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SACRAMENTO – California lawmak-
ers blocked two big environmental bills
Thursday: One that would have ramped
up the state’s emissions targets, and
another that would have made oil com-
panies liable for the health problems of
people who live close to oil wells.

They are among the hundreds of bills
that did not survive the Legislature’s
suspense fi�le, a mysterious process
where lawmakers decide – with no ex-
planation – which bills will get a chance
to become law later this year and which
ones should not move forward.

Last year, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed a law that bans drilling new oil
wells within 3,200 feet of sensitive
areas like homes and schools. But the
law hasn’t taken eff�ect because the oil
industry qualifi�ed a referendum on the
2024 ballot asking voters to overturn it.

That referendum angered environ-
mental and health advocates. They de-
cided if the oil industry wanted to block
that law, then they would try to pass an-
other law to let people who got sick from
living too close to wells to sue the oil
companies responsible for them. The
bill, authored by Sen. Lena Gonzalez,
would have required oil companies to
pay up to $1 million to people who have
cancer or other health problems associ-
ated with the well.

“Today, we missed a key opportunity
to advance legislation that would hold
polluters accountable and prevent fur-
ther harm to families who are just trying
to stay healthy and have a better quality
of life,” Gonzalez said in a statement.

The Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee stopped the bill from getting a vote
by the full Senate, meaning it is not like-
ly to become law this year. Jamie Court,
president of the advocacy group Con-
sumer Watchdog, blamed committee
chair Sen. Anthony Portantino, a Dem-
ocrat from Burbank who is also running
for Congress.

See BILLS, Page 2A
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A
crowd of more than 2,000 gradu-

ates and their loved ones piled

into Moorpark College’s Griffi�n

Stadium at 10 a.m. Friday as the

hillside community college celebrated the

class of 2023. 

See GRADUATIONS, Page 2A

Cynthia and Serenity Arzabal, mother and daughter, pose with one of the picture frames before the start of the 2023
Moorpark College Commencement Friday at the college’s Griffin Stadium. PHOTOS BY JOE LUMAYA/SPECIAL TO THE STAR

The class of 2023 
Thousands honored in
Ventura County community
college graduations
Isaiah Murtaugh Ventura County Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

Graduates walk into Griffin Stadium during the 2023 Moorpark
College Commencement Program Friday. About 2,020 graduates
attended this year’s program.

WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national economy
would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is
not increased and the government de-
faults on its debts, according to a new
poll, even as few say they have a solid
understanding of the ongoing debt limit
negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they

want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-
dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve

of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load, which
currently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot of
attention to the latest debt limit debate
because he’s thinks it will be resolved in
time to save the economy from harm, as 

Poll: Many worried about debt limit
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