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WEATHER: Low clouds, then sunshine.
Highs: 61-82. Lows: 50-55. B6

Jim Brown, the Cleveland
Browns fullback who was ac-
claimed as one of the greatest
players in pro football history
and who remained in the public
eye as a Hollywood action hero
anda civil rights activist, though
his name was later tarnished by
accusations of violent conduct
against women, died Thursday
night at his home in Los Ange-
les. He was 87.

His family announced his
death Friday on Instagram.

Playing for the Browns from
1957 to 1965 after earning All-
American honors at Syracuse
University in football and la-
crosse, Brown helped take
Cleveland to the 1964 NFL
championship.

In any game, he dragged de-
fenderswhenhewasn’t running
over them or flattening them
with a straight-arm. He eluded
themwithhis footworkwhenhe
wasn’t sweeping around the end

and outrunning them. He never
missed a game, piercing defen-
sive lines in 118 consecutive reg-
ular-season games, though he
played one year with a broken
toe and another with a sprained
wrist.

“All you can do is grab, hold,
hang on andwait for help,” Sam
Huff, the Hall of Fame middle
linebacker of the New York Gi-
ants and Washington Redskins
(now the Commanders), once
told Time magazine.

JIM BROWN 1936-2023

RuggedNFL rusher also found fame
as amovie hero, civil rights activist

Lennox McLendon/Associated Press 1984

Jim Brown, who played for the Cleveland Browns from 1957 to
1965, was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1971.

By Richard Goldstein
NEW YORK TIMES

Brown continues on A8

Efforts to expand treatment for opioid over-
doses and addiction faced some of their first
roadblocks in the California Legislature when
lawmakers killed a bill that would have re-
quired Narcan in some public spaces.

That bill by Assembly Member Matt Haney,
D-San Francisco, would have required public
places including bars, public libraries and low-
income housing such as single-room-occupan-
cy hotels in counties with high overdose rates
to have the overdose-reversing drug on hand.
Lawmakers blocked it Thursday in the Assem-
bly Appropriations Committee during a mara-
thon hearing in which they killed or signifi-
cantly altered many bills with high price tags.

The Narcan bill, AB24, would have cost the
state an estimated $400,000per year, according
to an estimate from the California Department
of Public Health.

That would have been a microdrop in the
state’s $306 billion budget for the upcoming fis-
cal year. Gov. Gavin Newsom has discouraged
lawmakers from sending him costly bills out-
side the state’s official budgeting process as the

Panel
blocks
bill on
Narcan
Antidotewould have been
required in public spaces
By Sophia Bollag

Narcan continues on A10

California Attorney General Rob Bonta has
declined to prosecute a former San Francisco
police officer accused of shooting and killing a
man during a chase in the Bayview in 2017, say-
ing the case cannot be proved beyond a reason-
able doubt.

In a letter to San Francisco District Attorney
Brooke Jenkins, Bonta explained his decision
not topursuechargesafter reviewingvideo foot-
age, witness statements, crime scene photo-
graphs, autopsy reports and other evidence of
the deadly encounter between Keita O’Neil, 42,
andOfficer Christopher Samayoa, who had just
graduated from the academy and started field
training on Dec. 1, 2017, the day of the incident.

Had the case gone to trial, Samayoa would
probably have argued that he acted “in self-de-
fense and to apprehend a fleeing felon,” Bonta
said in his letter, noting the prosecution’s bur-
den to anticipate and disprove these defenses.

“Here, if believed by a jury, Officer Samayoa’s
recorded statements satisfy the elements of self-

Officer won’t
face charges
in 2017 death
By Rachel Swan

Shooting continues on A9

Mike Bartell wakes up
on Treasure Island every
morning to a breathtaking
view of the San Francisco
skyline through the gap-
ing window in his studio
apartment. But forBartell,
the scenery isn’t the main
attraction.

For the first time since
2008, he has his very own
place to sleep in — no
roommates to steal his art
supplies, food orwhatever
else that usually went
missing in recent years.
And the sparkling new
building he’s living in is

full of other military vet-
erans like him, who can
relate to spending years
being homeless and feel-
ing abandoned by their
country.

Bartell, a 72-year-old
former Marine who
fought in Vietnam, was
one of the first vets to
move into the new Maceo
May supportive housing
complex on Treasure Is-
land for formerly un-
housed veterans. The rent
is just 30% of whatever
government subsidy
check residents receive.

The 105-unit complex,

Veterans finally have
a place to call home
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Army veteran James Kauffman, 62, looks out the window of his hallway inside the recently opened Maceo May
supportive housing complex on Treasure Island in San Francisco. The $110 million complex has 105 units.

Treasure Island complex for formerly homeless took tough road
By Kevin Fagan

Katie Ettl, communications coordinator for the Maceo
May complex, holds a resident’s keys. The complex has
six stories and is on the western edge of the island. Veterans continues on A9

At first glance, the meetings of Cali-
fornia’s reparations task force were of-
ten an exercise in turmoil. Task force
members regularly traded personal
barbs and squabbled over procedural
motions, evenas theeyesof thecountry
were on them. When they weren’t
fighting amongst themselves, they
were being shouted down by the audi-
ence.

But when members of the panel re-
flect on theirwork, adifferentnarrative

emerges: They had an unprecedented
job as the first statewide reparations
task force in the country, and theygot it
done.

The task force concluded the bulk of
itsworkthismonthwhenitvoted toap-
prove a final reportmore than 500pag-
es long. Among the remedies the panel
recommended: California issue a for-
malapology for its role inenablingslav-
ery and its many vestiges of white su-
premacy, and the state make cash pay-
ments to those whose ancestors were
enslaved.Aninitialassessmentofdam-

ages estimated that it could cost up to
$1.2 million per person over a lifetime.

Now, state lawmakers and Gov. Ga-
vin Newsom must decide whether to
pass a more specific reparations plan.
Already, the panel’s work has drawn
national media attention and stirred
controversy,particularlyasotherstates
and some cities look to study repara-
tions.

The Chronicle spoke with seven
members of the nine-member panel
about what they took away from being

Reparations panel’s work offers lessons
By Dustin Gardiner

Reparations continues on A10


