
Joaquin River Delta and else-
where.

Altogether, administration
officials hope the package could
speed up project construction
by more than three years and re-
duce costs by hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars— efforts they say
are necessary to achieve the
state’s aggressive climate goals.

But it quickly garnered criti-
cism both for going too far in
weakening the state’s environ-
mental protections and not far
enough because it limits pro-
posed reforms to select projects.

Newsom characterized the

Surrounded by hard hat-
wearing construction workers at
a solar energy project in theCen-
tral Valley, Gov. Gavin Newsom
unveiled a sweeping package of
legislation and signed an execu-
tive order Friday to make it eas-
ier to build transportation,

clean energy and water infra-
structure across California. The
governor said the proposal in-
tends to cut through bureau-
cratic hurdles that have stymied
grand public works projects and
will help California capitalize on
an infusion of money from the
Biden administration to boost
climate-friendly construction.

Newsom’s proposal aims to
shorten the contracting process
for bridge and water projects,
limit timelines for environmen-
tal litigation and simplify per-
mitting for complicated devel-
opments in the Sacramento-San

proposal as essential to restor-
ing trust that government can
improve people’s lives, espe-
cially under the threat of climate
change.

“The question is, are we going
to screw it up by being con-
sumed by paralysis and proc-
ess?” Newsom said. “We’re here
to assert a different paradigm,
to commit ourselves to results.”

Newsom’s effort is the latest
foray in decades-long debates
over quickening the state’s slug-
gish process for building major
infrastructure. Major reforms

NEWSOM UNVEILS PLAN TO SPEED PROJECTS
Infrastructure proposal
could expedite process
for permits, approvals
BY LIAM DILLON
& HANNAHWILEY
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Graduates (above) move their tassels during one of the commence-
ment ceremonies Friday at Cal State University SanMarcos. More
than 4,200 students were expected to graduate from CSUSM this
year. Theater major Jago Love (right) celebrates the achievement.

EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T PHOTOS

CAPPING
OFF THE DAY

The vacant high-rise that first
made news for costing the city of
SanDiego $18,000 a day continues
to haunt taxpayers, who under
Mayor Todd Gloria’s new budget
will spendmore than $6,000 every
24 hours just on maintaining the
property.

Deep inside an analysis of the
1,460-page budget proposed by
Gloria for the coming fiscal year is
a two-sentence notice indicating
that upkeep for the 101 Ash St. of-
fice tower will cost $2.4 million
next year.

The expenses amount to $6,575
per day beginning July 1—money
that will pay for utilities, security,
windowcleaning, landscapingand
a host of other services, according
to a review of the proposed spend-
ing plan by the city’s independent
budget analyst.

There is no end in sight for
spending on the former Sempra
Energy headquarters at 101 Ash
St.

SanDiegorecentlyagreedto is-
sue $126 million in bonds to buy
out the lease and pay other costs.
That debt will cost $7.4 million in
eachof thenext 30 years topayoff.

The city also is still confronting
a spate of lawsuits filed by dozens
of workers who say they were
wrongly exposed to asbestos dur-
ing abotched renovation effort.

The spending by the city De-
partment of Real Estate and Air-
port Management, or DREAM, is
plannedeven though theproperty
wasdeclaredsurplusbythemayor
and City Council earlier this
month.

“DREAM continues to provide
property management functions
for the 101 Ash Street building
through a third-party contract,”

UPKEEP
AT 101
ASH ST.
COSTS
MILLIONS
Mayor seeks $2.4M to
cover expenses at empty
high-rise for fiscal year
BY JEFF MCDONALD
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WASHINGTON
Debt limit talks between the

White House andHouse Republi-
cans stopped, started and
stopped again Friday at the U.S.
Capitol, a dizzying series of events
in high-stakes negotiations to
avoid a potentially catastrophic
federal default.

