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PATTERSON
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Fri-

day signed an executive order
laying the groundwork for a
bold plan to expedite major
transportation, water, clean
energy and other infrastructure
projects across California.
“This is about addressing the

issues of our time,” Newsom

said during a briefing at the site
of a future solar farm in Stanis-
laus County. “We’re here to
assert ourselves a different para-
digm, to commit ourselves to
results and prove that we can
actually do more with taxpayer
money.”
Newom’s plan — made up of

11 budget trailer bills and an
executive order — is designed to
address problems created by the
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act, or CEQA.
CEQA was signed into law by

Gov. Ronald Reagan in 1970 as
a way to protect natural re-
sources and the environment
from any negative consequences
of development. But, over time,
critics have blamed the law for
bogging down long-sought hous-
ing, transportation and energy
projects.
The governor’s plan does not

make any substantial changes to
the statute but aims to prevent
lawsuits from dragging out in
court during the legal and per-
mitting processes.

NEWSOM’S PLAN TO SPEED
UP INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS
The proposal would prevent

lawsuits involving certain cli-

mate and transportation projects
from lasting more than nine
months. And ultimately, New-

Newsom announces
plan to fast-track
infrastructure projects
BY JOHN HOLLAND
AND MAGGIE ANGST
jholland@modbee.com
mangst@sacbee.com ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, right, announces an infrastructure
plan at the Proxima Solar Farm outside Patterson on Friday. Newsom
signed an executive order to expedite major infrastructure projects.
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two people familiar with the
matter, as he huddled with
leaders of the world’s most
powerful democracies on plans
to toughen punishments on
Russia for its 15-month in-
vasion of Ukraine.
The Group of Seven leaders

were convening in Hiroshima,
where President Volodymyr

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden on Fri-

day endorsed plans to train
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made
F-16 fighter jets, according to

Zelenskyy was expected to join
them on on Sunday in his far-
thest trip from his country since
the war began in February of
last year.
The leaders heard for the

first time of Biden’s backing of
training Ukrainian pilots on
advanced fighter jets, as a pre-
cursor to sending the jets to

Ukraine.
The G7 leaders also set out

new sanctions on Moscow as
well as plans to enhance the
effectiveness of existing fi-
nancial penalties meant to
constrain President Vladimir
Putin’s war effort.

PICTURE ALLIANCE dpa/picture-alliance/Sipa USA

At the Group of Seven summit in Japan, Hiroshima, the leaders stand together and talk after the “family” photo.

At G7 summit, Biden and
Zelenskyy keep focus on Ukraine
BY ZEKEMILLER, FOSTER KLUG,
JOSH BOAK, AND ELAINE
KURTENBACH
Associated Press
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The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake

of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a
newly-unsealed court docu-
ment.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and

Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-
ing information about U.S. citi-
zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal

support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire
at the end of this year. It may
also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.
House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week
trying to show the nation’s pre-
mier law enforcement agency is
biased against conservatives.
The Foreign Intelligence Sur-

veillance Court, which oversees
Section 702, has also pressured
the FBI, writing in the April

2022 opinion that was unsealed
Friday that if the agency doesn’t
perform better, the court will
crack down and order its own
changes to FBI surveillance
practices.
The Section 702 database is a

vast trove of electronic commu-
nications and other information
which can be searched by the
National Security Agency and
the FBI. The FBI is authorized
to search the database only
when agents have reason to
believe such a search will pro-

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees
BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post
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WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after a
top ally to Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
it’s time to “press pause” on
negotiations, and a White House
official acknowledged there are
“real differences” that are mak-
ing talks difficult.
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La.,

tapped by McCarthy, R-Calif., to
lead the talks, emerged from an
hourlong session and said gaps
remained between House Re-
publicans and the Democratic
administration.
“It’s time to press pause be-

cause it’s just not productive,”
Graves told reporters.
He added that the negotia-

tions have become “just un-
reasonable” and that it was
unclear when talks would re-
sume.
A White House official, who

was granted anonymity Friday
to discuss the private conversa-
tions, said there are “real differ-
ences” between the parties on
the budget issues and further
“talks will be difficult.”
The official added that the

president’s team is working
hard towards a “reasonable
bipartisan solution” that can
pass both the House and the
Senate.
Wall Street turned lower as

talks on raising the nation’s debt
limit came to a sudden halt,
raising worries that the country
could edge closer to risking a
highly damaging default on U.S.

Negotiators
put debt limit
talks on hold
BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
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