
SUMMER READING SUBSCRIBER-EXCLUSIVE
SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

Volume 162 | No. 61
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 877-424-4917
©2023 $1.00

THE SALINAS

WEEKEND, MAY 20-MAY 21, 2023 | THECALIFORNIAN.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

QEAJAB-07801s

Why each 
of horses
running can
– or can’t –
win Preakness 
SPORTS, 1B

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at thecalifornian.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

As states across the country put to-
gether proposals to reduce their climate-
warming pollution, the role of natural gas
has been heavily debated: While gas from
fossil fuels is a source of toxic emissions
that drive climate change, some policy
makers have touted “renewable” natural
gas.

One of the most bountiful sources of
renewable biogas is livestock. California,
the top milk-producing state in the coun-
try, sees the manure produced by its 1.7
million dairy cows as a renewable solu-
tion because cows constantly churn out
waste, and it’s considered clean because
the state assumes the captured gas
would otherwise go into the atmosphere.

Over the last 10 years, California has
paid farmers and companies more than
half a billion dollars to collect and refi�ne
cow manure vapors, raising concerns
that the state is encouraging larger herds.
The process has helped reduce the state’s
emissions, but has come at the cost of
farming communities that suff�er the ef-
fects of dairies polluting air and water.

Biogas emits carbon when it’s com-
busted as a fuel, yet is still better for the 

California’s methane climate
solution rewards dairy gas

Third generation dairyman Jared Fernandes walks on the cover of the digester lagoon at Legacy Ranch #2. The Pixley
dairy uses processes including the digester to reclaim methane gas from manure.
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Dairies in Tulare and Kings counties look for ways to deal with methane.
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WASHINGTON – Former FBI em-
ployees accused the bureau of politici-
zation in congressional testimony
Thursday, a day after the agency dis-
closed that two of the men had seen
their security clearances revoked over
concerns about how their views of the
Capitol attack on Jan. 6, 2021, aff�ected
their work. 

The three men alleged overreach
and retaliation by the FBI in testimony
to a special House committee investi-
gating what Republicans assert is the
“weaponization” of the federal govern-
ment against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ...
you’re not in line with what they think
to be the political position or the proper
position, you’re the target,” Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his
opening statement.

Former FBI employees Marcus Al-
len and Steve Friend testifi�ed to the
panel just hours after the FBI in-
formed Jordan in a letter Wednesday
– obtained by The Associated Press –
that both men had been stripped of
security clearances after either at-
tending the Capitol riot in 2021 or es-
pousing alternate theories about the
attack. 

A mob of pro-Trump rioters, some 
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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say
they want any increase in the debt lim-
it to be coupled with agreed-upon
terms for reducing the federal budget
defi�cit. At the same time, Americans
are more likely to disapprove than ap-
prove of how President Joe Biden and
negotiators on both sides of the aisle
are handling negotiations. Still, slight-
ly more approve of Biden’s handling of
the situation than of congressional Re-
publicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do some-
thing,” the Republican from Milton,
Delaware, said of McCarthy’s leader-
ship. “The Democrats want to spend
more money and they don’t want any
limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load,
which currently stands at $31.4 tril-
lion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Loui-
siana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot
of attention to the latest debt limit de-
bate because he’s thinks it will be re-
solved in time to save the economy
from harm, as in the past. But he ex-
pressed concern about the level of U.S.
borrowing, calling it “astronomical”
and “out of hand.”

“I’ve learned from the past that they
always at the last minute come up with
a plan,” said Ellis, a registered Demo-
crat who is retired after owning a
trucking company. “Basically, it’s just
a show on their part and, you know,
one side blames the other and gener-
ally they end up with a decision. Hope-
fully they’ll do it again.”

Overall, about 2 in 10 U.S. adults say
they are following negotiations over
raising the debt limit extremely or very
closely, and about 4 in 10 are following
somewhat closely. Similarly, about 2 in
10 say they understand the situation
very well and about 4 in 10 say they un-
derstand it somewhat well. 

Still, a clear majority – 63% – say
they think the negotiations should be
coupled with terms to reduce the bud-
get defi�cit. Nineteen percent say the
debt limit should be raised without
conditions and 16% say it should not
be raised at all. Overall, the adults who
say they understand the debate best 
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