Shaanxi prov-
ince, on Friday.

During the summit, President        
Xi Jinping, together with Kazakh 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov, 
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon, 
Turkmen President Serdar Berdimu-
hamedov and Uzbek President Shav-
kat Mirziyoyev, reached a wide range 
of new consensuses on cooperation 

in various fields, including the econo-
my, trade, investment, security and 
people-to-people exchanges. 

They pledged to work together for 
an even closer China-Central Asia 
community with a shared future fea-
turing mutual assistance, common 
development, universal security and 
everlasting friendship.

The heads of state of the six coun-
tries jointly signed the Xi’an Declara-
tion of the China-Central Asia 
Summit, adopted a list of summit 
outcomes, and charted a blueprint 
for the future development of China-
Central Asia relations.

The declaration said that the six 
countries will further expand their 
partnership in traditional energy, 
such as petroleum, natural gas and 
coal, strengthen renewable energy 
cooperation, and intensify collabora-
tion in that peaceful use of nuclear 
energy.

Noting that their energy partner-
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Inside a jewelry outlet at Grand-
view Mall, a high-end shopping 
complex in booming downtown 
Tianhe district in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province, salespeople 
are busy sorting through their stock.

“An increased number of custom-
ers, especially young people who 
plan to get married on May 20, have 
come to buy gold rings or other jew-
elry accessories,” said Deng Wen-
wen, a salesman for the Emphasis 
outlet, a high-end Hong Kong-based 
jewelry brand. 

Young Chinese couples are eager 
to get married and make grand 
romantic gestures, such as propos-
ing marriage, on May 20, which falls 
on Saturday this year, as “520” is a 
homophone of “I love you” in Chi-
nese.

According to Deng, jewelry sales 
have climbed significantly in May, 
thanks to big sales promotions 
before Saturday as well as for Moth-
er’s Day on May 14.

“Sales have increased by almost 
40 percent in the past two weeks, 
compared with the first two weeks 
of April,” Deng said.

Nearby, a store selling garments 

of a major Chinese sportswear 
brand is offering four specially 
designed T-shirts for 520 yuan ($74) 
to mark May 20. 

“Young buyers have been keen on 
buying the specially designed 
T-shirts in the past several days,” 
said a salesman surnamed Huang.

However, the day isn’t only about 
romantic gifts and sales promo-
tions. Civil affairs authorities across 
the country are gearing up to handle 
a surge in marriage registrations.

To meet the strong demand for 
young people rushing to tie the knot 
on the special date, civil affairs 
authorities across Guangdong have 
announced that they will open on 
Saturday, outside of their usual 
weekday office hours.

According to the online reserva-
tion system for marriage registra-
tion in Guangdong, all offices across 
the province are fully booked for 
Saturday. 

Beijing’s marriage registration 
offices will also extend their service 
hours on May 20 to meet the surge 
in demand for marriage certificates.

“Our usual service hours on Satur-
days are from 9 am to 1 pm, but we 
will definitely work overtime this 
Saturday,” the Beijing Civil Affairs 
Bureau said in a statement. 

According to the bureau, the 
number of marriage registration 
appointments in Beijing has 
already exceeded 4,400 couples. To 
avoid crowds gathering, residents 
in the capital need to make an 
appointment before going for mar-
riage registration.

With many couples picking May 
20 as an auspicious day, others 
think the practice is now overdone.

Li Yihui, a young woman who 
plans to marry her boyfriend this 
year, believes even though it’s a good 
idea to get married on May 20, the 
date is no longer quite as special as 
so many couples have chosen it in 
recent years.

“There are many other good 

choices, such as one of our birth-
days or the anniversaries of some 
special dates during our relation-
ship,” she said. “Then, that date 
will be only meaningful for us, 
which is private and special.”

Du Juan in Beijing contributed to 
this story.

Young women look at flowers on Thursday at a stall in Kunming, 
Yunnan province, ahead of May 20, which falls on Saturday. “520” is 
a homophone of “I love you” in Chinese. provided to china daily
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Summit charts course for shared future
Presidents reach consensus in wide 
range of fields at landmark gathering

ship is an important part of sustaina-
ble development in the region, the six 
countries underlined the importance 
of a stable energy supply to econom-
ic, trade and investment coopera-
tion, and support for speeding up 
construction of the D line of the     
China-Central Asia natural gas pipe-
line, according to the declaration. 

In his keynote 
address to the sum-
mit, Xi announced 
that, to bolster cooper-
ation with Central 

Asia, China will provide Central 
Asian countries with a total of 26 bil-
lion yuan ($3.7 billion) of financing 
support and grants.

He highlighted that the world 
needs a harmonious Central Asia, 
saying: “No one has the right to sow 
discord or stoke confrontation in the 
region, let alone seek selfish political 
interests.”

While jointly meeting the media 
with the presidents of the five Cen-
tral Asian countries after the sum-
mit, Xi said that the six countries will 
firmly support each other on issues 

concerning respective core interests 
such as sovereignty, independence, 
security and territorial integrity, 
respect the development path cho-
sen based on each other’s national 
conditions, and firmly oppose inter-
ference in internal affairs by any 
force or under any pretext. 

