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SANTA FE, N.M. – Videos released
Thursday of this week’s deadly ram-
page in Farmington, New Mexico, re-
corded a voice said to be the shooter
urging police to “kill me” and offi�cers
rushing toward the 18-year-old gunman
before fatally shooting him outside a
church. 

“He is yelling on the Ring footage,
‘Come kill me,’ ” Farmington Police
Chief Steve Hebbe said of Beau Wilson,
the high school senior who authorities
say killed three older women during the
attack.

“He’s making a stand, he has oppor-
tunities to run off�, he does not use those
opportunities,” Hebbe said. “So yes it’s
my belief that ultimately in his head, he
has made the decision that he is going to
stand and fi�ght it out until he is killed.”

Three older woman were killed Mon-
day by the shooter, including a mother
and daughter who happened to be driv-
ing through the neighborhood. The vic-
tims were identifi�ed as longtime Far-
mington residents Gwendolyn Dean
Schofi�eld, 97, her 73-year-old daughter,
Melody Ivie, and 79-year-old Shirley
Voita.

At least six other people were
wounded in the shootings, which sent
waves of grief rippling through the com-
munity of 50,000 people. They includ-
ed two police offi�cers, who have been
released from medical care as they re-
cover. 

Hebbe’s comments mirrored an ac-
count from witness Candi Brammell,
who lives next to the church and told
The Associated Press in an interview
Tuesday that the gunman seemed to be
egging police on, saying: “Come on!”

Brammell said she couldn’t believe
what she was seeing as Wilson opened
fi�re. Within an instant, he was exchang-
ing shots with the police and then was
down in the grass.

Wilson lived with his father in a
home that contained an arsenal of
weapons and ammunition, apparently
legally owned, according to law en-
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WASHINGTON – Former FBI employ-
ees accused the bureau of politicization
in congressional testimony Thursday, a
day after the agency disclosed that two
of the men had seen their security clear-
ances revoked over concerns about how
their views of the Capitol attack on Jan.
6, 2021, aff�ected their work. 

The three men alleged overreach and
retaliation by the FBI in testimony to a
special House committee investigating
what Republicans assert is the “weap-
onization” of the federal government
against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ...
you’re not in line with what they think to
be the political position or the proper
position, you’re the target,” Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his open-
ing statement.

Former FBI employees Marcus Allen
and Steve Friend testifi�ed to the panel
just hours after the FBI informed Jordan
in a letter Wednesday – obtained by The

Associated Press – that both men had
been stripped of security clearances af-
ter either attending the Capitol riot in
2021 or espousing alternate theories
about the attack. 

A mob of pro-Trump rioters, some
armed with pipes, bats and bear spray,
charged into the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021,
quickly overrunning overwhelmed po-
lice offi�cers trying to keep them back.
More than 100 police offi�cers were in-
jured, many beaten, bloodied and
bruised. Over 1,000 people have been
prosecuted in the Jan. 6 attack on a
range of charges from low-level misde-
meanors for those who only entered the
Capitol to felony seditious conspiracy
charges against far-right extremists.

“My colleagues have brought in these
former agents, men who lost their secu-
rity clearances because they were a
threat to our national security,” said
Rep. Stacey Plaskett, the top Democrat
on the committee. “People who out of
malice or ignorance or both have put
partisan agenda above the oath they
swore to serve this country and protect
its national security.”

Jordan and other Republicans on the
committee hailed the former FBI em-
ployees as rank-and-fi�le patriots who
were facing retribution for speaking out
against government abuse. Allen,

Friend and Garrett O’Boyle, a former
fi�eld agent, shared stories with the
committee about how they said their
decision to come forward has resulted
in suspensions and dismissals for their
posts. “My oath did not include sacri-
fi�cing the hopes, dreams and liveli-
hood of my family,” said O’Boyle. 

Many of them testifi�ed about their
personal struggles, including not being
able to fi�nd employment elsewhere
and struggling to support their loved
ones and young children while their
cases were being investigated. “I sacri-
fi�ced my dream job to share this infor-
mation with the American people,”
Friend testifi�ed. “I humbly ask all the
members to do your jobs and consider
the merit of what I have presented.”

But Democrats dismissed the testi-
mony, calling the hearing another at-
tempt by Republicans on the commit-
tee to help former president Donald
Trump.

“This select committee is a clearing-
house for testing conspiracy theories
for Donald Trump to use in his 2024
presidential campaign,” Plaskett add-
ed. 

The letter from the FBI detailed how
Friend refused to participate in a 
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has high-
lighted eff�orts by Republican governors
and statehouses across the country to
embrace proposals limiting the rights of
transgender people, signing new re-
strictions as he moves closer to a presi-
dential bid.

The restrictions are spreading quick-
ly despite criticism from medical groups
and advocates who say they’re further
marginalizing transgender youth and

threatening their health.
Here’s what’s happening: 

Florida’s restrictions

DeSantis on Wednesday signed bills
that ban gender-affi�rming care for mi-
nors, restrict pronoun use in schools
and force people to use the bathroom
corresponding with their sex assigned
at birth in some cases.

DeSantis also signed new restric-
tions on drag shows that would allow
the state to revoke the food and bever-

age licenses of businesses that admit
children to adult performances. The De-
Santis administration has moved to pull
the liquor licenses of businesses that
held drag shows, alleging children were
present during lewd displays.

The rules on gender-affi�rming care
also ban the use of state money for the
care and place new restrictions on
adults seeking treatment. They take ef-
fect immediately, along with the drag
show restrictions. The bathroom and
pronoun restrictions take eff�ect July 1. 

DeSantis has been an outspoken ad-
vocate for such restrictions, and cham-
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Glenda Starke wears a transgender
flag as a counterprotest during a rally
in favor of a ban on gender-affirming
health care at the Missouri Statehouse
in Jefferson City, Mo., on March 20.
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