President JoeBiden’s adminis-
tration is reaching for a deal with
Republicans led by House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy as the
nation faces a deadline as soon as
June 1 to raise the country’s bor-
rowing limit, now at $31 trillion, to
keep paying the nation’s bills. Re-
publicans are demanding steep
spending cuts the Democrats op-
pose.

Negotiations came to an
abrupt standstill earlier in theday
when McCarthy said it’s time to
“pause” the talks. But the negoti-
ating teams convened again in the
eveningonly toquickly call it quits
for thenight.

The president, whohas been in
JapanattendingtheGroupofSev-
en summit, had no immediate
publiccomment.ButWhiteHouse
press secretary Karine Jean-Pi-
erre said Biden was “still opti-
mistic” that a deal could be
reached.

TALKS ON
DEBT LIMIT
REMAIN AT
STANDSTILL
White House, GOP
face ‘real differences’;
next steps uncertain
BY LISAMASCARO, FARNOUSH
AMIRI & ZEKEMILLER
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CLEVELAND
Jim Brown was virtually

unstoppable in every arena.
Whether on the field, as a

Hollywood film hero or civil
rights advocate, Brown was
a force.

One of the greatest play-
ers in NFL history, Brown,
who retired at the peak of his
playing career to pursue act-
ing and remained in the pub-
lic spotlight as an activist —
andduetooff-fieldtransgres-

sions that included allega-
tions of violence against
women—hasdied.Hewas87.

A spokeswoman for
Brown’s family said he died
peacefully inhisLosAngeles
home on Thursday night
with his wife, Monique, by
his side.

“To the world, he was an
activist, actor, and football
star,” Monique Brown
wrote in an Instagrampost.
“To our family, he was a lov-
ing husband, father, and
grandfather. Our hearts

are broken.”
One of pro football’s first

superstars, Brown was a
wrecking ball while leading
the league in rushing for
eight of his nine seasons
with the Cleveland Browns.
He never missed a game,
playing in 118 straight before
his sudden retirement in
1965 — after being named
MostValuablePlayer.

Brown led the Browns to
their last championship in
1964 before quitting football

Jim Brown (32), running back for the Cleveland Browns, is shown in action in a
home game against the New York Giants on Nov. 14, 1965.

AP FILE

JIM BROWN
1936-2023

HALL OF FAME FULLBACK LEFT FOOTBALL
FOR HOLLYWOOD, CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISM
BY TOMWITHERS
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The alleged crimes involved shipments of
goods smuggled across the U.S.-Mexico border.
They involved confidential informants, under-
cover federalagentsandsecretlyrecordedtrans-
actions with hundreds of thousands of dollars
switching hands. But the goods at the center of
these operations were not drugs — they were
highly soughtbladders of endangered fish.

Thismonth, federalprosecutors inSanDiego
have charged three people in two separate cases
with crimes involving the importation and sales
of the bladders from the totoaba, a critically en-
dangered fish species found only in the Gulf of
California.

Totoaba bladders, also known as fish maw,
areadelicacy inChinaandhighlyprized for their
purported medicinal properties. A single blad-
derhassold forasmuchas$150,000, according to
prosecutors, though they more commonly sell
for closer to $10,000. The totoaba has been pro-
tected since 1975, but a black market demand
has decimated the population, with illegal fish-
ingnets also leading to thenear extinctionof the
vaquitaporpoise.

Zifeng “Gabriel” Wu, a Chinese citizen who
lives inChulaVista,was indictedthismonthona
conspiracy charge and eight other charges re-
lated to buying, selling and importing totoaba
bladders as well as other endangered and pro-
tected marine animals, including hawksbill sea
turtles, seahorses and sea cucumbers.

Wu has pleaded not guilty. His attorney de-

THREE CHARGED
WITH ILLEGAL
IMPORT, SALE OF
FISH BLADDERS
Demand for delicacy in China
drives black market for totoaba
BY ALEX RIGGINS

SEE BLADDERS • A6

MY
SDBroadsheet_ 05-20-2023_ A_ 1_ A1_ ME_ 1_
TSet: 05-19-2023 20:30