The five Central Asian countries 
fully recognize the significance of the 
Chinese path to modernization for 
the world’s development, and reiter-
ate their firm commitment to the 
one-China principle, Xi said.

He said that China and the Central 
Asian countries will take the 10th 
anniversary of Belt and Road cooper-
ation as a new starting point to build 
better synergy among development 
strategies, promote trade liberaliza-
tion and facilitation, expand indus-
trial and investment cooperation 
and further develop transport corri-
dors connecting China and Central 
Asia.

“Together, we will foster a new 
cooperation paradigm featuring 
high-level complementarity and 
mutual benefit,” he said.

Looking forward, Xi said that Chi-
na’s relations with the Central Asian 
countries will “forge ahead like a ship 
braving all winds and waves”, offer 
new vitality to the development and 
revitalization of the six countries, 
and inject strong and positive energy 
to the peace and stability of the 
region.

The presidents of the five Central 
Asian countries spoke highly about 
the achievements of the summit and 
the fruitful outcomes of their all-
around cooperation with China. They 
said that China has now become a 
crucial force for ensuring global secu-
rity and stability and for promoting 
scientific, technological and econom-
ic development, and cooperation 
with China is an important factor 
indispensable for countries’ pursuit 
of sustainable development. 

They commended China’s policy 
of friendship and cooperation 
toward Central Asia, and expressed 
readiness to keep fully harnessing 
the strategic and leading role of head-
of-state diplomacy, expand and 
strengthen the China-Central Asia 

Summit Mechanism, enhance top-
level planning and coordination, and 
deepen their all-around practical 
cooperation with China. 

The six countries officially inaugu-
rated the China-Central Asia Sum-
mit Mechanism, with China and 
Central Asian countries taking turns 
to host the biennial summit. They 
agreed that the second China-Cen-
tral Asia Summit will be hosted by 
Kazakhstan in 2025. 

State Councilor and Foreign Min-
ister Qin Gang said that the event 
was “fruitful”, as it gave fresh impetus 
to the deepening of China-Central 
Asia relations, and in the meantime, 
it contributed to upholding interna-
tional fairness and justice. 

The six countries agreed to abide 
by the purposes and principles of the 
UN Charter, firmly uphold multilat-
eralism, resist unilateralism, hegem-
ony and power politics, and strive to 
promote the democratization of 
international relations and make the 
international order and global gov-
ernance system fairer and more equi-
table, he said.
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• Our gathering in Xi’an today to 
renew our millennia-old friendship 
and open up new vistas for the future 
is of very profound significance.
• Central Asia, the center of the Eura-
sian continent, is at a crossroads 
connecting the East and West, the 
South and North. 

• The China-Central Asia relationship 
is steeped in history, driven by broad 
actual needs, and built on solid popu-
lar support. 
• No one has the right to sow discord 
or stoke confrontation in Central 
Asia, let alone seek selfish political 
interests.

Xi’s quotes 

President Xi Jinping and visiting leaders of five Central Asian countries wave as they pose for pictures at a group photo session during the 
China-Central Asia Summit in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, on Friday. feng yongbin / china daily

President Xi Jinping speaks at the roundtable during the China-
Central Asia Summit on Friday. huang jingwen / xinhua
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President Xi Jinping said on Fri-
day that China is ready to work with 
Arab countries to promote China- 
Arab friendship, implement the out-
comes of the first China-Arab States 
Summit and build a higher level of 
strategic partnership.

Xi made the 
remarks in a congrat-
ulatory message sent 
to Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz 

Al Saud, who holds the rotating pres-
idency of the Council of the Arab 
League, on the convening of the 
32nd Arab League Summit in the 
Saudi port city of Jeddah.

The Arab League, committed to 
seeking strength through unity in the 
Arab world, has been actively pro-
moting peace, stability and develop-
ment in the Middle East, he said. 

Referring to Saudi Arabia as an 
important force in the multipolar 
world, Xi expressed appreciation for 
the country’s active contribution to 
strengthening solidarity among Arab 
countries and maintaining peace 
and stability in the Middle East. 

The president noted that the     
China-Arab strategic partnership, 
which has witnessed fruitful results 
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in recent years, has become an exam-
ple of South-South cooperation and 
win-win cooperation. 

During the first China-Arab States 
Summit held in Riyadh last Decem-
ber, the leaders agreed to build a   
China-Arab community with a 
shared future in the new era, pro-
mote regional peace and develop-
ment and uphold international 
fairness and justice.

The summit was an epoch-making 
milestone in the development of   
China-Arab relations, Xi said. 

Looking ahead, China is willing to 
work together with the Arab coun-
tries and continue to write a new 
chapter of China-Arab friendship, Xi 
said. 

The 32nd Arab League Summit, 
which kicked off on Friday, will dis-
cuss regional and global issues that 
are crucial to the region’s stability.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
attended the summit for the first time 
since his country was suspended 
from the Arab League after the out-
break of the Syrian civil war in 2011.

The readmission of Syria to the 
pan-Arab body, the ongoing conflict 
in Sudan, and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict will top the agenda of the 
summit.

Xinhua contributed to the story.

Xi sends congratulations 
to Arab League meeting


